. N ay Tat * 8 CAE > 1 F 7 7 1 x af 
3 9h N « : PIN 7 N 8 * 1 — x * 
32 5 „ r 


as wn 1 
1 $4 4 * . * 9 
8 e 
* 4 F KAN Fa * * 
4 . 5 a 
3:3 N 1 s 
2 FEY 3 1 2 v 
5 ” 3 2 
* . 
e 
K * 
9 1 A. mY 
* * 
q 7 5 
y 4 
- 
* 17 + 
* 5 
* Y * * O1AG a 9 
* 2 . : 
„ 
8 * 
5 # 
0 ” 
= 
4 = 
i 
« 
4 s * 
- r 
> 
1 9 
. * = 
5 
= 
= 
* 
% * 
o * * 
* 
7 
- oy * 
1 * Ps * 
F * 
% * 
- 
® - 
1 * 
5 o 
* 
A 8 * - 
7 3 — + = 
— 4 „ . 
_ oP 1 
+ 
. 
= a 
* 
6 72 — 
N 7 - - 1 
* . 2 
" al 5 2 
* * 9 * wn T * 
» 3 
8 KOT 4 
. 
4 
* * 
- 
7 TR & 
** 7 8 
- # _ 
< 7 
- 
7 £ 
A 3 3 
3 , £ 
Sx bd * 4 
, s 
N — 1 
4 * * =, F * 
\ * * * - 2 4 
p * - = * + A 
7 \ 9 „ 
„ i 1 Fs 
” . 9 1 - i 
9 * * _ - 4 
* y n 
- -4 — of 
, - 4 | K 1 E 
4 x . ® * +. 
: * 5 - 1 * 1 
o 1 o 4 
4 s % - 
- 4 4 
” A 
\ C y 
i - 


P) * 2 


Ihe Settlers on the Coaſt of Vucatwannmnñrĩßi 
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The late Settlers on the Moſquito-Shore. 5 


£ STATING a 


„ 


IN SOLICITING "COMPENSATION FOR THE LOSSES, 


_—_ 7 


| | SUSTAINED BY EACH OF THOSE CLASSES o o G 
His Majeſty's injured and diſtreſſed Subjects. 
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med t to the Public, is a fair Statement of the Conduct 
of the Agent in attempting to petition Parliament, as 
well on the Merits of the Yucatan Claimants, for Loſſes 
ſuffered by the Depredations of the Spaniards, in Sep- 
tember 1779; as on the Merits of the Moſquito: Shore 
Claimants, for Loſſes ſuffered by them on their evacu- 
ating that Country to the Spaniards, . Command of 


his Majeſty, 1 in the Summer of 1787, e eee 
en * 7 i n een 


Repetling "the Petition on the 7 ucatan Claims: 


E province of Yucatan, or Jucatan, is a dish, projecting 


forming the Bay of Campeachy on the weſt, and the Bay of Hon- 
duras on the eaſt. It ſtretches from about latitude 167 to latitude 21* 

39' north, and from about en 89* to n 94, weſt from 
Greenwich. 

The Britiſh ſettlements, previous to the Treaty of "ray" in 176 "4 
were eſtabliſhed on the eaſt coaſt of Yucatan, forming the Bay of 
Honduras, with the free and full conſent of the Indians, The ſet= 

B tlers 


I + 


The. Ghent of, this Addrels, now: tube 


from the province of Honduras into the ſea northward; and 


7's 3 


SECT. I. tlers maintained their ſettlements there, as regular occupants of the 


country, independent of the Crown of Spain. There they employed 
themſelves in cutting logwood on the banks of the rivers weſtward, 
that being the beſt article of commerce; and enjoyed, without con- 
trol, the eaſtern department of the peninſula, 

A new meaſure took place on ſettling the Treaty of Peace at Paris, 
in 1763. By the 17th Article of that Treaty, it was ſtipulated be- 
tween the two Sovereigns as follows: iz. 

« His Britannic Majeſty ſhall cauſe to be demoliſhed all the forti- 
« 'fications which his ſubjects ſhall have erected in the Bay of Hon- 
« duras, and other places of the territory of Spain in that part of the 
& world, four months after the ratification of the preſent Treaty: 
And his Catholic Majeſty ſhall not permit his Britannic Majeſty's 
« ſubjects, or their workmen; to be diſturbed or moleſted, under any 
6. pretence whatſoever, in the faid places in their occupation of cut- 
« ting, loading, and carrying away logwood ; and for this purpoſe 


% they may build without hinderance, and occupy without interrup- 


« tion, the houſes and magazines neceflary for them, for their fami- 
6 lies, and for their effects: And his Catholic Majeſty aſſures to 
„ them, by this article, the full enjoyment of thoſe advantages and 
% powers on the Spaniſh coaſts and territories, as above ſtipulated, 
« immediately after the ratification of the preſent treaty.” 

By this article (the fortifications being demoliſhed) his Catholic 
Majeſty engaged to protect the Britiſh ſubjects during their reſidence 
in, and occupation of, that country. He further engaged (by the 
reciprocal Article (No. 36) of the Treaty of Madrid, of the 13-23 
day of May 1667, and which has been uniformly made a part of 
every ſubſequent treaty between the two nations) ; that in caſe of 
war, Notice ſhould be given to the reſpective ſubjects thereof; 
« that is to ſay, the ſpace of ſix months, to tranſport their mer- 


„ chandize and effects, * giving them in that time any mo- 
L leſtation 


n 


685 


« leſtation or trouble, or retaining or embarking their goods or per- 


„ ſons.” Theſe treaties were confirmed by Parliament; which af- 
forded the moſt decided national protection to all the ſubjects _— 


reſted in the commerce of Yucatan. 
Notwithſtanding thoſe treaties and that e e his Majeſty's 


ſubjects, without any provocation having been offered on their part, Sept. 15. 


and without any notice having been given on the part of Spain, of 


any difference or war exiſting between the two Crowns, were at» 


tacked, about the 15th of September 1779, in the moſt hoſtile man- 
ner by his Catholic Majeſty's forces and ſubjects; and not only rob- 
bed of all their property and effects, but their perſons ſeized and 
treated in the moſt ignominious manner; ſome were blindfolded; 
others put in irons; and all of them who were captured were. marched 
up the country to Merida, and afterwards countermarched and ſhipped 
off to the Havannah, in Cuba; and there detained as priſoners until 
the month of July 1782, when 2 were permitted to return to 
Jamaica. 

The exulting diſplay made of this Ace in the public printed 
papers at Madrid, afforded the cleareſt evidence, that this breach of 
public faith was not unknown to, but on the contrary was approved 
of, by the Court of Spain. It is equally clear, that the captures 
which were made, conſtituted a public, not a private injury; for they 
took place immediately after the declaration of hoſtilities at London 
by the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, in June 1779, becauſe the ſettlers were 
the ſubjects of Great Britain. In the opinion therefore of the injured 
ſufferers and their Agent, they had either a juſt claim to national ſup- 
port, in order to obtain redreſs from the Crown of Spain for the loſſes 
which they had ſuffered and the perſonal injuries which they had 
endured ; or they had a right to ſubmit the merits of their caſe to 
Parliament, for public compenſation. 

'F he * W in the name of the ſufferers, applies to his 

B 2 Majeſty 


SECT. J. 


Cs) 


ESTs 1. +, Majeſty i in Council, on the 12th of April 1781, ſtating the merits of 


I 81. 


April 12. 


155 3 


1783, 


April 8, 


their cafe, and praying, * That a particular attention might be given 
at ſuch conferences, as might take place for bringing about an ac- 
commodation between the Belligerent Powers, ſo as they (the late 
« ſettlers) might receive juſt and adequate indemnity for the import- 
ant loſſes they had ſuſtained in their property and perſons.” 

Upon this application, the Order made at the Council Board, held 
about the 23d of April 1781, was to the following effect: 
„That the object of the petition not appearing to be matter for 
* any deciſion from the Council Board, nor in fact for any imme- 
„ diate ſteps of any kind to be taken therein, the petition has been 
„ put into the hands of the Right Honourable Lord George Ger- 
© maine, who will bring the matter forward when occaſion ſhall be, 
+ that due attention may be paid thereto at the proper time.“ 

When the conferences for fettling preliminaries took place in Sep- 
tember 1782, the Agent renewed his application by memorial to his 
Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department 
(Mr. Townſhend), dated the 28th of that month; and continued his 
ſolicitations in the ſame channel during the months of November and 


December following. 
When the preliminaries were communicated to the public, in 


January 1783, nothing appeared in them reſpecting the injuries al- 
luded to; and his Majeſty having changed his Miniſters in April fol- 
lowing, the Agent recommenced his ſolicitations to the two principal 
Secretaries of State (Lord North and Mr. Fox), on the 8th of that 
month; and which he moſt affiduouſly continued until the final ad- 


juſtment of the treaty in September following. Full attention was 


given to theſe ſolicitations ; but the facility with which conceſſions 
had been made at adjuſting the preliminaries, threw great obſtruc- 
tions in the way. Three important objects were in view: the Pre- 


ſervation of the Moſquito Shore; the Re-eſtabliſhment of his Ma- 
jeſty's 


ä 6 
jeſty's Subjects on the coaſt of Vucatan; and Compenſation an the I L. 
injuries Which they had ſuſtained in September 1779. The firſt and 
ſecond, being of the greateſt magnitude, were ſettled by the 6th Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty; the third was left open for future diſcuſſion. 

In the mean time the Agent had recommended to ſuch of the ſuf- 
| FR as were at Jamaica, to ſtate there, as ſoon. as poſſible, and in 
the moſt legal manner, the whole of the loſſes ſuffered by his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects at Yucatan, in September 1779; in doing of which 
be earneſtly enjoined them, to be particularly attentive not by any 
means to exaggerate their loſſes, but to keep within the bounds of 
moderation; and the better to. confine them within thoſe bounds, he 
propoſed, That all proofs taken of the loſſes, ſhould be made in pre- 
ſence of the moſt reſpectable and experienced members of their ſettle- 
ments. Whilſt this matter was in contemplation, the ſubjects de- 
tained in captivity at Havannah were permitted to return to Jamaica 
in July and Auguſt 1782 ; by which means they were afterwards able 
effectually to conſtitute their claims in the manner recommended; 
and having made the Agent acquainted with the amount of them, he 
applied, by memorial in their name, to both the Secretaries of State 
on the 11th of December 1783, and ſtated their loſſes to amount to 1783. 

J. 109, 840 45. 6d. Jamaica currency; as would appear by the proofs * 

taken thereof, certified by lis Majeſty's Governor, under the Seal of 

the Iſland of Jamaica, and then expected by the arrival of the firſt 

packet from thence. He likewiſe / ſtated, That they further claimed 

the legal Welt India intereſt of ſix per cent. dus upon the principal 

ſum, from the 15th of September 1779, which on that 11th day of 

December, 178 3, was four years two months aud twenty-ſeven days, 

and amounted to £.27,947 9s. 24, making together the ſum of 

L-1 37»787 135, 8d. which was equal to 4 98,419 8. 6d.; as alſo the 

growing intereſt, until paid. | 4 

In the latter pert of December 178; 3, bis Majeſty again changed |; 

his 


SECT. I. 
———— 


1784. 


March 22. 


CE.) 
his Miniſters: And in March 1784; the Agent having received the 
proofs of the loſſes ſuſtained, as verified and proved at Jamaica, and 
certified by his Majeſty's. Govetnor, General Campbell, under the 


ſeal of that iſland; he, on the 22d of that month, tranſmitted the 


ſame, accompanied by a memorial in the name of the claimants to 


Lord Sydney, his Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State for the Home 


Department, to which they properly belonged. Being officially in- 
formed at this office, that the proper channel for obtaining redreſs 
lay with the Principal Secretary of State for the Foreign Department, 
he addreſſed the Marquis of Carmarthen by memorial of the 18th of May 
following, ſtating fully the merits of the claims, which, with intereſt 
to that time, amounted to £.100,473 115. 1d. ſterling ; and thereupon 
„ prayed his Lordſhip's attention and protection in laying their caſe 
„before his Majeſty in Council, that the public and national rights, 
« as well as the univerſal principles of equity and juſtice ſupporting 
„their claim, might be duly confidered ; and ſuch meaſures taken as 
might moſt effectually obtain from the Crown of Spain full and 
6 ſpeedy ſatis faction and paymentof the ſaid ſumof £.100,473 115. 1d.; 
« as alſo the growing intereſt, until the ſame ſhould be paid.” 

The Agent having again addreſſed the Marquis of Carmarthen, by 


memorial on behalf of the claimants, upon the 28th of Auguſt fol- 


lowing, was then officially made acquainted - 66 That Lord Carmar- 
« then had tranſmitted their memorial to Mr. Lifton, with inſtruc- 


tions to repreſent to the Spaniſh Miniſters, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 


the juſtice of the Baymens claims to an indemnification of their 


« loſſes.” 
In the month of November following, the Treaty of Convention 


having taken place between his Majeſty and the King of Spain re- 


ſpecting the Moſquito Shore and the re-eſtabliſhment of his Majeſty's 


ſubjects on the Eaſtern Coaſt of Yucatan z the Agent continued his 
ſolicitations on the part of the injured claimants, and was officially 
made 


ty) 


made acquainted on the ſecond of March 178 5, 4 That orders had wor. I., 


* 


*« been- tranſmitted to Mr. Liſton, his Majeſty's Miniſter at Madrid, 


<« to make the ſtrongeſt repreſentatious in their favour to the Spaniſh 1 


« Miniſtry; and that Mr. Liſton had informed Lord Carmarthen in 
% November laſt, that he had received aſſurances from Count Florida 
& Blanca, That their claims ſhould be referred for examination and 


« enquiry to the India Department, and that all the property of pri- 


vate perſons ſhould be reſtored ; making a diſtinction, however, be- 
+ tween the effects of individuals aud thoſe 25 the Sovereigu, or 
“ public.” 

On receiving this communication, it 3 to the Agent that 
as well the Court of London as that of Madrid had mutually acknow- 
ledged the juſtice and propriety of indemnifying the claimants for the 
injuries which they had ſuffered in September 1779. It therefore 
only remained to point out the duplicity of the latter Court, in re- 


ferring the examination of, and inquiry into, the claimants loſſes to 


the India Department. For this purpoſe, on the 31ſt of March 1785, 


he addreſſed a memorial to the Marquis of ' Carmarthen, ſtating, 


That three facts having been (as they were in that memorial) 


« jnconteſtably made out; namely, The captivity and plunder of the 


e claimants; the enormity of the injury, it having been -comnuitted 
« againſt poſitive treaties actually ſubſiſting, and in breach of the 
* royal honour and good faith of his Catholic Majeſty ; and, Thirdly, 
A fair and clear ſtatement and proof of their loſſes ;:—They ſubmitted 


„% to his Lordſhip that there was not any thing to be referred to the 


examination and enquiry of the Spaniſh India Department; nor 
any real objection exiſting which could with juſtice or propriety 
4 retard for a moment the immediate admiſſion and ſettlement of the 


„ claims, 


„That the declaration of Count Florida Blanca, That all the 


property of private perſons ſhould be reſtored, making a diſtiuction 
between 


31. 


1785. 


SECT: 1 


March 31. 


1785. 


March 31. 


0 s 1 
40 between tlie effects of individuals and thoſe of the Sovereign, was 


Fre illuſive, and nugatory, for the following reaſons: ie. 
Firſt, Becauſe the property conſiſted of houſes, houſehold-furni- 


Ms proviſions, wearing · apparel, table-furniture, kitchen · utenſils, 


working · implements, perſonal - arms and other neceſſary and conve- 


nient articles which were at (or ſoon after) the attack, totally burnt 


or deſtroyed by his Catholic Majeſty's forces and ien and wag 
ſea-boats likewiſe burnt or carried away. 

+ Secondly, Becauſe the reſidue of their effefts nb hich of pod cut 
down and ready for market; which from the heat and the worm, was 
then almoſt intitely unmarketable; inſomuch that out of the whole 
quantity of 13,153 tons, they had only been able to ſele& and ſhip 


off 1,305 tons, for which they had then allowed and deducted from 


their claim the ſame market - price as they had charged for the whole 
wood loſt in September 1779, vix. at the rate of C. 3 25. 6d. per ton, 
allowing thus for the 1, 305 tons the ſum of £.4,078 25. 6d. Jamaica 
currency, which was equal to £.2,912 175. 149. ſterling. 

Thirdly, Becauſe the loſſes had been eſtabliſhed upon the principles 
of moderation and truth; and this ſpecific value, with the legal Weſt 
India Intereſt of ſix per cent. per annum until paid, were an inade- 
quate acknowledgment for the injuries done and the loſſes ſuffered, 
and far below the profits and advantages which they would have 
made, had they not been deprived of Nun effects and liberty" in the 
manner they had been. 

Fourthly, Becauſe the diſeinQion batch the effects of :ndividuals 
and thoſe of the Sovereign, or public, was altogether chimerical, and had 
no exiſtence : For the ſpecific articles ſufficiently approved themſelves 
to be only and intirely the effects of indixiduals; and where no public 
property exiſted, or was claimed, it was ne nugatory and r- 


tious to make any ſuch exception. 


The Agent having thus removed, as he conceived, the Alper 
meaſure 
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C 9*)) 
meaſure madpoled! by the Court of Madrid, of referring the claims to 


the ladia Department, continued his ſolicitations for obtaining imme 
diate 'compenfation from his Catholic Majeſty until the final termina- 


tion of the Con vention Treaty in the beginning of September 1786. 


But finding that treaty altogether ſilent on the ſubject of the claims, 
he again addreſſed the Marquis of Carmarthen by memorial upon 27th 


of ſaid September, ſtating the deep concern of the memorialiſts at 
perceiving the Convention finally ratified, without aſcertaining the 
payment of their loſſes; and, amongſt other reaſons for that concern, 


SECT. I. 
— 


1786. 


they expreſſed their aſtoniſhment at that very extraordinary and ſin- 


gular event having taken place, whereby his Majeſty had given up 


te the King of Spain, without any viſible cauſe, or conceiveable con- 


ſrderation whatever, the Indian People and Country of the Moſquito 


Shore; forming the moſt extenſive, ſecure, rich, and important Weſt 


Sept, 27. 


Indian Province which had ever been poſſeſſed by the Crown of Great 


Britain; and which had been held by the moſt pure and perfect title 
of ſovereignty that perhaps ever had exiſted in any other given in- 
ſtance, Wherefore they obſerved, that ſhould any prepollent cauſe 
exiſt why the King of Spain ſhould not be compelled to do them juſ- 
tice, in a matter ſo entirely national as the preſent, they moſt humbly 


ſabmitted, That they were juſtly entitled to have their loſſes compen- 
ſated by the public; and thereupon: prayed his Lordſhip to lay the 


premiſes before his Majeſty in Council. 

On the zoth of December following, the Agent addreſſed a memo- 
rial to both his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, (Lords Car- 
marthen and Sydney), upon the ſame ſubject; in which, having re- 


ferred to the laſt memorial, the Memorialiſts begged leave to obſerve, ' 


that it was then two years fince any ſteps appeared to have Been taken, 
or any progreſs made at the Court of Spain for obtaining payment of 
their claims; although during that time the Treaty of Convention had 


been finally concluded, without any mention whatever being made of 
C | them. 
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SECT, 1. 


1787. 
January 22. 


March 9. 


( 
them. From whence: they were” led to conceive, that the national 
ſafety and intereſt had reſtrained Government from inſiſling upon and 
obtaining payment from the Crown of Spain; wherefore they humbly 
thought themſelves well entitled to petition! the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons in Parliament, for an indemnification of their loſles; and 
requeſted their Lordſhips to lay that and their former memorials be- 
fore his Majeſty in Council, in order that they might, as they then 
did, moſt humbly beſeech liis Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to 
recommend their petition, (to be drawn and formed with the appro- 
bation of bis Majeſty's Miniſters) to the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons in Parliament aſſembled, for relief. 

No anſwer having been made to theſe memorials, the Agent ap- 
plied for and obtained an audience of Lord Sydney on the 22d of Ja- 
nuary 1787; when his Lordſhip declared to a Committee of the Cor- 
reſpondents and Friends of the Claimants, © That Government 
« would take no ſtep reſpecting the Honduras Claims until ſome an- 
„ {wer was obtained from the Court of Madrid; and as Lord Wal- 
« fingham would be particularly inſtructed on that head, he hoped. 
«+ ſomething decifive would ſoon be done.” This anſwer being un- 
ſatisfactory to the Committee, the Agent: communicated their inten- 
tion to Mr. Secretary Nepean of applying directly to his Majeſty, in 
caſe it gave no offence to Lord Sydney; who, in return to this 
intimation, aſſured him, that ſuch application would in no ſhape be 
oftenfive to his Lordſhip. Upon which the Agent on the gth of 
March 1787, laid before his Majeſty in Council the whole. of the 
proceedings which had taken place upon the buſineſs; and ſlated, 
amongſt other obſervations, That all former applications to his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, during the ſettling of preliminaries and arranging 
peace with Spain, as well as adjuſting tlie Convention fince that time, 
having proved ineffectual to obtain redreſs to the claimants, they 
humbly conceived that no better ſucceſs would attend any reference 

TY" .40 PS to 


| A -11 5) 
to his Majeſty's Ambaſlador in the ordinary ach of his duty at 


skor. 1. 


the Court of Madrid: becauſe, although the claimants intereſts; in 


obtaining pay ment, were eſſentially united with the future ſecurity of Mfc. 
arch 9. 


the whole ſettlement; and although the collective wiſdom, energy, 
aud. influence of all his Majeſty's Miniſters had been, as the Claimants 
conceived, fully exerted for the ſame end: nay, even although the 
Moſquito Shore had been given up, yet were not all theſe able to pro- 
cure payment from the Crown of Spain. It could not therefore be 


expected that his Majeſty's Ambaſſador, of however great and tran- 


ſcendent abilities, would ſingly accompliſh what the united wiſdom 
and influence of his Majeſty's Government had not been able to effect. 
For theſe reaſons the Claimants were led to think, that his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, taking into view all intereſts and connections, and influenced 
ſolely by what was ultimately beſt for promoting the general proſperity 


and happineſs of his Majeſty's ſubjects aud dominions, had neceſſarily 


permitted the Claimants loſſes to give way to the great and ſuperiot 
intereſts of the public, in thus finally concluding the late Treaties of 
Peace and Convention. Wherefore they humbly apprehended that 
they were entitled to petition the Honourable the Houſe of Commons 
for indemnification, as the attention paid by his Majeſty's Govert- 
ment to the public ſafety had been the cauſe of their not having ob- 
tained compenſation from the Crown of Spain. They humbly 
prayed his Majeſty to recommend their Petition and Calc to the Houſe 


of Commons. 


1 787. 


On the 27th of April 1787, the Agent was officially made '8C- April aj, - 


quainted by Mr. Cottrell, at the Council Office, that the preceding 
petition had been, by the order of the Lord Preſident of the Council, 
tranſmitted to the Right Honourable Mr. Pitt, Firſt Lord of the 
Treaſury ; upon which information he addreſſed a memorial to Mr. 
Pitt on the 2gth of April; in which, having ſtated the prayer of the 
ops to his Myjeſty, and that the claims amounted on the 28th 
C2 of 


- a ans.” af de tat 


SECT. I. F 
—— of April to. 111,008/25; 104% ſterling ; it concluded, that the Chim 
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ants being reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, and reſting their hopes in 


the juſtice and wiſdom of his Majeſty s Couneils, ne his * 


tion, and an anſwer to their laſt petition. 
The Agent continued his ſolicitations as well at the Secretary of 


State's Office as at the Treaſury, and in applications to Mr; Pitt him- 
felf, without obtaining the ſmalleſt expectation of an anſwer. At 
length, having ſignified the neceſſity which this delay would put him 


under, of publiſhing the caſe of the Claimants, he addreſſed a letter to 


Me. Pitt on the 7th of October 1788, as well on behalf of the Mof- 
quito Shore Claimants as on thoſe of Yucatan ; and as it might be 
conceived poſſible that more important affairs of State might in the 
length of time have prevented Mr. Pitt's attention from being given 


to the claims, he ſubmitted to him the expediency of referring them 
both to the obſervation and report of Lord Walſingham and Mr. Ne- 
pean ; aud having diſcuſſed the ſubject of the Eee Shore nen 
he proceeded as follows: viz. 

The great loſſes ſuffered by the ſettlers on Yucatan, in the Bay 


„of Honduras, in September 1779, form another ſet of Claimants in 


% the ſame predicament with the former; and the merit of their 
« claims are contained in their petition to the King in Council, pray- 
ing the Royal Aid in recommending their caſe to Parliament, under 
« the gth of March 1787: to which no re bas been hitherto 
„received. 

I beg leave to aſſure you, Sir, that my invariable aim in con- 
« ducting theſe claims has been to merit your particular approbat ion, 
„and obtain the concurrence of all the Members of his Majeſty's 
„Government, in recommending them effectually to the conſider- 
« ation of Parliament. If I have obtained, or can obtain this point, 
the end of the claimants and myſelf, in publiſhing their caſe, will 
be completely anſwered : for their reputation will remain fafe 
« under 


( a3 ) 
4% under your protection; and the merits of their claims will be duly 2 
i attended to. But if any doubts or ſuſpicions make it ſtill neceſ 
«6, ſary that they ſhould proceed to juſtify themſelves by the publica- 2788. 
% tions now and formerly mentioned; I moſt humbly ſubmit to you, 
Sir, how proper it would be to make me acquainted with them, 
C as they muſt at this late period uſe the utmoſt diligence in printing 
te their reſpective caſes, to be in time to meet the attention of his 
« Majeſty's Miniſters, the Members of the Legiſlature, and the Pub- 
« lic at large, upon the enſuing Meeting of Parliament.—I pray to 
« be honoured with your commands, and remain,” &c. He at the 
fame time addreſſed Lord Sydney and Mr. Nepean upon the ſubje@, 
incloſing a copy of the letter to Mr. Pitt. 

No anſwer having been made to theſe letters, a Meeting of the Dec. 17. 
Correſpondents and Friends of the Claimants took place in London on 

the 17th of December; who, having taken into their conſideration all the 
ſteps which had been taken for obtaining the attention of Government 
to the merits of the claims, and for his Majeſty's recommendation of 
themto Parliament, and the total filence obſerved on the part of his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters ; requeſted the Agent to print and publiſh their Caſe, 
for the purpoſe of laying a petition before the Houſe of Commons at 
the enſuing Seſſion of Parliament. 

On the 6th of March 1789, the Caſe being printed ; the Agent ad- 1789. 
dreſſed the following letter to Mr. Pitt aud to Lord Sydney, incloſing March 0. 
a printed copy of the Caſe to each of them ;—vis, 

„ Apreeably to the letter which I had the honour of addreſſi ing to 
« you on the 7th of October laſt, I now beg leave to lay before you 
% the Caſe of his Majeſty's ſubjects who were captivated in their per- 

* ſons, and deſpoiled of their property on the Coaſt of Yucatan, in 
* the month of September 1779; and a copy of their Petition, as it 
« js now to be preſented to the Honourable Houſe of Commons. - 
„Unconnected with party, and like their late affociated fellow- 
66 lufferers 
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; 2 ſufferets from the Moſquito Shote, unprovided with every ſort of 
“ influence, but what may ariſe from the merits of their caſe, and 


5+ the nature and (greatneſs of their ſufterings and loſſes; they 
„ humbly beg leave ill to rely upon you and his Majeſty's Govern- 


„ment for your protection and patronage, in giving a PE iſſue 


4 to * petition in — praying relief. 
Fw « T have the honour to be,” Kc. 


The printed Caſe, incloſed i in this letter, was eflentially the ſame 
with the Claimants petition to the King, which had been tranſmitted 
by the Lord Preſident of the Council to Mr, Pitt, in the month of 
April 1787; and the petition having ſhortly recited the merits of the 
claims, and ſtated the compenſation of the loſſes up to that time, to 
amount to . 1 19,317 195, 10d. ſterling, had the names of the Peti- 
tioners annexed to it; in number ninety- ſix. 

About the 12th of ſaid March, Mr. Alderman Le Meſurier, who 
had obligingly undertaken to preſent the petition, communicated his 
intention to the Speaker; who obſerved, That no petition for money 
could be received, without the ſanction of his Majeſty being formally 
communicated to the Houſe. by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Mr. Pitt not being then in the Houſe, Mr. Le Meſurier aſked Mr. 
Roſe of the Treaſury, Whether Mr, Pitt had not received a copy of 
the petition from the Agent of the Claimants for the purpoſe of ob- 
taining his Majeſty's conſent ? Mr. Roſe anſwered in the affirmative ; 
but added, that be believed other more important matters had pre- 
yented him from taking its merits into conſideration, 

This could not but appear to the Agent to be ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary. 

Firſt, Becauſe Mr. Pitt having been, as before ſtated, ſupplied by 
the Lord Preſident of the Council with the Petition to the King in 
the month of April 1787, which contained the merits of the caſe 


( 15 ) 


more fully than the copy of the petition which had only bern tranſs SECT. 1. 


mitted to him fix days before; there could not remain the poſſibility 
of a reaſon, for the moſt important matters of State een in all on 
time prevented him from conſidering it. F 

\ Secondly, Becauſe however proper and wiſe the rule may be on all 
ar and private occaſions, (for guarding the public revenue from 
being effected by private petitions), that the conſent of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ſhould be obtained before ſuch petitions were pre- 
ſented; yet it appeared neither juſt nor conſtitutional, to apply that 
rule to a whole ſettlement : who had ſuffered the moſt afflictive calami- 
ties folely on account of their being Britiſh ſubjects; and that at a 
time when they were not only entitled to the protection of the laws of 
their own country, but had the cleareſt right to the protection of the 
very foreign power by whoſe means they had been injured: ind 


afflicted. ; 
He was ſtill, however, ſo ty impreſſed with Pn: rectitude of tis 


claims, and that his Majeſty's Miniſters, (whoſe lead and influence in 
the buſmeſs were neceſſary for obtaining a happy termination of it), 
would at length entertain the ſame: opinion, that he continued: his 
humble applications to obtain their favour. 


March 12. | 


About the 5th of June Lord Sydney having refigord; Mr. Grenville June 5, 10. 


ſucceeded him as Secretary of State for the Home Department. On 
the 10th of that month the Agent preſented a memorial to Mr. Gren- 


ville, mentioning the Petition of the Yucatan ſettlers to Parliament 
for the loſſes which they had me and on the 2ad, addreſſed him 


as follows: 
6 Sir, | | 
„% I trad the honour of attending at your office on the roth 1 
in order to pay my reſpectful duty, as Agent for the ſettlement of 
« Yucatan ; and in your abſence I preſented to Mr. Nepean, a Memorial 
for ſaid . as therein deſcribed; reſpeCting various articles 
66 of 


mor. 1. 4 of buſineſs that remained unfiniſhed, and-are buinbly rde to 


118 


June 22. 


1 


July 10. 


IS, 


5 a 
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* t immediate attention. | 
„I beg leave, Sir, to refer to that Memorial, wh more: eſpecially 


„to the latter part of it, which relates to an immediate application 


* to Parliament, on account of the loſſes and ſufferings of the Vuc- 
atan ſettlement in September 1779; and the loſſes and ſufferings of 
the Moſquito Shore ſettlement, in the Spring and Summer of 1787. 
„The whole merits of theſe reſpective claims, Sir, are now before 


« you. The Memorialiſts are moſt implicitly at the command of Go- 


vernument, ready to conduct their applications to Parliament, in ſuch 
manner as you may pleaſe to direct; and in this view they hum- 
« bly ſubmit, That no time is to be loſt in commencing that appli- 
cation. Permit me, therefore, moſt reſpectfully to ſolicit your 
« immediate commands upon this point, ſo as to enable me to exe- 
« cute your pleaſure; and to make them clearly underſtand what 
G "_ are to W aud what they may depend upon. 
H have the en eß, to be,” &c. 
/ After various zpplications, the Agent was honoured with an audi- 
ence on the zoth of July; at which Mr. Grenville was pleaſed to ac- 
quaint him, that the claims of the Yucatan Petitioners were then 


under the conſideration of his Majeſty's Miniſters ; and as ſoon as Go- 
vernment had formed an opinion upon ch he would make the ſame 


On the 12th of ſaid July the A gent was honoured with the follow- 


ing letter from Mr. Grenville: 
4 Sir, 0 Whitchall, t1th July 178g. 

% The application of the ſettlers on the Coaſt of Yucatan, for com- 
46: penſation for loſſes ſuſtained by them in September 1779, in couſe- 
« quence of an attack from the Spaniards ſubſequent to the declar- 
« ation of war by the Court of Spain; which you tranſmitted to my 
2 _ having been conſidered by his Majeſty's confidential ſervants, 


« ] am 
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” I am to acquaint you, for the information of the.perſons. concerned, , SECT. 1. 


„r , 


„that they do not think it ft 10 adviſe his Majeſty to (comment 
&, ſuch e to thei conſideration of e biss 

Sn „ e 15 

This . ſeriouſhy affe led Fg 13 as. it not only deprived the 

Claimants of all aſliſtanee from Govetnment, but ſeemed. to be in op- 

poſition with what he had ever | conceived to be the unqueſtionable 


principles of the conſtitution of this country, and the rights of its ſub- 


jects. For he had always been led to believe, and was firmly con- 
vinced, that his Majeſty's ſubjects were entitled to the laws and pro- 
tection of their country, wherever they were legally eſtabliſhed abroad. 
In the preſent caſe, the Claimants had been ſettled on the Coaſt of 
Vucatau, by a ſpecial contract and agreement between His Majeſty and 
the King of Spain, in the Treaty of Paris 1763; by which his Ca- 


tholic Majeſty engaged, that they and their workmen ſhould not 


be diſturbed or moleſted, under any pretence whatſoever, in their 
« ſaid ſettlement.” Under this obligation, no declaration of war on 
either fide, far leſs a war premeditated and declared by the King of 


= W 


Spain himſelf, could in any degree free him from his obligation of July 12. 


protection to the Claimants, 'whilſt they remained in his dominions, 
Added to this, the invariable tenor of all the treaties of peace fince the 
year 1667, entitled them to ſix months protection, aſter notice had 
been given to them of the declaration of war. Upon this they ſoli- 
cited, and had a tight to ſolicit Government, to interpoſe its influence 
and power, in demanding compenſation from the Crown of Spain, 
at concluding the Peace 1783, aud at concluding the Convention 
1786. This right had been acknowleged by his Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters; and the Court of Spain in November 1784, had given affurances, 
«+ that all the property of private perſous; ſhould; be reſtored.” Re- 
ſtorat ion and compenſation were here ſynonimous; inaſmuch as all 
the W were at this time wholly deſfroged.., It was the ineffectual 

D opera- 


68 


sT. 1. operations of Government for obtaining compenſation, which pro- 
. duced the petition to the King in April 1787 a petition manifeſtly 


july 12, 


13. 


founded on this prineiple, That as they had ſuffered: ſolely on account 
of the public; if that public neither would nor could compel the ag- 
greſſor to do them juſtite 3- they became of courſe proper objects for 
Parliamentary conſideratioh, as deſerving to obtain from the public 
compenſation and relief. To accompliſh which purpoſe, it appeared 
to the Agent, that his Majeſty's Miniſters were, of all others, eſpecially 
obliged to adviſe his Majeſty not only to recommend the Caſe to Parlia- 
ment, but to afford it, in diſcuſſion, every conſtitutional aſſiſtance in their 
power. As the laſt effort, therefore, to induce Government to in- 
troduce the petition to the Houſe of Commons; or to make it a 


. ſerious point, to obtain compenſation from the Court of Madrid; he 


addreſſed the want letter to Mr. Grenville, on the 1 3th of Joly 


| 178g © 1191151 


„ Sir, 

% became yettladay hes with yon! Ke of the 11th in- 
* ; ſanity reſpecting the Ae of the ſettlers on the Coaſt of 
« Yucatan, 

„Af I may be 3 Sir, 1 ud at this time hey? Jouve moſt 
* feſpectfolly to repreſent, That if the Settlers are made acquainted 
4 that his Majeſty's recommendation is refuſed, and of courſe that 
all 'acceſs to Parliament is denied them; without being affured of 
* the protexion of Government, in its having already obtained them 
% rellef from the Court of Spain, in the courſe of the late Treaty of 
„Commerce; or that compenſation will be obtained for them, from 
„that Court; they will remain without hope, and in the extremity 
« of deſpair': whilſt they will continue to be impreſſed with all the 
„ merits of their caſe, and the inſurmountable weight of their inju- 
«ries and Joſſes, although protected by the ryth Article of the Treaty 
« of Paris 3 which alone, as they Have ever humbly conceived, amply 

.. "66 ſecured 
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i ſecured them in their perſons and property, until they were put SECT. 7. 


under the power and dominion of his Majeſty ; abſtracted from the 


« coneurrent- obligation and faith of treaties, which allowed them 789. 
« ſix months prote&ion in the King of 'Spain's dominions, after the 
<* moſt formal and clear declaration of war: and being thus impreſſed, 
5 they will conceive themſelves devoted to edu ned ever we en 
« injuſtice and oppreſſouann. | | 
My attachment to Government, Sir, * my ſole müsst for 
„ making this repreſentation, and of delaving the communication 
«© mentioned in your letter, until T am honoured with your further 
* commands upon this ſubje&.—If I ſhall appear in this, to have 
« aQed improperly ; I beg leave to plead the motive I have already 
« aſſigned for my conduct, as a mitigation. of my d and hum- 
« bly afk your pardon,“ &c. | | 
On the 16th of July, the Agent was honoured with the following 
anſwer from Mr. Grenville : 
3 
I have received your letter of the r 3th inſtunt, nail aequaint you July 16. 
in anſwer thereto, that T have no communication to make to you of 
any negociation for the purpoſe you mention.“ &c. 
On the 27th of ſame month a Meeting of ſuch of the Claimants as 27. 
were in London, and the Correſpondents and Friends of thoſe Who 
were abſent, took place. This meeting came to ſeveral reſolutions ;. 
and requeſted the Agent to draw up a Second Part of the Claimants 
Caſe in conformity with their reſolutions, and to an eee the 
printing and publiſhing of it. 
The Agent having complied with this requeſt, addrefſed . Gren- 
ville on the 4th of Bender as follows : - © 
6 Sir, "0x34 „ig vh | _ 
I beg leave to inform you, that his Maja 8 ſabjedts whbairhs 
a Spaniards moſt unjuſtly attacked, captivated, and «oro of their 
WS *« propert - F 
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4+ property, in the month of September 1779, are humbly of opiuion, 
ti that your two letters to me of the i ith and 13th. of July laſt, in no 


- 44 reſpe& diminiſh the merits of their Caſe; nor impair in any de- 


46 gree, the reaſons, and arguments ſupporting, it: yet are they at the 
„ ſame time affected with the deepeſt concern at perceiving the an- 
„ ſwers you therein honoured me with, to be fo clear and deciſive in 
« their manner, as entirely to exclude them from all hopes of ſuc- 
4; cels;/ in the ordinary and official way, of tranſacting the i er 
«+ bulineſs of their petition to Parliament, at your office. 

ln this unhappy ſituation, they find themſelves under the 4 
„ ſity of adding a Second Part to their printed Caſe; in which they 


44 humbly mean to ſtate what bas paſſed ſince the printing of the 


Firſt Part of it; as alſo to ſubmit their reaſons for thinking that 


« their particular Caſe and Application to Parliament for redreſs, is 
not at all effected by the deſcription made of it in your letter, Sir, 
« of the 11th of July laſt, as having happened in conſequence of an 
attack from the Spaniards ſubſequent to the Declaration of War 


by the Court of Spain. Likewiſe to explain their conduct in at- 


„ tempting, to the utmoſt of their power to obtain redreſs in this 
« point, from the Court of Spain; and at ſame time to communi- 
4 cate to Government every article of information and knowledge 
« they were poſſeſſed of, for obtaining a fair and permanent fettle- 
% ment for his Majeſty's ſubjects on their being again re-eſtabliſhed 
1 on the Coaſt of Yucatan; whence it will appear, that their preſent 
« application. to Parliament was made in the very laſt reſort. And 
« alſo to enforce and illuſtrate their application to Parliament, in this 
« laſt reſort, ' 

This Second Part, Sir, 100 annexed to the Firſt, which is al- 
« ready printed, and in your poſſeſſion, they mean to publiſh the 
4% whole on the Meeting of Parliament, in January next; with this 


#6 410 view, that ey humbly hope aud expect, that when the me- 
6 rits 


; 710 
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63 
tc tits of their Caſe are fairly aud we 6 by the public, 
| «, they will appear in ſo favourable a point of view, as to be thought 
46. e far from being unworthy either of the attention of his Majeſ- 
„ ty's Government, phat: the n itſelf, in _— OI 
© to their relief. 4 
Having thus fully 404 pills a hs motive oe 
of theſe unfortunate Sufferers to make this publication, I beg leave to 
« aflure, you, Sir, that they would be now, as at all times paſt, 
$6 „ banths and thankful in ſupplicating Parliament under the patron» 


age and direction of Government. 7 
I have the 3 to be. of &c. 


On the 3d of - January 1790, the Second Part of the Claimants , 
January 3. 


Caſe was nearly ready, for the preſs. It was read over to ſome of the 
Members who were preſent at the Meeting, which had taken place 
at London on the 27th of July preceding: they expreſſed their appro- 
bation of it. After which they obſerved, That tho' as to themſelves, 
they were perfectly indifferent with regard to any conſequence which 
might attend the publication, yet they were apprehenſive that the 
diſpleaſure” of the Miniſtry might ſeriouſly affect the Agent; as his 
ſalary for tranſacting the buſineſs of the ſettlement depended wholly 
on Government: they therefore ſubmitted to him, the propriety of his 
proceeding any further in this buſineſs, until he was properly indem- 
vified by the concerned againſt any conſequences which might enſue, 
The Agent replied, That what he had done, as well as what he was 
about to do, appeared to him to be his indiſpenſable duty, in order to 
obtain a fair and candid diſcuſſion of the Claims before Parliament; that 
ſo far was he from giving offence to Government, that he had, hi- 
therto, communicated every ſtep which he had taken to the Miniſter ; 
and (bad; not the gout arreſted the exertion of his right hand) would 
inſtantly again have addreſſed Mr. Grenville, expreſſing his readineſs 


to Jay the whole of the additional Cale before him: this, however, be, 


hoped 


SECT. I. 
4x42 p be 


1789. 


1790. 


er. 
— 


1790. 
January 3. 


13. 


( 22 ) 


as ſoon as he recovered the uſe of his hand. That he certainly would 
not recede from a meaſure fo advantageous to his principals; a mea- 
ſore which he had undertaken at the deſire of the concerned; who 
were to defray the expence of the publication; unleſs they thought 
proper to abandon the object which they hitherto had in view. That 
if it were poſſible for the Miniſter to expreſs any reſentment againſt 
him for the zeal which his duty as Agent had compelled him to act 
with, in execution of the truſt repoſed in him, he was ſatisfied it 


would not only be unmerited, but adverſe to every idea of wiſdom and of 


juſtice. In the end, theſe Gentlemen requeſted the Agent to prepare 
every thing ready for publication, but not to proceed to print the Se- 
cond Part of the Caſe, until he heard further from them. 

Attention to the Second Part of the Caſe was nevertheleſs ſtrictly 
applied. It was corrected and a copy prepared for the preſs on the 
13th of January 1790; when the Agent addreſſed Mr. Grenville - as. 
follows : 

6 Sir, 

„My exertions on behalf of the rights of his Majeſty" s Subjects 

& ſettled on the diſtin countries of the Moſquito Shore, and the 


„ Coaſt of Yucatan, were, at the concluſion of the Convention- 


« Treaty with Spain, in 1786, honoured with the approbation of Mr. 
Pitt and Lord Sydney. All my application ſince that time, to va- 
« rious Departments of Government, on behalf of theſe two diſtinct 
« claſſes of men, have been formed on the ſame principles, and have 
% proceeded on the ſame line of conduct, which then obtained me 
the high approbation which I have now mentioned. Such, in par- 
& ticular, were the papers which I had the honour of addreſſing to 
« you, under the 1oth and 22d of June, and on the 13th 'of July, 
« and 4th of December laſt. 


6 The ſincerity of my own ny; Sir, flatters me to agen from 
« the 


hoped would occaſion but a ſhort delay, as he would ſtill addreſs him 
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complacency what I have now the honour to lay before you. 


« Impreſſed as I have ever been, that it is an indiſpenſable duty 


upon me, to obtain by every fair and practicable means, compenſa- 
tion to the two ſets of Claimants above deſcribed, I have at the 
ſame time been ever apprehenſive, that the publiſhing of the Se- 
cond: Part of their reſpective Caſes might not be agreeable to his 
Majeſty's confidential ſervants; and under this apprehenſion I have 


conceived it to be my duty, to uſe the only means in my power to 


prevent it.—Firſt, By ſtating in a Memorial to Mr. Pitt, under the 
. Zoth of April laſt, a ſummary of the matters which would make 
up the Second Part of the Caſe of the Settlers on the Moſquito 
Shore. Secondly, By ſtating to you, Sir, on the ſaid gth of De- 
cember laſt, the import of the Second Part of the Caſe of the Claim- 
ants, expelled from Vucatan in September 1779. 

% Having been favoured with no return to what I had the honour 
of laying before you on the ſaid 4th of December laſt, and being 
for ſome time paſt deprived of the uſe of my right hand by the 
gout ; I take this firſt moment of the feeble uſe of it, humbly to 
ſubmit to you, Sir, the propriety of your peruſing the Second Part 
of the Caſe, before it is ſent to the preſs. I do this from the flat 
tering idea, that a full conſideration of the merits of their Caſe may 
ſtill, perhaps, obtain for them the patronage of his Majeſty's Go- 


vernment, in their application to Parliament for relief; and by 
that means render the publication of this Second Part unneceſſary. 


1790. 


January 13. 


Should this, which is indeed the laſt and only expedient which 


occurs to me, be honoured with your approbation; I will furniſh 
you with the copy, as ſoon as I know that it will be acceptable. 
And if I am not favoured with an anſwer in the courſe of this 
week, I ſhall then be induced to conclude that I aught not to expect 
any. In which caſe, I will be under the neceſſity of reſigning the 


66 copy 
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( 24 ) 
copy to the preſs ; with this ſole conſolation, of being done every 
„ thing in my power to prevent the publication, pen njurivg 
5 the cauſe which I am indiſpenſably obliged to ſupport. 
„I have the ie be,” &c, 

4% Hampſtead, 13th bel | | 43 - £324 

| 1790.“ 17 av 1 41.98" bY] 00159 © 

On the 2oth of ſaid January, the Agent received an official letter, 
dated the 19th, and ſigned S. Barnard, as follows: N 

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Grenville to bie your 
« two letters of the 4th of December laſt, and that of the 13th of 
« January, marked Private; and to inform you, That with reſpect to 
„ the Coaſt of Yucatan, he can only refer you to his _ of Joly 
« laſt on that ſubject,“ &c. 

On the ſame day (2oth January) the Agent addreſſed he follow- 
ing letter to Mr. Grenville : 


66 Sir, 

« When I had the honour of addreſſing you on the 13th inſtant, 
« 1 had but one copy of the Second Part of the Caſe in my poſſeſſion, 
« which was intended for the preſs. Since that time, I have unex- 
* pectedly, (a) had the means of cauſing a fair copy to be made from 


« jt; and this copy I beg leave, herewith, to ſubmit to Four. c con- 


1 


& ſideration. 
« Mr. Barnard acquaints me, that he 1 is directed to inform me that, 
« with reſpe& to the Coaſt of Yucatan, you can only refer me to 
your letter of July laſt upon that ſubject.“ 
« This information naturally tends to preclude every idea of Mi- 
« niſterial patrouage: yet would I ſtill wiſh to flatter myſelf with 
« the hope, that on duly conſidering this Second Part, along with 


(a) The Agent from the 13th expected, every day, directions from the concerned 


to ſend the Second Part of the Caſe to the preſs, | 
| 6 what 
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<« what was formerly preſented, the united merits. of both may ap- r. k, 


«, pear to be ſuch, as to incline his Majeſty's confidential ſervants to 
« adviſe his Majeſty, to recommend the immediate ren of 


+ the Claimants to Parliament. 
„Permit me to fay, Sir, that 1 mould be extrentely happy, on 


1 


January 20. 


* behalf of this moſt unfortunate claſs of men, to be honoured with 


« the knowledge of ſuch an event: and n be enabled to ſtop 


all further publication. a 
221 66 I have the honour to be,” &c. 

«© Hampſtead, 2oth January, | 

« 1790.” 


On the 23d of January the Agent was made acquainted with the ,. 
ſentiments of the concerned, at the London Meeting, of 27th of 
July, upon the ſubject of indemnification, mentioned on the 3d in- 


ſtant ; which imported, That unleſs the Agent's ſalary of £.300 


„ per annum was made good to him (on his being deprived of it) 
+ the publication ſhould not take place: and although they wiſhed, 
above all things, that the Second Part of the Caſe were publiſhed, 
„ could it be done without injury to the Agent; yet, that being 
« next to impoſſible, and the diſpleaſure of Adminiſtration certain, 
« as to the Agent and his ſalary, they hoped that a little lapſe of 
+ time would bring about ſomething favourable for the publication 


+ without injury to the parties,” | 
This information made no impreſſion on the Agent : the idea of 


| bargaining for indemnification did not originate with him. He was 


paſſive during the whole tranſaction; and was determined to continue 
in the ſtrict and indiſpenſable line of his duty, as if it had never taken 


place. If he did not fulfil that duty, he injured the Claimants: If 


he ſuffered by performing it, he would ſuffer unjuſtly, 
On the 26th of January the Agent was informed by a Gentleman, #26. 
who had been upon other buſineſs with Mr, Grenville, that on men- 
| E tioning 


SEC T. 4 
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23, 


February 3. 


| £36 3 
tioning the Caſe, Mr. Grenville expreſſed himſelf with be emotion, 
« That the Agent had addreſſed him upon that ſubject, inſiſting upon 
an anſwer; but that the Agent ſhould remember that he was a 
„ ſervant of the public as well as Mr. Grenville; and that his Ma- 
„ jeſty, on being diſpleaſed with his conduct, might diſmiſs him 
„% from the ſervice, as he might do him (Mr. Grenville) or any other 
« of his ſervants.” 

The Agent could not but perceive all the force of this Miniſterial 
Admonition ; and with the view to obtain a perfe& underſtanding 
with Mr. Grenville, he addreſſed him on the 28th, moſt reſpectfully 
requeſting the favour of an audience on the ſubject of his two letters 
of the 2oth inſtant. In return, he received an official letter from Mr. 


Grenville, dated the 3d of February, acknowleging his letters of the 
20th and 28th of laſt month: after which the letter proceeded thus. 
« It is neceflary for me again to inform you, that I have nothing to add 


% to my letter to you upon that ſubject of the 16th of July laſt. My 
« ſeeing you at preſent for the purpoſe mentioned in your laſt letter, 


appears to me to be wholly unneceſſary. If you have any further 


«© communication to tranſmit to me upon the point in queſtion, I 


„ ſhall be glad to receive it in writing. 
| | « I am,” &c, 


The Agent replied to this letter on the 2oth of F ebruary as fol- 
lows; _ 


« Sir, 
« From much doubt and uncertainty, I have not been ſooner able 


«© to reply to the laſt part of your letter which you honoured me 


« with on the 3d inſtant; which declines the private audience re- 
« queſted in mine of the 28th of laſt January, and yet directs me 
* to tranſmit to you, in writing, any further communications upon 


the point in queſtion, * now proceed to ſtate the object of that 
| „ private 
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( 27 1 
private audience; more eſpecially as I conceive the information 
you then honoured me with, reſpecting the Yucatan Claimapty, 
renders it at preſent indiſpenſably neceſſary. 

« For this purpoſe, I beg leave, Sir, with the higheſt deference 2 
and reſpect, to ſubmit to your candour, the very delicate and diſ- 
agreeable ſituation in which I at this moment ſtand, between his 


Majeſty's Miniſters, on the one hand, and * Claimants above- 
mentioned, on the other. 

The King's Miniſters refuſe every kind of patronage to the 
Claimants of Vucatan, whether that of obtaining them Compen- 
ſation from the Crown of Spain; or to permit their Caſe and Claims 


to come regularly under the conſideration. of Parliament: whilſt 


thoſe Claimants, under theſe circumſtances, call upon me, by the 
ſtrongeſt ties of honour, to diſcharge my duty as their Agent, in 
laying the Firſt and Second Parts of their Caſe before the public ; 
as conceiving this to be now, in their forlorn condition, the only 
practicable means for obtaining the attention of Parliament to thoſe 
public injuries and loſſes. 

«© The propriety and neceſſity of my acquitting myſelf with fide- 


lity of the truſt repoſed in me by the Claimants, leave me, as I 


have formerly had the honour of repreſenting to you, Sir, under 


no difficulty of giving them my beſt aſſiſtance in ſubmitting their 


Caſe to the inſpection of the public: but I am deeply intereſted, at 
the ſame time, in making it appear to his Majeſty's confidential 
ſervants, that this aſſiſtance, as it 1s given by me officially and 
neceſſarily, is alſo given without the ſmalleſt diminution of my 
reſpect and duty towards them, | 

In ſubmitting my conduct to your impartial obſervation, permit 
me fo requeſt of you, that in forming your deciſion on it, you will 


have the goodneſs, for a moment, to ſuppoſe yourſelf in my. 
place. & 


E 2 | Con- 
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( 28 ) 
« Convinced by the facts and arguments ſtated in the Firſt and 
Second Parts of the Caſe, that in juſtice they ſhould have the 
liberty of preſenting it to the Conſideration of the Houſe of Com- 
mons; I exerted every means in my power to have this application 


to Parliament introduced under the united direction of his Majeſty's 


Miniſters. For by ſucceeding in that mode of application, I hum- 
bly conceived I ſhould beſt ſerve the intereſts of my Conſtituents, 


and at the ſame time ſhew my dutiful reſpe& to the dignified ſer- 


vants of the Crown; who, in that mode of conducting it, would 
have the exalted merit of relieving the diſtrefſes of oppreſſed inno- 
cence, in a manner moſt agreeable to their feelings and ſentiments. 


But being ultimately diſappointed in this meaſure, I nevertheleſs 


made, what I humbly conceived to be, the beſt effort left in my 
power, both to ſhew my dutiful reſpe& to you, Sir, and ſerve the 
cauſe of the unfortunate Claimants : for I candidly laid before you, 
on the 2oth of laſt month, a manuſcript copy of the Second Part 
of their Cafe. The reaſons ſupporting it appeared to me then, as 
they do now, ſo concluſive, that I could not reſiſt flattering my- 
ſelf, that they might ſtill produce the effect I had always fo ar- 
dently wiſhed, of obtaining relief to the Claimants under the pa- 
tronage of Government ; without unfolding to the public any thing 
contained in the Second Part that might give the fmalleſt uneaſy 
ſenſation to any of his Majeſty's Miniſters. In this ſtate of mind, 
Sir, and in proportion to what I had conceived to be my well- 
grounded hopes of approbation and ſucceſs, I became more con- 
cerned and diſappointed than ever, when I received the honour of 
your letter of the zd inſtant, confirming your other letters of the 
11th and 16th of July laſt ; without taking any notice of the Se- 
cond Part of the Caſe, tranſmitted to you in writing on the ſaid 


2oth of Jaſt January; and altogether declining the audience I had 


requeſted on the 28th of that month. 
| 6 In 
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4 In this ſituation, Sir, I now addreſs you, and beg leave to affute SECT. I. 


w 


you, that whatever offence I may have given, the very reverſe has 
been my aim, in this and all other articles of buſineſsI have had the 7. 

honour of conducting in your department. Nor can any man wiſh more February 20. 
ſincerely to recommend himſelf to your favour, by a faithful dif- | 


charge of the truſts committed to him, than I, in particular, do.— 


Whilſt the facts and reaſons ſupporting the Claims, appear to nie 
not only uncontroverted, but incontrovertible; I humbly ſubmit how 
indiſpenſably neceſſary it is for me, as their Agent, to exhibit and en- 
force theſe their claims, at their requeſt, in this, the only and laft 
mode of application, that can give them any hope of being attended 
to. Had I refuſed this requeſt, would I not have been juſtly liable to 
their cenſure and reproach, as having deſerted their Cauſe and be- 
trayed their intereſts, at the time they moſt ſtood in need of my 
aſſiſtance. Had I covertly and in ſecret given this aſſiſtance, with- 
out honeſtly and openly acknowleging my conduct to you, Sir, 
would I not. moſt juſtly have incurred your cenſure and. contempt, 
as having acted a mean and double part ?—If, therefore, my ar- 
ranging this Publication, gives offence ; Is it not an offence ariſing 
from the unavoidable neceſſity of diſcharging my duty as Agent of 
the Claimants * A duty ſo indiſpenſable, that had I declined to 


perform it, the refuſal muſt have rendered me unworthy of every 


future truſt and confidence; and contaminated me, in mine own- 
idea, of my own character. Permit me, Sir, further to ſubmit 
to your conſideration, That the papers contained in the Second 
Part of the Caſe are the property of the Claimants, and are in their 
poſſeſſion... The act of publication is theirs, and not mine; and if 
any thing in the arrangement of arguments and facts now gives 


- offence, much more would have been given, had any other hand 


undertaken it. 

„ But though I have arranged the Second Part of the Caſe, there 

is no neceſſity of duty or honour, compelling me to put my name 
66 tos 


SECT. I. 
—ͤ — 


1790. 


. February 26. 4 office to me, and leave the concerned to Pans it from them- 


March 2. 


10. 


ITY * 
ö 


( 39 ) 
« to it, as Agent of the Claimants, If, therefore, it is in the leaſt 
« acceptable to you, Sir, that the Agent ſhould not appear in the 
„ Publication; I will expunge that part of it which delegates that 


< ſelves. 

+ Upon the whole, Sir, I humbly ſubmit my conduct in this bu- 
4 ſineſs to your impartial conſideration ; and reſt my character and 
reputation upon the regular and uniform conſiſtency of my princi- 
% ples, ſentiments, and proceedings, as appears from the long ſeries 
«© of papers which I have had the honour of preſenting to you, and 
«+ the prior Miniſters of your department, upon public and important 
ſubjects, for the period of the laſt ſeventeen years; begging leave 
« to aſſure you, that no man wiſhes more to cultivate your eſteem and 
„ favour than I do. 


— 
— 


by? “I have the honour to be,” &c. 
« Frognal Houſe, Hampſtead, 
« Saturday, 2oth February 1790.” 


Aſter ſoliciting an anſwer to this letter on the 2d of March, the 
Agent received on the 1oth of ſame month the following official let- 
ter from Mr, Nepean : 

Sir, “Whitehall, gth March 1790. 

] am directed by Mr. Secretary Grenville to acquaint you, in an- 
„ ſwer to the letters which you have written to him relative to the 
« Publication of the Second Part of the Caſe of the Baymen, on account 
of the loſſes in 1779, and the Caſe of the late Inhabitants of the 
« Moſquito Shore; That he does not think it neceſſary or proper for him 


„to give you any advice reſpecting the Publication of thoſe papers. 
„ „ 


To this letter the Agent made the following official reply to Mr. 
Nepean on the 1oth of March. 
% Sir, 
„] beg the favour that you will be fo good as moſt reſpe&tfully 
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„ 
4 to repreſent to Mr. Secretary Grenville, that I humbly conceive the SEOT. I. 
« very general anſwer contained in your letter to me of the gth inn 
ſtant, by his direction, can ouly have reference to the reſpective 


& letters which 1 had the honour of addreſſing. to him on oy an Mah 19, 


* 


6 


* 


and 23d of laſt month. 
« The firſt of theſe was, wholly, a letter 8 1 If moſt re- 
* ſpetfully and anxiouſly ſubmitting to Mr. Grenville's conſider- 
& ation, what I humbly conceived to be my indiſpenſable duty, as 
« Agent, in arranging the Second Part of the Caſe for Publication; 
„ upon which ſubject I had occaſion to write as follows: 

But although I have arranged the Second Part of the Rene 
« Caſe, there is no neceſſity of duty, or honour, compelling me to 
put my name to it, as Agent of the Claimants. If, therefore, it is 
in the leaſt acceptable to you, Sir, that the Agent ſhould not appear 
in the Publication; I will expunge that part of it which delegates 
that office to me, and leave the concerned to publiſh it for them- 
« ſelves.” 

It is, I humbly conceive, to this part of that letter to which your 
„ very general anſwer alludes, ſo far as reſpects the Baymen; and 
«+ as Mr. Grenville does not think it neceſſary or proper to give me 
„any advice reſpecting the Publication of the Second Part of the 
« Caſe, I now beg the favour of you, Sir, to affure him, that having it 
« unexpectedly (a) in my power, I ſhall expunge that part of it which 
„ delegates the an mens to me, and leave them to publiſh it in 
* what way they pleaſe,” &c. 

Agreeably to this reſolution thus communicated to Mr. ane 
the Agent acquainted the Friends of the Claimants with what had 


(a) Had the Claimants publiſhed the Second Part of their Caſe in January 1790, 
the Agent could not, nor would have ſuppreſſed any part of it on the 10th of March 
follow ing. | | 


paſſed; 


sb. 1. 
r 


1790. 


May 5. 


( 32 ) 
paſſed ;- and | conſiſtently with the whole tenor of his former conduct 
in forwarding an application to Parliament, he now obſerved to them, 
That no conſideration whatever remained, on his account, to prevent 


them from printing and publiſhing by themſelves the Second Part of 


their Caſe, in the manner they, ſhould think beſt for ſerving their 
tereſt. ' 

- From this time the 480 remained native until the month of 
May following. On the 5th of this month Mr. Chancellor Pitt an- 
nounced to the Houſe of Commons a meſſage from his Majeſty, 


See the Ga- ſtating, ** That veſſels belonging to his Majeſty's ſubjects, and na- 


zetteer and 
New Daily 


vigated under the Britiſh Flag, had been captured at Nootka 


Advertiſer, of * Sound, on the North-Weſtern Coaſt of America, by an officer 


the 6th and 


7th of May 
1790. 


* commanding two ſhips of war; and that their officers and crews 
had been ſent as priſoners to a Spaniſh port.“ The next day Mr. 


Pitt moved an addreſs to the King, upon the ſubject of the Royal 
Meſſage; upon which occaſion, as was then reported to the public, 


he ſtated, ** That Britiſh ſubjects had been forcibly interrupted in 
„trade, on a coaſt on which no ſettlements had previouſly been 
made, no excluſive claim of ſovereignty aſſerted by any other na- 
„tion; their ſhips, their property, and their perſons, had been 
«6. ſeized and carried into Spaniſh ports. This ſeizure had been made 
by force of arms, without any previous notice or negociation ; and 
« what muſt be conſidered as a deep aggravation of the inſult and 
« injury, the cargoes had been confiſcated for the benefit of the cap- 
4 tors, without the forms of proceſs and condemnation, which were 
« uſual between the ſubjects of nations actually at war. The bare 
mention of ſuch facts was ſufficieut to ſhew that ſuch full and 
« adequate ſatis faction muſt be required for the injury and the inſult, as 
« jt might be conſiſtent with the dignity of the Crown and the effen- 
tial intereſt of his Majeſty to accept,” &c.—The Addreſs was voted 
unanimouſly ; the Public partook of the animation of the legiſla- 

ture ; 
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ture; and the moſt Patty preparations of war were inſtantly. com- | SECT. I. 

The A Sake: th ek use 100 c ut; the e May 5. 
of the Miniſter and the ſpirit of the Nation. For all that was urged. b 25 

for exciting public reſentment and full compenſation on behalf of | 
thoſe ſufferers, applied with greater force to the veſſels, the effects, 
and the perſons of the Baymen, captured at Vucatan in September 

1779. In the caſe of Nootka Sound, the Crown of Spain defended 

the act on the ground of prior occupation and ſettlement ; and that 

the injury complained of, was only an act of juſtice, to prevent 

ſtrangers from invading its excluſive rights: But in the caſe of the 

Baymen, His Catholic Majeſty had, by ſolemn treaty, pledged his 

faith and Royal Promiſe of protection to the Britiſh ſubjects at Vuc- 

atan, That they ſhould not be "diſturbed. or moleſted, under any 

5+ pretence whatever, in their occupation of cutting, loading, and car» 

„ rying away logwood ;” ſo that in peace, or in war, they remained 

under his protection, whilſt they followed their occupations withiu 

his dominions. And ſo clear was this obligation, that even the Court | : 
of Spain had declared to the Engliſh Refident at Madrid, in November 
1784, that their effects ſhould be reftored ; yet the Miniſter had nei- 
ther obtained compenſation from that Court, nor would permit the 
injured ſufferers to preſent their Caſe to Parliament. At a period, 
promiſing as this appeared to be, the Agent addreſſed the ee 
letter to Mr. Secretary Grenville: 

Sir, 
] beg leave to remind you of the Firſt and Sn Parts of the May 8. 
* Baymens Caſe, which have been honoured with your particular 
iuſpection ſince the 20th of January laſt; and thereupon J moſt 
«« reſpeAfully ſubmit, that the captivity and depredations committed 
«© by the Spaniards upon theſe his Majeſty's ſubjects on the Coaſt of 
<< Yucatan, in September 1779, as far exceed the enormity of the 
| F „ offence 


* 


66 


66 
66 


« Frognal Houſe, Hampſtead, 


( 34 ) 


offence committed againſt the dignity of the Crown and the rights of 


the ſubjects of Great Britain, by the late capture of the Britiſh ſub- 
jects and ſhips at Nootka Sound, as the deliberate breach of a po- 
ſitive compact, and a long ſeries of the moſt ſolemn treaties, is ſu- 
perior, in the nature of offence and injury, to an exertion made in 
ſupport of a pretended right, however weak and unfounded that 
right may be. 

„I likewiſe, Sir, moſt reſpectfully ſubmit the 0 mode - 
ration of the Baymen, in abſtaining, hitherto, from their intended 
Publication ; and in relying ſolely on the wiſdom and magnanimity 
of his Majeſty's Government, for obtaining unto them ultimate ſa- 
tis faction and payment of the claims * in their abovementioned 
Caſe. 

& Thus circumſtanced, I moſt reſpectfully beg leave, on their 
behalf, further to ſubmit to you, Sir, and to his Majeſty's other 
confidential ſervants, the right and neceſſity of including their 
claims, as ſtated in their abovementioned Caſe, in the immediate 
application and demand to be made by his Majeſty on the Crown 
of Spain, as an eſſential and principal object of that demand; which 


remaining unredreſſed, will, it is moſt humbly conceived, leave a 


more indelible injury on the dignity of the Crown, and the eſſen- 
tial intereſts of his Majeſty's ſubjects, than the very great object of 
the captures at Nootka Sound, which now ſo juſtly attract the at- 
tention of his Majeſty and both Houſes of Parliament. 

« 1 pray, Sir, to be honoured with ſuch information upon this 
ſubject, as you may be pleaſed that I ſhould immediately commu- 


nicate to the concerned. 255 
& J have the honour to be,“ &c. 


« gib May 1790.” 
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On the 18th of the ſame month the Agent addreſſed Mr, Grenville, MeL. 8 I. | 


reminding him of the preceding Letter, and of the Moſquito Shore 
Claims ; and next day, at about eight in the morning, he received no- 


tice, dated the 18th, to give his attendance at the office on the 19th, 


at one o'clock, When he called at the office, he was conducted to 


Mr, Pitt's Houſe, in the Treaſury, where he had the honour of an 


interview with Mr. Pitt and Mr. Grenville. Here, the Moſquito Shore 
buſineſs being diſcuſſed, the Agent. begged leave to remind Mr. Gren- 
ville of what he had the honour of ſubmitting to him on the 8th in- 
ſtant, reſpecting the loſſes of the Baymen, in September 1779. Mr. 
Grenville replied, That he would ſay nothing more upon that ſub- 
jet; as there appeared to be no difference between the Baymen aud 
his Majeſty's other ſubjects captured in the courſe of the war; and 
this Mr. Pitt confirmed. The Agent humbly obſerved, That to him, 
and to all whom he had ever heard ſpeak upon the ſubject, their pe- 


culiar Caſe appeared very different from that of all his Majeſty's other 


ſubjects; not only becauſe no notice of the war was made to them; 
but becauſe they were eſpecially protected by the 17th Article of the 


1790. 
May 18. 
19. 


Treaty of Paris in 1763; and by a multitude of former treaties ſub- 


fiſting between the two Crowns. Mr. Pitt was pleaſed to anſwer, 
That they appeared to his Majeſty's Miniſters to be intirely in the 
ſame predicament with his Majeſty's other ſubjects captured in the 
time of war. Though this anſwer commanded ſilence, yet it by no 


means produced conviction. It was only aflertion, oppoſed to the 


invincible evidence of treaties ; and the expreſs conceſſion of the 
Court of Spain itſelf, who had admitted the juſtice of reſtitutioa when 
reſtricted to private property. 

The armament went on. with unexampled vigour and expedition, 
and the moſt formidable fleet, ever fitted out by this nation, ap- 
peared ready for action. In the midſt of this alarming preparation, 
the Agent was applied to, in the beginning of September, by Meſſrs. 
F 2 


Marſh 


1 


2. 1 Marſh and Spranger, (Commiſſioners nominated by Mr. Pitt, to ex- 


1790, 


Sept, 15. 


21. 


Nov. 4. 


amine and report upon the Claims of the Settlers on Vucatan, in the 


Bay of Honduras) requeſting him to lay before them, all papers that 


might tend to throw light on that buſineſs. This examination was 
confirmed by Mr. Steele's official letter from the Lords of the Treaſury 


to the Agent on the 1 5th; and in a conference which the Agent had 


with Mr. Smith, in name of Mr. Pitt, on the 21ſt of ſaid September. 
This event, as unexpected as it was agreeable, was duly attended to; 
and the Commiſſionets' were ſupplied by the Agent with the Firſt and 
Second Parts of the Caſe of the Yucatan Claimants, an Abſtract of 
the Loſſes as proved at Jamaica, and a Liſt of the Claimants Names, 
and the Amount of their Original Lofles, being £.809,040: 46. 6d. Ja- 
maica currency. But, alas! the fair proſpe& of obtaining juſtice for 
the Claimants was of ſhort duration: for on the zoth of this.month, 
the Commiſſioners returned the abovementioned papers to/the Agent, 
declaring they had no inſtructions to enquire into the ſubject of thoſs 
Claims. This contradictory and incomprehenſible conduct, ' was com- 
municated by the Agent, on the ſame day, by two ſeparate addreſſes, 
to Mr. Pitt, and to the Lords of the Treaſury. | 

The Agent not having been favoured with any anfiver to thoſs 
applications, and it having been announced by an Extraordinary. Ga- 
zette, on the 4th of November, that a Convention for terminating 
the differences which had ariſen with the Court of Spain had been 


agreed upon, and was to be figned and exchanged upon the 27th 


of October; he addrefled; on the ''1rth of November, a Memorial 
to the Duke of Leeds, and a Memorial to Mr.. Grenville, ſtating 
to them, reſpectively, That it appeared from Mr. Liſton's Diſ- 


patches to the Duke of Leeds, in November 1784, that the Court 


of Spain admitted the equity of the Baymens Claims; and therefore 
1 their patronage and protection in obtaining for them full com- 
penſation 
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« Sir, 


“] moſt reſpectfully pray your indulgence in being permitted . to» 
lay before you a Copy of a Memorial which I have at this time pre- 


ſented to his Grace the Duke of Leeds, and Mr. Grenville, on 


jects, in the preſent Convention, full compenſation and relief in 
the premiſes, | 

I likewiſe, Sir, moſt humbly pray your further FRE Yo HAI in 
being permitted upon the preſent occaſion, | to ſuggeſt a meafure 
which I had formerly the honour of hinting. to Lord North, at the 
time of adjuſting the Peace; and afterwards to the Marquis of Car- 
marthen, during the arrangements made in the laſt Convention. 
It is this:. Let the Yucatan Settlement be abandoned, where the 
ſettlers never can be happy, nor the two Crowns at eaſe, whilſt 
the ſubjects of the one live as a ſeparate colony under the domi- 
nion and ſovereignty of the other: And in lieu of that ſettlement; 
Let the Moſquito Shore return to the dominion of his Majeſty, to 
which the. Yucatan Settlers may be immediately removed, and 
ſolid and laſting arrangements take place. between-the two Crowns. 
«+ Should this idea meet encouragement, I ſhall be happy in having 
the honour. to illuſtrate and explain it. But ſhould it appear in any 


reſpect impertinent, or improper for me to. have taken this CR” 


I moſt mn Sir,. beg your pardon. 


& [have the honour to be,” &c. 


P. S. A printed Copy of the Baymens Caſe, which the memorial 
& refers to, is incloſed.“ 


No: 


penſation and relief, in the intended Convention. He at the 2 SECT. A 
ame WOO the en Wer to Mr. Pitt 11 2 


1790. 


behalf of his Majeſty's Subjects ſettled on the Coaſt of Yucatan; | 
praying their patronage and protection, in obtaining for tlioſe ſub- 
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No anſwer having been received to the preceding ſolicitations, the 
Agent addrefſed a Memorial to Mr. Pitt, on the 7th of December, 
ſtating ſhortly, the merits of the Claimants ſupplications from the 
beginning; and humbly requeſting to know, Whether they might 
any longer hope for redreſs? And, if they might ſtill expect it, In 
what form or manner they were to look for it? — This application 
was repeated, iu the form of a memorial, to the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury, on the 3d of February 1791; accompanied by a letter from the 
Agent to Mr. Secretary Steele, as follows ; 


<6 Sir, 5 

„No anſwer having been obtained to the various applications made 
to the Right Honourable Mr. Pitt, the Duke of Leeds, Lord 
% Grenville, and yourſelf, fince my reſpective letters to Mr. Pitt, and 
to you, Sir, of the zoth of September laſt, reſpecting the Claims 
« of the Settlers at Honduras; the Friends of thoſe Claimants and 
ſuch of themſelves as are in London, being earneſtly defirous of 
% being made finally acquainted with the reſult of their many years 
« anxious, but ineffeftual ſolicitations for redreſs, on account of their 
«+ lofles and the enormous injuries inflicted upon them in September 


4 


1779: have requeſted me to preſent the incloſed Memorial to the 


« Board of Treaſury, conceiving by Mr. Pitt's ſilence, that he may 
„ be more inclined to give a final anſwer, with the concurrence of 
« their Lordſhips, than perſonally by himſelf. But, in order to pre- 
« vent any miſtake, and to expreſs the higheſt reſpect for, and de- 
„ pendence upon Mr. Pitt; I am to pray. you, Sir, previouſly, to 
% communicate the Memorial to him, and to receive his directions 
« concerning it; for the ſole aim and with of the concerned in mak- 
« ing this application is, to know with certainty and without delay, 
« Whether and in what manner they are to be aſſiſted by Govern- 
ment, in their applicatiou to Parliament for compenſation; leaving 

| 66 the 


ER CO I) 5 
« the manner of obtaining and communicating to them the fenti- 'SECT. I. 
ments of Government upon this N to the Firſt Lord of the | 


66 6 rand 2791. 
6 I have the honour to be,” Kr. 


After many ſolicitations and attendances at the Treaſury, the Ny 24. 
Agent received, on the 24th of May 1791, the following official an- 
ſwer from Mr. Secretary Long, upon the ſubject: | 


+, 
I am commanded by the Lords Commiſfioners. of his Majeſty's | 
4 Treaſury, to acquaint you for the information of the perſons claim- 
ing compenſation for the loſſes they ſuſtained on the Coaſt of Vuc- 
« atan in September 1779; That having taken their Memorial into 
&« conſideration, under all the circumſtances. of the Caſe, they cannot 
grant the Memorialiſts any relief. 
© Treaſury Chambers, 
« May 23 1791,” 


This final anfwer, appeared to the Agent altogether incomprehienſibls.. 
The Yucatan Claimants had never expected, nor had ever applied for re- 
lief to the Lords of the Treaſury. They had ſuſtained loſſes and endured 
injuries to the greateſt extent, as ſubjects; aud, in a manner, the 
moſt ignominieus and infulting to the honour: and dignity of the 
Crown and Nation of Great Britain. They had ſolicited Government 
at ſettling the Preliminaries in 178, at adjuſting. the Peace in 1783. 
and at terminating the Convention in 1786, to obtain compen- 
ſation from his Catholic Majeſty, whoſe good faith and honour was. 
bound, by whatever is held ſacred. amongſt men, to make the ful- 
leſt ſatisfaction; yet in all theſe efforts, their juſt expectations from 
Government had failed. Even after the Court of Spain bad admitted 
the juſtice of their Claims, in November 1784, by promiſing reſtitu- 
tion of all private property ;, and after long and earneſt ſolicitations to- 
Govern- 


1 


SECT. 1. Government to bring this promiſe to effect; they were equally 2 


1791, 


- May 24. 


pointed. Seeing no probability of bringing the Royal Aggteſſor to a 
ſenſe of Juſtice, they determined to bring their Caſe, as an injured 
Public Body, before the nation ; by ſubmitting their claims to the 
equity. and liberality of Parliament, in March 1789. But inſtead: of 
ſypport, from Government, meaſures the moſt repulſive are added 
to their injuries: they were treated as a, private individual, on a pri- 
vate occaſion; and pecuniary compenſation being the object of their 
Petition, they were not permitted to preſent it, without the con- 
ſent of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. As if, inſtead of ap- 
plying to the Repreſentatives of the People, who alone hold the 
Public Purſe of the Community, to be indemnified againſt a Public 
Loſs, which they had ſuſtained in the Public Cauſe, for the Public 
Benefit ; they had applied to the Crown to be reimburſed for theic 
loſſes, out of the Privy Purſe of the Sovereign. To obyiate this un- 
looked for, and inconceiveable objection, they referred the Chancellor 
to the Firſt and Second Parts of their Caſe, and uſed, what appeared 
to them the moſt concluſive arguments, for aſcertaining the intrinſic 
merit of their claims, and for attaching to themſelves his approbation 
and eſteem, as proper objects of Parliamentary Conſideration, and 
of Public Indemnity. The intervention of the Nootka Sound cap- 
tures, and the dubious pretenſions of both Crowns to excluſive ſove- 
reignty in that part of the continent, only ſerved to raiſe and fix the 
ſuperior right of the Yucatan Claimants to national protection, com- 
paſſion, and relief. It was not upon this occaſion that they aſked relief 
from the Chancellor, as Firſt Lord'of the Treaſury ; or through him, 
from that Honourable Board. They had applied originally and uni- 
formly to Mr, Pitt, as the Firſt Miniſter-of the Couutry, and Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. Through that medium alone, they looked 
for the Royal Recommendation to Parliament, and from his powets, 
aud that recommendation, they hoped for à liberal diſcuſſion of their 

claims, 


* 1 


Ta) : | | = 
claims. It was Mr. Pitt's pleaſure ſolely to interpoſe the Lords of the ,SECT. * 


Treaſury, by iſſuing the official commands of that. Board to „ 
Agent in September 1790, to lay the Vucatan ente ee, Fw. 3 


miſſioners. To tell them, therefore, through the organ of the Lords * FE 
of the Treaſury, that their Lordſhips could not grant them relief, ap- XA 
peared wholly unintelligible ; as their Lordſhips could not be expected | A 
to be either willing or able, as a Board of Financial Treaſury, to re- 
lieve them. But from the incomprehenſible mode of returning this 
final anſwer, it was evident that no portion of that ſpirit which had 
ſo powerfully actuated the nation for a few months againſt Spain, on 2 
the affair of Nootka Sound, would, in the ſmalleſt degree, be exerted | 
in favour of theſe infinitely more injured people; whoſe ſhipping, 
property, and perſons, had been openly, wantonly, and inſolently 
deſtroyed at the pleaſure of the captors; and that in violation of every 
obligation ariſing from ſolemn compact, good faith, and royal pro- 
mile. 

In reply to this final anſwer of the Miniſter, * The Agent begged 
leave to aſſure the Lords of the Treaſury (by a letter to Mr. Long, 
of the 24th of ſaid May,) that he would make the perſons claiming 
„ compenſation duly acquaiated with the above information.” This 
he did on the 26th of that month to ſuch of them as were here ; and May 26, 
in the beginning of June following he tranſmitted to the main body, 
reſident at Yucatan, a copy of their Lordſhips ſaid letter, through 
Mr. Long. 
From the whole of this negociation the following wd. 1793. 
founded upon the Conſtitutional Rights of the ſubject, and that clear 
fundamental principle of juſtice, That there ſhould be no T"_ 
without a remedy; are moſt reſpectfully ſubmitted. 

Firſt, That the public body of men, ſettled on the Coaſt of . 
atan by ſolemn treaty in 1763, and that treaty approved by Parlia- 
ment; remained there under, and juſtly entitled to, National Protec- 

8 tion, 


6 


SECT. 1. tion, and to all the conveniencies, privileges, and rights, which were 


1793. 


expreſſed and conveyed by that treaty, for carrying on the wood- 
trade; with perfect freedom to their nn, and ſecurity to _ | 
property. 

Secondly, That the treacherous depredation cont by the Spe 
niards on their perſons and property, in September 1779, was an in- 


ſult 'of the firſt magnitude, againſt the r, and honour of one 


Britain. 

Thirdly, That this Public Body, thus 1 and diſtreſſed in the 
Public Cauſe, had a right to ſtate to a Britiſn Houſe of Commons, 
the nature and extent of the injuries, with which they had been af- 
flicted; relying on the known liberality and juſtice of that Honour- 
able Houſe, for remuneration and redreſs from the Public Purſe. 
And that a caſe thus circumſtanced on. public grounds, was independ- 
ent of, and by no means analogous to, any practice or cuſtom ob- 
ſerved by the Houſe, in receiving private petitions, from private in- 
dividuals, through the medium of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
as the Organ of the Crown, claiming benevolence from its Civil Eſtab- 
liſhment, or Privy Purſe. 

Fourthly, That the difficulties which have been bebe againft 
the intended Petition of the Claimants, to the Houſe of Commons, 
have operated, in their minds, to a delay of juſtice, and to an ob- 
ſtruction of the Conſtitutional Right of ſubmitting public oppreſſion, 
to the eye and inveſtigation of the Repreſentatives of the People. 

Fifthly, That thoſe difficulties, added to the inability of the Claim- 
ants to remove or to overcome them, have obtruded this ſtatement 
upon the Public; in the hope, that in the end their Claims may be 
inveſtigated, and the views of National Vn anſwered and accom- 
pliſhed. - | 

Sixthly, That the loſſes ſuſtained in September 1779) (abſtratted 
from the loſs of time and r for two years and nine months,) 

were 


( 43 ) 
were C. 109, 846 45. 6d. Jamaica currency; which, with legal Weſt SECT. I. 
India Intereſt of fix per cent. at the time they attempted to petition the 
Houſe of Commons, in March 1789, amounted to £.167,091. 45. 10d. 
Jamaica currency, equal to £.119,317. 10s. 109, ſterling ; and with 
the continuation of intereſt ſince that time, to the 28th of February 
1794, will amount to the ſum of J. 198, 841. os. 7d. Jamaica cur- 
rency, equal to £.142,029. 6s. 14d. ſterling money of Great Britain, 
errors of calculation excepted. Every means within their power they 
have moſt aſſiduouſly uſed to obtain an enquiry into this loſs ; but, 
unhappily, without ſucceſs : though hitherto defeated in every ap- 
plication, they rely with confidence on their laſt and only reſort, the 

good ſenſe and. juſtice of the Public: not doubting, but that in the 
end, their complaints will be heard, and their wrongs redreſſed, in 


Parliament, 


1793. 


G 2 SECTION 


'PEEELO Nan. 


Reſpetling be Petition on the Moſquito Shore Claims. 


"THE Moſquito Shore, in America, extends from the northern 
branch of the Deſaguaders, in 10˙ 21' to Cape Gracias a Dios, 
in 15* north latitude; and from Cape Gracios a Dios, in 81* 41", to 
Cape Caſtile, or Cape Honduras, in 85* 41' welt longitude from Green- 
wich. | 

In every ſociety of men, from the moſt rude and ſimple aſſocia- 
tions, up to the moſt perfect and refined ſtate of civilization, there is 
a natural public intereſt; which, by being attended to, ſecures and 
promotes its felicity ; but by being neglected, produces miſery and 
diſtreſs, 

This natural public intereſt may be more diſtinctly perceived and 
more univerſally. attended to, in the firſt ſmall and rude affociations 
of men, than in extenſive and civilized nations ; where improvement 
and art have divided men into various claſſes and ranks, which give 
riſe to various purſuits, counteraQing each other, and often oppoſed 
to the general intereſt of the whole. 

The Moſquito Indians fall under the firſt of theſe deſcriptions ; 
inſomuch, that their natural public and private intereſt, is, and 
uniformly has been, one and the ſame, It conſiſts in the unre- 


ſtrained freedom of all the natural enjoyments of life. They range 
the 
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the woods, paddle on the wave, hunt and fiſh, as inclination or ne- SECT. II, 


ceſſity directs; and as extreme fatigue affords them the ſweets of re- 
poſe ; ſo the enjoyment of repoſe, ſtimulates to labour, activity, and 


enterpriſe. A moſt ſalubrious climate bleſſes them with every pro- 


duction, by ſea and land; and the pure gratification of natural unim- 


paired appetites, gives them, perhaps, a ſuperior degree of pleaſure 
and of happineſs, to that which is enjoyed by the enlightened nations. 


of Europe, who hold them in contempt. 
Such was the ſituation of this innocent, but high- ſpirited people, 


when the Spaniſh invaſions took place in America; as well as when 
the Engliſh adventurers firſt became acquainted with them, in the 
beginning of the laſt century. Their love of liberty, added to their. 
natural bravery, impelled them to maintain, in Sovereign Independ- 
ency, the poſſeſſion of their mountains, valleys, woods, lakes, and 


rivers; againſt the ſuperior art, arms, and even cruelties- of Spain. 
One common intereſt united them with their new friends, the Eng- 


liſh, as having one and the ſame common enemy, (the Spauiard,); 
who aimed at engroſſing the whole poſſeſſion of the new world, in 


excluſion of all other nations. The view of the Indians, in this poli- 


tical connection, was protection; on our part, an impregnable bar- 
rier preſented itſelf, in that portion of the world, againſt the power 
of Spain, as well as the means of forming important commercial ſet- 


tlements in one of the fineſt countries on the globe. 


Soon after the conqueſt of Jamaica by the Government of England, 


in 1656, this Federal Union took place. The Moſquito King, with 
the concurrence of his Chiefs and People, ſubmitted themſelves to the 
protection of Charles the Second; and the Governor of Jamaica, in 
the name of his Sovereign, accepted of this ſubmiſſion, and promiſed 
them the Royal Protection. They ever afterwards continued faithful 


to the intereſts, and obedient to the commands of the Sovereigns of. 


this country, Whenever the Crown declared war againſt Spain, they 


readi] y- 


— 
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SECT, u. „ Teadily appeared as our Ally, and ated with vigour and ſucceſs againſt 


1739 
ro 0 


I 748. 


the Common Enemy. When Peace was reſtored between the two 
nations, they too held forth the olive branch to the Spaniards, and 
permitted them to come into their country with confidence and ſe- 


curity, to trade with the ſubjects of Great Britain.—A long time had 


elapſed, before any regular eſtabliſhment took place on the Moſquito 
Shore. Jamaica, was not ſufficiently peopled and cultivated to make 
ſuch eſtabliſhments ; but from the beginning, many individual adven- 
turers paſſed, from time to time, from thence to the Shore, and 
traded to the beſt advantage with the Indians for tortoiſeſhell, ſarſa- 
parilla, and deer-ſkin; and, under their protection, bartered Britiſh 
commodities for Spaniſh gold. This tranſient commerce on the 


Moſquito Shore; and the logwood-trade carried on by the Britiſh ſet- 


tlement in the Province of Vucatan, on the weſtern parts of the Bay 


of Honduras; the Court of Spain thought proper, unjuſtly to inter- 


rupt. The captures made by Spain, upon the free navigation of Bri- 
tiſh ſubje&s in that part of the world, rouſed the national reſentment 
of Britain, and gave riſe to the Spaniſh War of 1739. During that 


war, the honour of the Britiſh Flag was gallantly ſupported ; and 
the freedom of navigation, without ſearch, was unequivocally eſtab · 
liſhed at the Concluſion of the Peace in 1748. Prior to this period, 
the Governor of Jamaica had appointed Juſtices of Peace on the 


Moſquito Shore, with authority, (beſide the diſcharge of the ordi- 


nary duties belonging to their functions as Juſtices,) to decide in com- 
mercial controverſies, in matters of contract and of debt. But, as 
in the courſe of the war, the importance of the Shore was more fully 
made known to, and underſtood by, Government, it was deter- 
mined to hold it publicly, as under the immediate and eſpecial Sove- 
reignty of Great Britain, For this purpoſe, his Majeſty appointed 
a ſuperintendent, to preſide for the future, on the Moſquito Shore; 
to cultivate and preſerye the friendſhip of the Federated Indians, and 

promote 
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promote and extend the intereſt and commerce of his Majeſty's ſub- SECT. u, | 
jects reſiding 1 in it. Captain Robert Hodgſon, who had been active ; 
in carrying on the public ſervice in that country, during the war, 

was the firſt Superintendent appointed to execute this office, He 
proceeded, in the year 1749, with the command of one hundred men, 172 
drafted from the troops at Jamaica, and took poſſeſſion of his prin= 1563. 
cipal ſtation at Black River, on the Moſquito Shore; where he erected 

a fort, mounted it with cannon, hoiſted the Royal F lag, and kept 
garriſon ; in formal publication to all the world, and to the Crown: 

of Spain, in particular, whom alone it concerned, and whoſe domi- 

nions were everywhere ſurrounding it; that this independent Country 

of the Moſquito Shore, was under the direct ſovereignty and protection 

of Great Britain. 


the Council of State at Jamaica, reported to the Lieutenant-Goveruor, 
by his direction, and by him tranſmitted home to the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, in 1773. 
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Moſquito Shore, and the diſturbances at preſent ſubſiſting among 29 and 


Indians ſo juſtly remarkable for their fixed hereditary hatred of 


4 


The preceding relation, is evident from the plowing minutes of 


« The Committee of the Board to whom your honour was pleaſed Minutes of 


to refer ſundry papers, letters, and examinations, reſpecting the MX Meter 


2 1 l Council of 
the Britiſh ſettlers thereon ; have taken the ſame into- their moſt Jam 1 aica 27th 


ſerious and diſpaſſionate deliberation, and now attend your honour 456 ra 
with their report.” | 

We find the number of inhabitants in 1770 to have been be- 
tween two and three hundred whites, about two hundred perſons 


of mixed blood, and about nine hundred flaves. The Moſquito 


the Spaniards, and attachment to us, were formerly.very numerous ; 
but they were much reduced ſome years ago by the ſmall pox: 
their preſent number is from ſeven to ten thouſand. 

An Adminiſtration of "ws by Magiſtrates, appointed by the 
„Governor 
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(4) 5 

Governor of Jamaica and Courts of Quarter-Seſſion, have been ſet- 
tled there for many years; and a Commiſſion of Superintendency, 
amenable to the control and examination of the Governor and 


Council of Jamaica, has been granted by the Crown. 


We beg leave to point out not only a few of thoſe advantages 


which we humbly conceive ought to engage the effectual inter- 

ference and protection of Government, but alſo to ſtate the na- 

ture of his Majeſty's territorial right ; perceiving with equal ſur- 

priſe and alarm, from the papers ſubmitted to our inſpection, 

that endeavours have formerly been made to create doubts as to his 

Majeſty*s juſt claims to the ſovereignty of this moſt valuable and 

delightful Country. | 
% The native Indians of this Country have never been con- 

quered by, nor ever ſubmitted to the Spaniſh Government. 

The Spaniards never had any ſettlement amongſt them. During 

the courſe of 150 years, they have maintained a ſtrict and unin- 

terrupted alliance with the ſubjects of Great Britain. They made 

a free and formal ceſſion of the dominion of their country to his. 
Majeſty's predeceflors, acknowledging the King of Great Britain for 

their Sovereigu long before the American Treaty concluded at 

Madrid in 1670; and, conſequently, our right was declared by 

the 7th Article of that Treaty. This ceſſion of the Indians to 

the Britiſh Crown has been frequently and® very formally re- 

peated, particularly by the Moſquito King to the Duke of Al- 

bemarle, when Governor of Jamaica; and this accumulation of 
Britiſh Right was not impaired by the laſt Treaty of Peace. Theſe 

appear to us to be truths equally certain and notorious ; and after 

this it is difficult to gueſs what can be ſaid to invalidate his Majeſ- 

ty's rights and acknowledged title to the Sovereignty of the Moſ- 

quito Shore. 


Of the boundaries and extent of this Country, we find it diffi- 
„cult 


n oy AF Fa . n 
8 8 Wares 2 1 
ng 8 OL 4 


1 1 oF, IS A ap [ 3 * 7 E Sen in en,” . EEE #2» * * A F 8 + N 7 > . - N _ 
7 S "EAA N RY 3 22 I CO . . * ad; WG r MI 8 © LY þ p 4 4 1 ks” ths es, 4 R 8 7 ERAS, 2 She . * ; I : . F 
8 | . & — I \ p A; 4p | x 40S; 5 rai. rn ICY N Do ee n rl Ol * Cady r PP A 
* n 8 5 N 22 5 1 9 n Toh iy + oF FE 3 el 0, SO” TP F . 8 r N * 3 5 5 
- . e wt EE ˖ I aa oe RE 8 eee Fs . 0 
„ Ps 5 as." Ba A a > 5 1 Ns 7 ä 1 8 8 8 ; TS beds ** % 
FSC N a be 1 * * 1 ao,» (Io . < > 8 2 2 ww e m ND u 4 * 0 he it 2 8 n Das. — * 
r = ns nn 1 % 2 Nen c nn Tee Jones. ics. Cas : r 0 
* e 1 Ni r 2 „T — or rei HD gs; 2 ord Pn 18 & + f 3 1 a "05 2 FER ER 9 eas 1 1 
IE WIE ROLE lt * 3 F „442 , q ts , . TY ne. ebay * Y EEWAE * 7 2 r 
þ s.”s - * * FRI ww Ho... We W 3 n L * — s. 2 > * ©. aw > * 
** 4% 5 b «. Fog — . N Ar 3 r 2 * 
I \ x 1 


1 e Se r n 


4 
— re ** p 1 9 _ Ys 4" — 4 * q 
1 FLA A Wo Ba - * R Ga r * * * ern 1 1 4 « * { 
e 2 2 SP Fa * ">. = af Wy 8 . 4 1 * Ne a a ax ata. 44 - + , 
* 4 WY 2 1 Wo 4 4 5 0 308 12 4 hi 4 i £ * * N — GA 1 
6 * bs 2 RR * 1 Y - _ LR. + 2 n 0 
n _—_— N * ea 4 F K "4 1 * by n 8 \ 


& — 
in vw e "ras 17 08 8 
o & 4 ** 55 af * 
E 
tf 


c 
p 2 
2 ' I + "a 1." 
8 A r * — 6 
— Mtg * 8 IFN 3 dy * "= 
ot &. "x 3 > = + 
"re a oy * n . 
n r 


— 
& . 1 * 
bs. & 8 4 — * * 
NN ©, nh the * e 2 . "TIS. 
998 = 5 + . 


e 
n 


„ 
2 


4 ag Rm #4 


Nr 


* 
PF. 
i ee,” et 
D 


46 


generally reckoned the center of its ſea- coaſt 
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from the ceſſion of the Indians, our limits are as indefinite a 
1749 
to 


1703. 


theirs., - Cape Gracios a Dios, in 15 degrees of north latitude, is 
„which is ſuppoſed to 
extend from Cape Honduras to the northern; branch of the Deſa» 
guaders of Nicaragua, about 180 leagues; and if the diſtant moun- 
tains which bound the Spaniſh territories behind, be conſidered as 


the inland Iine, Great Britain poſſeſſes an extent of country on 
this coaſt, exceeding the Kingdom of Portugal by more than one 


half. The climate, as we are well informed, is milder than in 
any of the Weſt India iſlands, and the air more ſalubrious; the 
lands are everywhere well watered, and everywhere fertile. The 


ceſſaries, and even the luxuries of life, preſent themſelves on all 
ſides: the rivers, lagoons, and ſea abound with excellent fiſh ; 
and the coaſts afford the greateſt number of the fineſt turtle both 
for food and for the ſhell, of any country of equal extent in the 
known world. The cotton- tree, the cacao, or the chocolate-nut, 


and venelloes, flouriſh ſpontaneouſly all over the country; indigo 


too is a native, and appears to be of the ſame ſort with that of 
the neighbouring province of Guatimala, which is accounted the 
beſt of any. The ſugar-cane arrives here to as great perfection, 
as in any of the iflands; and of mahogany and ſarſaparilla, the 
quantity exported annually is ſo great, as to render the ſettlement 
already an object of no ſmall importance to the commerce of Great 
Britain; no leſs than 800,000 ſuperficial feet of the former of theſe 


% 


5 cult; indeed to form a preciſe idea; as our rights being FORE SECT. I. - 


articles, and of the latter apo, ooolb. excluſive of 10,0001b. of tor- 


toiſeſhell, having been ſhipped to England in 1769. The banks of 
the rivers and lagoons are equally well adapted to the growth of 
* logwood, as any part of the neighbouring Province of Honduras; 


and we have reaſon to think, from the nature of this plant, that in 
H tha 


p * "Ts 


* 
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SECT. It, #* the courſe of 20 or 30 years, a ſufficient quantity may be aeg in 
N « this Country, to ſupply all Europe.“ 


From this time, during the Peace, 100 until the concluſion of the | 


enſuing War of 1756, the Moſquito Shore continued to be a military, 

163 federal, protected province of Great Britain. In the Peace concluded in 
1768. 1763, the 17th Article of that Treaty had no connection whatever with 
the Moſquito Shore; but the Miniſters of that day, ſeem to have but 
little underſtood the hiſtory and importance of that Country. They 

would not condeſcend to aſk, and were above receiving any advice 

upon the ſubject. In the reſult of negociation they were, of courſe, 
impoſed upon by the Court of Spain. For at the inſtances of that 
Court, they gave orders in 1764, for demoliſhing the fort at Black 
River, and withdrawing the garriſon to Jamaica. By this injudicious 
meaſure, a material injury was done to the intereſts of Great Britain 
and the Moſquito Shore, which is fully explained in the Moſquito 
Shore Caſe, printed in 1789. They ſoon afterwards, however, faw 


in refuſing the Spaniards admiſſion into the country. Future admi- 

niſtration continued to ſupport the Settlements and the Sovereignty 

of the Crown, in that diſtrict, in ſuch a manner as ſufficiently to 

filence all the un founded pretenſions _ the Crown of Spain to any 
dominion over it. 

From the firſt eſtabliſhment of a Superintendent on the Shore, and 

a garriſon at Black River, the colony increaſed in population and re- 

ſpeability ; notwithſtanding the frequent interruptions which it met 

with from Superintendent Hodgſon, (the ſecond of that name, who 

February Was appointed in February 1768, and the various fecret attempts of 

1768 the Spaniards, to oppreſs the Indians and the ſettlements during his 

111. adminiſtration on the Shore. The ſettlers, who now poſſeſſed more 

enterpriſe and diſcernment than the firſt adventurers, and who per- 


ceived, from the Royal InftruQions * to the Superintendents, 
that 


their error, and approved of the conduct of Superintendent Otway, 
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erect immediately the Country into a Britiſh Province; yet that they 
were very deſirous to encourage and promote its commerce : naturally 
concluded that, the ſooner they were able to bring its trade into a 
conſpicuous point of view, the ſooner they would render it expedient 
for his Majeſty's Miniſters to | accompliſh this. defireable object ; and 
the better promote their own intereſts in the mean time. With this 


view they began to purchaſe lands from the Indians, to plant ſugar- 


canes, and cyltivate cotton, cacao, and other valuable articles, In 
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particular, eight of the principal ſettlers purchaſed a tract of land 


containing a gold mine, lying on the banks of Polloy River, and 
extending in length about ſeventy miles, and thirty miles in breadth, 


on each fide of it, known by the name of Alberapoyer, Their mo- 


tive, in acquiring this large tract of country, was, to aſſociate pur - 


chaſers with themſelves from Great Britain, to work the mine, im- 


prove the eſtate, and raiſe the importance of the colony. To accom- 


pliſn which, they gave full powers to Captain Lawrie, one of their 


number, afterwards Lieutenant - Colonel Lawrie, and the laſt Super - 
intendent of the Moſquito Shore, who was then going to London on his 
private affairs. This purchaſe was made in May and June 1771. Cap» 
tain Lawrie, on his arrival in London, and previous to his enlarging the 
number ofthe proprietors of the eſtate, laid the nature of the tranſaction 


before Lord Hilliborough, his Majeſty's Secretary of State, in a Me- 


morial for that purpoſe, on the month of November following; and 
requeſted to know what ſupport might be expected from Government, 
on carrying the plan 4nto--execution. His Lordſhip approved of the 
plan, and aſſured him of protection. This aſſurance of public ſup- 
port, enabled him to accompliſh his purpoſe in April 1772, by a 
deed of demiſe and declaration of truſt, for dividing the eſtate into 
two-and-twenty ſhares: and the new. proprietors, to exclude every 


idea of fraud or impoſition in acquiring ſo large a property, obliged 
the orga proprietors to obtain a renewal and confirmation of their 


H a | firſt 


t, 
May & June. 


1778. 


April. 


2 u, 


. 


| November. 


(# ) 
firſt grant, by the moſt approved modè of leaſe and lente f und to 
enter the deeds in the Records of the Settlement at Black River; 
which was duly accompliſhed in the courſe of that year. In June 1773, 
the Proprietors at London had occaſion to complain to the Earl of 


Dartmouth, as Secretary of State, of the interference of Super- 


intendent Hodgſon, in the management of their eſtate; upon which 
occaſion they recited their former Memorial to Lord Hillſborough; 
and in conſirmation of the protection then promiſed to Captain Law- 
rie, his Lordſhip aſſured them of redreſs; which was afterwards fully 
effected. Such was the notoriety of this purchaſe, and uh Tap! ap- 
FR of Government, in carrying it into execution; 

In November 1773, the whole Colony complained of the ill conduct 
of Superintendent Hodgſon :' and in the courſe of ſoliciting the com- 
plaint, the Agent to the Shore reſpectfully ſtated the utility of improv- 
ing its police; and ſubmitted a ſketch for this purpoſe, to Lord Dart- 
mouth, on the gth of July 1774. In January 1775, an Embaſſy arrived 


in London, conſiſting of young George, ſon of the Moſquito King, 


Iſaac his brother, Captain Smee and Captain Richards, tw¾o Moſquito 
Chiefs ſa). This Embaſſy, (amongſt other objects of utility, ) had in view 
the rectifying of a flagrant abuſe, which had been then too often prac- 
tiſed, of ſhips carrying off free Indians, belonging to the back Indian 
Settlements, and ſelling them for ſlaves in North America; and it 
likewiſe confirmed the irreconcileable averſion of the Indians to Mr, 
Hodgſon; the Superintendent, Government attended to the complaints. 
A new ſyſtem of police was formed by Lord Dartmouth, in Auguſt ; 
which Governor Sir Baſil Keith put in execution, in the month of 
December 1775. This ſyſtem conſiſted of a Council of Government, 


{a) It is the cuſtom of the Moſquito-Indians to aſſume to themſelves Britiſh names, 
Thus, the Moſquito-king calls himſelf, George, after his Majeſty, His ſon, alſo, 
is named George. Iſaac, the Indian king's brother, likewiſe aſſumed the title of, 
Duke of York: and the names, Iſaac, Smee, and Richards, were aſſumed from par- 


ticular Britiſh ſubjedts, whom they owed, F 
| 0 
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of which the Superintendent: was Preſident; of 2 Court of Common SEOT. * 
Pleas; and of a Bench of Juſtices of Peace. Appeals were to lay from 
the Juſtices of Peace, to the Court of Common Pleas; from the 
Court of Common Pleas, to the Council of Government; and from the 
Council of Government, to the Governor and Council of Jamaica. Su- 
perintendent Hodgſon was ordered home to London, and Sir Baſil Keith 
appointed John Ferguſon, Eſq. to act as Superintendent pro tempore. 

In October 1775, Lord Dartmouth ordered the Agent to be fur- Oftober: 
niſhed with a copy of Superintendent Hodgſon's Defence te the Com- 
plaints alledged agaiuſt him by the Colony in 1773; and on the zoth | 
of December the Agent preſented to Lord George Germaine, (who ſuc - Dec. 30. 
ceeded Lord Dartmouth), the Colonial Reply to Mr. Hodgſon's De 
fences ; ſtating, in a ſeparate Memorial, the whole merits of the caſe, 

Lord George laid the whole proceedings before the Board of Trade; 

and in the month of May 1776, Mr, Hodgſon was diſmiſſed, and Cap- 3. I 
tain Lawrie appointed to ſucceed him. Superintendent Lawrie ſet out 
immediately for Jamaica, received Sir Baſil Keith's commiſſion, as 
Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Subjects on the Moſquito Shore, 

and proceeded immediately to the principal ſettlement at Black River; 

where, on his arrival, the 2gth of Auguſt, his preſence reſtored ani- Auguſt 29. 
mation to the colony, and recovered all the wonted affection of the 
Indians to the intereſts of the ſettlements and the nation. He found 

them doubly diſtreſſed by the Spaniſh capture of the Morning Star, 1y- 

ing at anchor off Black River in April preceding (a); and by the recent 
deſertions of their negroes, encouraged by the inimical diſpoſition of 


(a). Young George, the Prince, and the other three Chiefs, (mentioned in the pre- 
ceding page,) having finiſhed their Embaſſy ; took their paſſage on board the Morning 


1778. 


Star, Capt. Millar, bound from London to the Moſquito Shore, about the month of 


January 1776. Advices of this embarkation were, it is ſuppoſed, tranſmitted to the Spa- 
nifh Weſt Indies, as two Spaniſh guarda coſtas were there fitted out, to intercept her, 
Fortunately for the Prince and his companions, the veſſel put in at Cape Gracios a Dios, 
where they were landed; but on the Morning Star procceding to her deſtination at 
Black River, the two cruizers fell in with her when lying at anchor, in the road Stead, 


and made prize of her. 
the 


1777. 
October. 


1778. 
January. 


( 54 ) 
ger. n. the Spaniards towards the Indians and the ſettlement. In the cloſe of 


the ſame year, the Agent being in Italy, and having good reaſon to be- 


lieve that the Court of Spain was determined to join the revolted pro- 


vinces in North America, he tranſmitted to Lord George Germaine the 
ſketch of a plan, in caſe of a war, by which the Moſquito Shore might 
be the means of depriving Spain of all her American treaſures, 

In 1777, ſome of the principal ſettlers, who were attentive on im- 


_ proving the Moſquito Shore, ſent home an affortment of ſugars, rum, 
indigo, bark, ſarſaparilla, tortoiſeſhell, &c. They arrived in two veſ- 


ſels, the Neptune and the Hope: the firſt in October 1777, the other 
about January 1778. The ſugars in both, and the ſugars only, were 
refuſed admiſſion at the Cuſtom-Houſe; which obliged them to go to 


a foreign market. The objection to admitting the ſugars, was, a clauſe, 


in 6th of George the 3d. c. 52. which declares that ſugars imported 
4 from Britiſh Plantations on the Continent of America, ſhall be 
dee med French ſugars;” and pay duties accordingly. This clauſe 
will appear hereafter to have been founded in error, and altogether con- 
tradictory and inconſiſtent with the ſpirit and meaning of the act. At 
preſent it is Oy to ſtate the r ſituation of the Shore, at this 
time. 

The navigation on the coaſt had become inſecure by the above au- 
dacious and piratical capture of the Morning-Star, as ſhe lay at an- 
chor at Black River Bar, in April 1776. In July and Auguſt follow- 
ing, the ſudden deſertion of a body of negroes, and the ſtrong appear- 
ance of diſaffection amongſt thoſe who remained, made it neceſſary to 
proclaim martial law; which diverted the attention of the ſettlers from 
all kind of buſineſs.— In the Spring of 1777, a conſpiracy between the 
Spaniſh Governor of Panama, an Indian Governor, and an Engliſh 
Trader, was. carried on againſt the Colony. The correſpondence was 
detected and tranſmitted by the Superintendent, to the Secretary of 
State at London; but this did not prevent its effects from being felt on 
the Shore. Two Spaniſh guarda coſtas ſeized a veſſel belonging to Ja- 


maica 


8 * Fes a e "OLSON 
1 


(-55 ) 


maica at Pearl Quay Lagoon; they made prize of "RY belonging SECT. 1. 


to Captain John Campbell, at Bluefields ; burnt. there, a third, on the 
ſtocks, the property of Captain John Wood; and having landed on 
the corn lands, they carried away a very conſiderable rays of 


1 


goods, the property of the late Superintendent Hodgſon. In addition January. 


to theſe diſtreſſes, the Indians and the Settlers were kept in conſtant 
alarm this year and a great part of the next, by advices, from time to 
time, of a Spaniſh Armament againſt the Shore, and of their raifing 
fortifications about the entrance of St. John's River. Thoſe circum- 
ſtances were all and early communicated by the Superintendent to'the 
Governor of Jamaica, and the Secretary of State at London; and at 
the ſpecial inſtance of the Council of Government on the Shore, the 
Superintendent requeſted to be furniſhed! with a blockhouſe, arms, 
ammunition, a few of the cannon formerly taken: from: the: Shore, and 
a free company of a hundred, or even fifty men; not as ſoldiers, but 
volunteers, for the preſervation of their negroes, and for defending the 


road Stead.—In return to this-application, Lord George Germaine tranſ- 


mitted a diſpatch to the Governor of Jamaica, on the 4thof June 1777, 
ſeverely rebuking the Superintendent for having made the requeſt; as be- 
« ing in direct contradiction to the th Article of the Treaty of Paris.” 
Vet, had he not made it, the Superintendent muſt have been guilty 
of a moſt criminal neglect; and acted in direct contradiftion to his 
Lordſhip's official inſtructions, even as his Lordſhip ſtated ther in 


the very ſame diſpatch; which direct him, To apply himſelf to 
*«' eſtabliſh good order among the inhabitants, to promote the proſpe- 


« rity of the ſettlements, to improve the commercial advantages 
* which may be derived from them, and to cultivate a ſtrit union 
and friendſhip with the Indians in thoſe parts.” For the-accom+ 


pliſhment of which, the requeſt fo. humbly made, and ſo ſeverely re- 


probated, was moſt eſſentially neceſſary. 
To place this matter, in a clear point of view, the Agent, bevida 


ot 


been amply furniſhed with facts, from his conſtituents; in the month December. 


0 * 3 


2. n. of December 1 778 ; addreſſed a Memorial to Lord George e 


17"9. 
January 26. 


February 3. 


on the 26th of January 1779; wherein he ſtated, The natural, ori- 
ginal, and indefeafible right of the Indians to the Moſquito Shore 


The federal contract and ſubjection of that People to this Country ; 


the great importance of it. The perfect independeney of the Indians, 
and the Colony ſettled there, with every thing contained in the 19th 
Article of the Treaty of Paris: The obligation of the Britiſh Crown 
to ſupport the Indian Rights, and the Rights of the Britiſh ſettlers, 
whilſt they ſtood on their defence, againſt the ravages, or inſults, of 
any power whatever: And the means of effecting this without of- 
fence. This Memorial, is in part ſet forth at the beginning of this 
Addreſs, and was well received by Lord George, who was pleaſed 
to obſerve to the Agent, That it contained a multiplicity of matter 
deſerving. conſideration, The conduft of the Superintendent was 
never after called in queſtion, Before any anſwer was returned, the 
Hope, Captain Archdeacon, arrived, on the 3d of February 1779, 
and brought the moſt alarming accounts from the Moſquito Shore, 
of an open attack being made by the Spaniards, under: the command 
of Mr. Terry, a man of fpicit: and enterpriſe, formerly his Ma- 
Jeſty's ſubject, but then a Renegade in the pay of Spain. That he 
had attempted, in a Spaniſh veſſel of war, filled with preſents, and 
occupying the ſourthern parts of the coaſt, to induce the Indian 
Chiefs to depoſe George the King, and place his couſin, Prince Eugene, 
in his Read; who was to acknowledge the protecting Sovereignty of 
Spain, and drive the Britiſh' coloniſts out of the country. That 
Terry had made a progreſs in this rebellion ; was diſtributing his preſents 
with a liberal hand; had brought over ſeveral men of conſequence to 
the intereſt of Eugene, the Spaniſh Pretender; and that, on Captain 
Archdeacon leaving the Shore, in October 1778, Superintendent Law- 
rie was then exerting the utmaſt diligence to proceed to windward, in an 
armed veſſel, and, in conjunction with the loyal Chiefs and Indians, to 
attack Terry This information the Agent immediately communicated 

| to 
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(or) | 
to Lord George Germaine; and his Lordſhip inſtantly addreſſed the - cker. '; 
Governor of Jamaica upon the ſubject. As. ſoon as Captain Arch- why. cog 
deacon could diſengage himſelf from the buſineſs of his Ship, to 17796 
make affidavit of the above information ;. the Agent, on the 12th. of Feb. 12. 

February, ; preſented it to Lord George, annexed to a Supplimental 
Memorial to the one given in on the 26th. of January preceding; 
which comprehended, under ſeven articles, the meaſures proper to =: rnd 
adopted for the ſecurity and proſperity of the Shore, according to the | 
doctrine there laid down, and in conformity with the then circum- | 1 
ſtances of that country. Five of theſe Articles, his Lordſhip, ob- 
ſerved, were objects of conſideration for the Governor of Jamaica ; 
and the other two, which reſpected Bounties for lumber, as was for- 
merly given to the North American Colonies, and the Importation of 
Sugars into.this kingdom, from the Shore, on paying Jamaica duties; 
lay with the Board of Treaſury. The laſt of theſe, was the imme- 
diate object of the Shore Settlers; and the Agent purſued it, with Lord 
George Germaine s approbation. He firſt applied to the Lords of the 
Treaſury, by Memorial of the 16th of March 1779. He again ad- March 16. 
drefled their Lordſhips by a ſecond Memorial, under the-22d of April 1 was 
following, reſtricting the firſt Memorial to the contents of the ſecond. "0 
Theſe Memorials were tranſmitted from the Lords of the Treaſury, 
by Sir Grey Cooper, their Secretary, to the Lords of Trade, upon the 
5th and 23d of April, for their Lordſhips opinion, what might be fit 
to be done therein. Counſel were conſulted by the Lords of Trade, 
and by the Agent. From the moſt minute inveſtigation it appeared, 
—Firſt, That the Act of the 6th of George the IIId. chap. 52, had 
ſolely in view the obſtruction of French Sugars into Great Britain, 
through: the medium of the Britiſh Colonies on the Continent of 1 
America: Which Colonies or Plantations, produced no Sugars for 
ſale or exportation; which was the caſe of all our Plantations on the „ 
unn at the time the Act was made. Secondly, That any ap- 7-4 

I plication | 


- 


1779- 


April 22d. 


protection of Great Britain, who freely and voluntarily ſold and dis- 


( 38 ) 
SECT. u. plication of the word Continent mentioned in the AQ, for the pur- 


poſe of obſtructing the admiſſion of Sugars into Great Britain, 


which were legally raiſed and cultivated by Britiſh Subjects on the 
Content of America ſubſequent to the date of the Act, would be 
inconſiſtent with, and contradictory to, the true ſpirit of the Act it- 
ſelf; which was profeſſedly, if not literally, formed and intended to 
encourage and ſecure the certain Importation of Britiſh made Sugars, 
and defeat thoſe of the Provinces of France; but not to injure the 
Commercial Intereſts of the Mother Country, and thoſe of her con- 
tinental Settlements, by giving an unjuſt and partial preference to her 
Iſland Plantations.—Thirdly, That ſuch an intepretation would not 
only eſſentially injure Britiſh Commerce, but the legal and unqueſ- 
tionable Right of Britiſh Subjects, to raiſe ſugars on the Britiſh Con- 
tinent, (wherever it was natural and practical ſo to do,) as well as on 
the Britiſh Iſlands in the Weſt Indies. And finally, That the words, 
« Britiſh Plantations,” in the Act, did not, nor could apply to the 
ſugars in queſtion; as the Moſquito Shore was an independent Coun- 
try, poſſeſſed by independent Indians, under the federal and ſovereign 


poſed of lands to Britiſh Subjects for cultivation and commerce, as 


being under the Control and Government of his Majeſty's Governor 


and Council of Jamaica, but forming no purely: conſtituted Britiſh 
Colony or Plantation on the Shore 
The La of Tile ire en wee upon the Subject ns 


follows : 
« Tueſday; April 27th, 1779. 
« Aprecable to the Reſolution of the 2oth inſtant, their Lortthips 
60 * "__ again reſumed the conſideration of the Memorial of the 
inhabitants of the Moſquito Shore; and having alſo read and con- 
ws — a ſecond Memorial of the faid inhabitants upon the like 


« ſubject, referred by Sir Grey Cooper, under the direction of the 
« Lords 
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Lords of dhe Treasury; and likewiſe 4 letter from Mr, Jackfon, sb r. 1. 


5 * 1 * 
* 
23 
. e a . * 


« ſtating his opinion upon the Act mentioned in the Gid Memorials, 
«c, they. were of opinion, that, though the Moſquito Shore is indiſput- 
«4 ably part of the great American, Continent, it cannot be conſidered 
« as one, or any part of one of the Britiſh Colonies or Plantations 


i -therupon, in the ſenſe or ſpiritof the AR of the Sixth of his preſent 


« Majeſty, but ſuperintended dependently on the Iſland of Jamaica; 
5 and therefore that the Produce, of the Shore ſhould not be made 
< ſubject to the Reſtrictions of the Clauſe in queſtion. 


Ordered that the Secretary do write to Sir Grey Cooper, Bart. 


44 an. acquaint him for the information. of the Lords of the Trea- 
* ſury, with. the opinion. of-this Board, egen the. Subjea. of the ſaid 
c Memorals.” | en 
The Secretary, Vie. ne did pn rain Sic 
Grey Cooper, for the information, of the Lords of the Treaſury, by 


the Treaſury in conformity with that opinion, iſſued their inſtruc- 
tions about the 27th, of May, to the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
Cuſtoms at the Port of London, far their direction in admitting into 
the Ports of Great Britain, MaſquitgShore, Sugars raiſed and cultivated 
by his Majeſty's Subjects; under the control, direction, and government 


of the Governor of Jamaica, upon paying Jamaica duties.—The War, 


which was ſo inſolentiy denounced by the Spaniſh Ambaſſador at the 
court of London, on the part f his dovereign in the following month 


letter of the 4th of May, with che above opinion: and the Lords of Ny 4. 


of June, and the deſolation which attended the Sugar Plantations on june 


the Shore in the Spring of 1780, make it unneceſſary to enter further 
into the detail of this ſubject at preſent. But the facts ſtated ; de- 
monſtrably prove, That the moſt elear and decided encouragement 
was given by Government to the Importation. of Sugars raiſed by his 
pred” 6 5 1 on the W . on the payment of Ja- 


s maica 
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(. 60 ) 
maica Duties; as well as to the purchaſe, nne 
tion of the eſtate of Alberapoyer.' e 2441 

During the War juſt alluded to, the object, which chiefly at- 
tracted the exertions ew f. erf and Moſquits' more Settlers, were 
| aſs: 1 
Firſt, to obtain rnſtant FO for the Moſquito — and the 

moſt immediate relief poſſible, for faving the Yucatan Settlers 
and their property, from the mercileſs violence and rapacity of the 
| Spaniards in that diſtri. For this purpoſe, as the Declaration of 
War had taken place on the 16th of June, and the Sea Ports were 
kept ſhut, fo that no veſſel could depart without permiſſion from Go- 
vernment, the Agent ſtated and recommended in the ſtrongeſt terms 
to Lord George Germaine, the tender, which Captain Kaye, an ex- 
perienced Navigator, had made, by Memorial to his Lordſhip, of 
entering immediately, upon the uſual terms, into the Service of his 
| Majeſty with his private Ship of War, lying then in the river, copper- 
bottomed, a prime ſailer, mounting 20 guns of 18 pounds caliber; 
and proceeding with her directly to the Moſquito Shore, with ſuch 
preſents for the Indians, and ſuch arms, ammunition and ſtores, as 
Government might think neceſſary, for enabling the Settlers and In- 
dians to defend themſelves; until more effectual affiſtance could be 
afforded to them. That the Service being performed, ſhe might 
proceed to Yucatan, and there bring off the whole of the Settlement 
(500 Baymen and i 500 Negroes) with their effects even before they 
| ſhould know of their danger; which would effectually reinforce the 
- Moſquito Shore, and furniſh about 300 gallant, well ſeaſoned ſeamen 
29 to his Majeſty's Fleet. This Propoſition was made on the 29th of 
June; was countenanced at Lord George Germaine's Office until 
about the ';5th of July; was then turned over to the Lords of the 
Admiralty ; where it was protracted until the time of real ſervice 
had paſſed away; and was then ultimately rejected: By this neglect 


16. 


July 5. 


and 


2 S 
n r 


* 
ts 5 2 "ym" 
\ 82 
* = 75 8 = 


5 1 


"3a Ld! 46%; 4 4 if 4 1 > #5 2 + 4. 5 1 
PR, * - * . Pa; * * No 22 A 2 * * Fs 1 1 
* 3 2 N . % b 


2 is. 


and delay, che Shore remained defenceleſs ; and che Yucatan Settles She's . 
. ts yu its n on itn wes — 


„ wee 1779. 8 act 


1779. 


- Secondly, Another object of kc nene was, to . Sept. 15. 


bliſh, as ſoon as poſſible, the Fort at Black River, and ſupply it 


with a ſufficient garriſon. That diſtrict affording the beſt means of 
carrying the War immediately into the moſt vulnerable parts of the 
enemies Country, and of accompliſhing conqueſts of the higheſt im- 
portance at the leaſt hazard, and with the greateſt emolument to 


the nation, and the captors. In purſuance of this object, the Agent 


on the 22d of June addreſſed a Memorial to the Secretary of State, 
and reminded. him, by letter, of the ſketch of a plan, which he 


niſn America, upon that Crown declaring War againſt this Country. 


Both Applications, had the appearance of being well received. But 
after the Plan had been ſubmitted to the Great Officers of State, and 
treated, as reported to the Agent, with reſpect; the whole buſineſs 
was, as formerly, left to the wiſdom of the Governor of Jamaica; 


made from Jamaica upon Lake Nicaragua, fituated upwards of 500 
miles from our principal Settlement at Black River on the Moſquito 
Shore; and for compleating the armament, the Superintendent, with 
the ſtrength of the Settlement, was embarked in February, to make 
part of this expedition. In this defenceleſs condition, the Settle- 
ment was put to flight, in the month of April following, by an irre- 
ſiſtible body of Spaniards from Truxillo; who, after deſtroying a num- 
ber of Sugar and Proviſion Plantations, returned to their former ſtation; 


whilſt the Negroes, left to themſelves, ſeized on the town of Black 


River Bank, and declared they would be free. To ſuppreſs the re- 


volt, Major Richard Hoare, Captain Farrall, and Captain O'Brian, 
who had been expelled. from Yucatan, and then reſided on the Iſland 
of 


The Governor, early in the Spring, 1780,. directed an attack to be 


1780. 


SECT. U, of Rattan, ed bode of men under their command, conſiſting 
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of their own Settlement, and a collection of the fugitive Settlers from 
the Shore. With this little armament, they proceeded to Black 


| River, where having opened a conference with the Inſurgent Ne- 


gross, and granted freedom to a few of the ringleaders, the reſt ſab- 


mitted to pardon ; and they took full poſſeſſion of the Town, in the 


month of June. Very ſoon after this, Superintendent Laurie returned 
to Black River with the remains of the Settlers, from the abortive 
expedition againſt Lake RW —__ png 
ſtate of health. 

Thirdly, to obtain what was now bete indiſpenfibly i 
for the preſervation of that invaluable Country to Great Britain; 
namely, a ſeparate, regular and royal Government, independent of 
Jamaica. For effecting this great and national object, the Agent 
on the iſt of September, ſubmitted to Lord George Germaine, by 
letter, the merits of the Plan formerly given in, for attacking the 
Spaniſh Settlements. contiguous to the Shore, which the late failure 
only ſerved as a ſtimulus to carry into execution as ſoon as poſſible: 
And on the 14th of the ſame month, he preſented a Memorial, in 
the name of the Settlers, ſtating the heavy loſſes which they had 
ſuſtained from the Spaniſh irruption, in April laſt; the intrinſic va- 
lue of the Country; and its ineſtimable importance in Peace and 
War. Alſo the facility of obtaining, in that moment of hoſtility, a 
confirmation from the Indians, of his Majeſty's Sovereignty over it ; 
with a free gift of Indian Territory, adequate to the eſtabliſhment of 


a regular Colonial Government, which, in every point of view, 


would ſecure it as a permanent poſſeſſion to Great Britain ; honour- 
ably acquired by the free conſent of its independent people, and gal- 
lantly avowed and protected as a National Province, againſt all the 
violence of War. But, that on the other hand, by omitting this ſa- 
lutary meaſure, it would become infinitely more difficult to prevail 


On 


= 
on a his Majeſty's claim to it, on adjuſting any future 48 
terms of Peace. At was further ſtated, that the Settlers having ever __ | 
depended on the good faith of Government to maintain them in their 11%. : 
poſſeſſions, ſhould the projected meafure fail, they would be ruined; Sept. x Ny 
That the Baymen likewiſe, who had eſcaped the ravages comitted at 
Yucatan in September 1779, and had been encouraged by the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica to ſettle on the Iſland of Rattan, would inevitably 
ſhare the ſame fate. That the mercantile connections of both, in 
Great Britain, would likewiſe ſuffer. And that the loyal Moſquito 
Indians, would fall under the Power of Spain; whereby the good 
faith and honour of the Nation, ſo often and ſo ſolemnly plighted in 
their defence, would fall with them: And the kingdom loſe the 
moſt valuable Weſt-Indian Colony it ever poſſeſſed. Theſe Appli- 
cations were enforced on the 29th of ſaid September, by the Memo- 
rial of the Merchants of London, who were concerned in the Bay 
and Moſquito Shore Trade. In return, Mr. Thompſon, as under Oaober 6. 
Secretary of State, in a letter of the 6th of October, ee 
Agent, by command from Lord George Germaine, * That all 
« proper attention would be had to the protection of the Settle- 
« ments in that quarter: But his Lordſhip did not conceive that his 
« Majeſty had then any intention of eſtabliſhing a Civil Government 
« there. Notwithſtanding this Minifterial Aſſurance of Protection; 
notwithſtanding the ſubſequent and unwearied applications of the 
Agent to Government at home; and of the Superintendent to the 
Governor of Jamaica abroad; ſtating the Want of all Military Stores, 
and that unleſs Troops were ſent to protect the Settlements; they 
would in all probability be attacked, and the Settlers ruined ; Yet 
was the Moſquito Shore ſo totally neglected, that only 21 Regulars 
were at Black River Bank, on the 5th of March 1782; when it was 
inveſted by Sea, by three Schooners, two Sloops, two Gallies, and 
«ied A few days afterwards, namely, on the 15th, fromthe 
ſouth- 


 outhward, by Black Auer marched one thouſand three 
hundred and fifty foot, one hundred horſe, and three hundred and fifty 
A Indian Pioneers. On the 29th, from the weſtward, one thouſand men 
Ofober 6. advanced to the attack; And on the och a line of Battle Ship and a 
Frigate came to anchor off Fort Dalling, and under a heavy fire 
landed five hundred men to attack it To oppoſe this reſpectable 
ſorce, the Superintendent had 21 Soldiers, the Settlers, their Ne- 
groes, and ſome hundreds of Indians, all ill ſupplied with arms, 
without ammunition, and without proviſions. He ſkirmiſhed how- 
ever with the enemy, and maintained his Poſt until the 31ſt of 
March. On the zoth the guns of Fort Dalling were ſpiked, and a 
retreat effected to the Bank, in which Captain Douglas of the Mi- 
litia, who commanded it, was made priſoner; and agreeably to the 
Governor of Jamaica's orders, when in the face of a much ſuperior 
enemy, a Council of War took place on the 31ſt, in purſuance' of 
- which a general retreat was happily effected ern Dn. 
under the preſſure of famine, nakedneſs, and diſcaſe. 5 
Fourthly, To obtain a permanent ſtability to eee 
1781. his Majeſty's: Subjects on the Shore at the concluſion of the War; 
that being eſſentially comprehended in the federal compact eſtabliſhed 
between the Independent Indians, and the Crown of Great Britain. 
Nothing great, nothing deciſive, nothing even promiſing, having 
been attempted againſt Spaniſh America, where the enemy was moſt 
vulnerable; and of which his Majeſty's Miniſters had been early and 
well adviſed ; the Agent eagerly attended to: the very firſt rumour 
which was circulated of the Powers at War being inclined to Peace, 
April 12. and applied by Memorial, on the 12th of April 1781, to the King 
in Council, In that Memorial he ſtated the invaluable importance 
of the Country, and his Majeſty's unqueſtionable Right to the So- 
vereignty of it; and ſubmitted the propriety and neceſſity. of giving 
„ Ire oa which were or 
might 
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might be opened for an accommodation between the Belligorane 
Powers; that the Moſquito Shore might be acknowledged an inde- 
pendent Country, and the / Settlements there, rendered permanent 
and ſecure. This Memorial was taken under conſideration about the 
23d of April, and the following: official Report made upon it to the 
Agent, by Stephen Cottrel, Eſq. on the 4th of May 1781 ; wvisz.— 
. That the object of the Petition not appearing to be matter for any 
« deciſion from the Council Board, nor: in fact for immediate ſteps 
of any kind to be taken therein, the Petition has bcen put into the 
hands of the Right Hon. Lord George Germaine, Who will bring 
* the matter forward when occaſion ſhall be, that due attention may 
« be paid thereto at the proper time. Hence it was humbly con- 


ceived, that the Sovereignty of Great Britain over the Moſquito 
Shore, would be an indiſpenſible object of ee and nen 


whenever Peace ſhould take place. 8 1 

In the latter end of March 1782, his Majeſty Soak his Miniſ- 
ters. The Marquis of Rockingham was appointed to the head of 
the Treaſury ; the Earl of Shelburne and the Right Honourable 
Mr. Fox, were reſpectiuely appointed Secretaries of State, for the 
Home and Foreign Departments. The Agent, addreſſed a Colonial 
Memorial to the Secretary of the Home Department; on the 10th of 


April. That Memorial, after referring to the Plan for conducting a 


War in the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, as tranſmitted to Lord George 
Germaine from Piſa, in December 1776; And to a ſubſequent Me- 
morial preſented to him on the 26th of January 1779, aſcertaining 
his Majeſty's Right of Sovereignty over the Moſquito Shore, the 
Political and Commercial Importance of that Country, the injuries 
it had ſuffered, and the mode of rectifying them; ſtated, that it ap- 
peared, from the fituation and circumſtances of the War, at that 
time, not only that the enemies poſſeſſions were invulnerable in Eu- 


1782. 
March. 


April 10. 


rope, but chat moſt uf bis Majeſty's Poſſeſions in the Weſt Indies, 


3 were 


3 


1782. 
April 10. 


zoth. 


„ 
_ 8ECT. u. were Annen and: loſt : Wherefore, the importance, and National 


Advantage which would ariſe from erecting that Country into a re- 
gular and legal Government, were ſubmitted to his ' Lordſhip, and 
the means of accompliſhing it explained. In particular, it was ſtated, 
Firſt, That in a political point of view, the Colony would furniſh 
the eaſieſt and beſt opportunities, (by means of the Iſland of Rattan, 
and the Weſtern Boundaries of the Poſt at Black River), of afſembling 
in the moſt ſecret manner, and executing with the greateſt vigour, 
any expedition againſt Honduras, Guatimala, or the more extenfive 
Empire of Mexico, to the Weſt. Or, 'by opening, through Hon- 
duras, a communication. with the Port of Rio Lega, abounding with 
ſhip-timber and cordage, and the Colony of the Moſquito Shore, 
from whence iron and fails might be ſupplied to Rio Lega, and from 
thence expeditions of every ſize and deſcription,” take place to Peru 
and Chili. That attacks in that quarter, being attended with ſuc- 
ceſs, as being moſt open and defenceleſa, would ſoon throw the bal- 
lance of acquiſition in favour of his Majeſty, and thereby enable him 
to preſcribe terms of Peace; fo as to recover the whole, or as many 
of the places we had loſt, as might appear worthy of being retained : 
along with the permanent and invaluable poſſeſſion of the Moſquito 
dominions. It was ſtated in the ſecond place, that the Moſquito 
Shore, for extent and ſecurity of ſituation, ſalubrity of climate, and 
the value of its productions, in all the moſt important articles of 
Weſt India Commerce, would far exceed all our other Settlements. 
Upon all which premiſes, the expediency and neceſſity of erecting it 


into a ſeparate, permanent, Colonial Government, as ſoon as it 


might be practicable, was humbly ſubmitted. 
On the 3oth of this month of April, the Agent heals interview 
with Mr. Nepean, under Secretary of State in the Home Depart- 
ment; in which Mr. Nepean acquainted the Agent, that his Memo. 


zial of the . with the Papers accompanying it, had been 
conſider- 


( 67 ) 
conſidered, and the importance of the Shore, as therein — out, SECT: u., 
was clearly perceived; but that the unfortunate ſituation of Pub- 
lic: affairs, rendered any great exertions at that time, impoſſible. 
Howeyer, that orders had been ſent out to the Governor of Jamaica, 


and the fulleſt inſtructions would be tranſmitted to him, to give every 
aſſiſtance, aid, and protection to the Shore and Rattan Iſland, con- 
fiſtently with the fafety of his own particular Government. 


information within his power, to induce the Miniſter here, to exa- 
mine into the merits of the Moſquito Shore, -and fit himſelf to be a 
judge of its value and its wants, without 'depending upon the, Go- 
vernor of Jamaica, as to what was proper, or improper, to be done 
for it. That the Governor of Jamaica knew no more, perſonally, of 
the Moſquito Shore, than the Miniſter, here, did; and that the in- 
formation given to the Miniſter was, perhaps, in many reſpects, 
better, than what the Governor was poſſeſſed of; as it not only, pro- 
ceeded from the Coloniſts themſelves, who were beſt acquainted with 
the Country, their own neceſſities, and what would relieve them, 
and render their ſettlements of the greateſt importance to the mo- 
ther Country: But was uncontaminated with thoſe local prejudices, 
which too often gave riſe to the groundleſs, but popular fears of Ja- 
maica; and under the influence of which, every Governor was more 
or leſs directed. That therefore, the Miniſter here, was, mall re- 
ſpects, more competent than any Governor, to direct from hence, 
what was beſt to be carried into execution on the Shore. And he 
begged leave to aſſure Mr. Nepean, that to leave every thing re- 
ſpecting the Shore to the diſcretion of the Governor of Jamaica, as 
had hitherto been the practice, would end as all former ne had 
done, in diſappointment and diſguſt. 
Mr. Nepean then mentioned the impracticability of giving any 
orders for „0 from Jamaica to the Shore, we” the 
Yo Iſland 


1782. 
April 30. 


The Agent obſerved, that he had uniformly attempted, by every 


6868 5 


' SECT. n. Iſland of Jamaica itſelf, was in the utmoſt —_ of bemy atticked 


1782, 
April 30. 


May 1g. 


by a powerful and ſuperior force. 

This, the Agent readily admitted, might be he caſe at that time , 
but he alluded to periods of greater tranquility and leſs danger. 

Mr. Nepean then aſſured the Agent, that his Papers had been 15 
much attended to, that a Navy Captain had been with him that 
very day, who was well acquainted with the Moſquito Shore, and 
had been recommending the conſtruction of ſome veſſels of force 
which drew very little water, for the purpoſe of being conſtantly 
ſtationed on that Shore, and moving with eaſe in all directions, for 
its better ſecurity. This information gave much ſatis faction. 
On the r5th of May, the Agent, at another interview with Mr. 
Nepean, delivered to him a duplicate of the Petition which he had 
preſented to the King in Council on the ' 12th of April, 1781, re- 
ſpecting the injuries ſuffered by his Majeſty's Subjects on the Coaſt 
of Yucatan from the Spaniards in 1779, and upon the independency 
of the Moſquito Shore; in order that both might be attended to, on 
ſettling the terms of Peace: "td Mr. ae deter ren, ro eu with 


the care of this buſineſs. 


The death of the Marquis of Rockinghim, which. happeried on 
the 1ſt of July, made a great breach in the new Adminiſtration. On 
this event, the King appointed the Earl of Shelburne, firſt Lord 
Commiſſioner of the Treaſury ; and Mr. Fox refigned being Secre- 


tary for the Foreign Department. The Right Honourable Thomas 


Townſhend and Lord Grantham were appointed ö an, . 


+ 'State, for the Home and Foreign Departments. 


On the 24th of July, the Agent preſented a a Meinorlal to Mr. 
Townſhend, which, after referring to the one delivered to Lord 
Shelburne, on the 1oth of April, and the-Papers accompanying it, 
ſtated ; that the diſaſters attending the ſettlements of the Shore and 
Rattan Iſland, from the attack of the Spaniards in March laſt, had 

| brought 


(6 5 At SECT, IT, 
| brought matters to this obvious alternative; that every a AI. 
Commercial and Folitical, which muſt neceſſarily acrue to this king= ie 
dom, upon erecting then, in that Country, a permanent Provincial July 24- : 

Britiſh- Government, would be for ever loſt; or the meaſures. proper 
for effecting the end, muſt then be carried into immediate execution. 5 

Likewiſe that the time for carrying the War into the enemy's con- 
tiguous Country, with the beſt hopes of ſucceſs, attended, with the 

leaſt hazard, burthened with: the ſmalleſt Public expence, and pro- 

ductive of the greateſt advantages, was from the latter end of Fe- 

bruary until the beginning of June. That ſecrecy, was, indiſpenſibly | 
neceſſary; for which purpoſe the preparations ſhould take place here, 

and the Governor of Jamaica be alone made acquainted with it. 

That the pre parations could be made here, at an infinite leſs ex- 

pence, than in the Weſt Indies; and thereupon refered to two Sup- 

plements accompanying the Memorial, which reſpected as well the ex- 

pedition againſt Guatimala, as the Government of the Shore above 

ſolicited. The firſt Supplement comprehended about 17 large folio 
pages, under the following heads, viz.— The General, or Com- 
mander in Chief—Indian auxiliaries—Diviſion of prizes—And miſ- 

8 cellaneous articles, indiſpenſibly neceſſary in the campaign. The 
4 fecond Supplement, which reſpected | the meaſures to be taken for 
erecting the Shore into a regular and permanent Government, was 
compriſed in about 14 large folio pages. Thoſe Papers were tranſ- 
thiieE to he Cm of ans with then menen letter: Lak 


C * 14. 10 6 4 4 0 
4 


i * 86 Sir, e J. 
« T moſt anne 4 Ne to 3 your aueh a Laie 
« to the Memorial which I have herewith. the honour to preſent to 
« you. Its object was humbly conceived to be of the greateſt Pub- i 
« lic importance, on the commencement of the preſent. rupture 
« with Spain; becauſe it attacked the enemy in his weakeſt and 
MER. richeſt 


a cr. u. 
1782. 


July 24s þ 


. 70 
e Hcheſt 'poſſeflions, with the Rrongeſt probability of carrying on 
<c. offenſive hoſtilities with the greateſt degree of ſucceſs, and of ter- 


eee ee 


1% Province of ineſtimable conſequence. | 

. © The. little attention paid to it then, and the unfortunate events 
««. which have hitherto fallen out in the defenfive mode of proſecut- 
« ing the War, have ſerved only to raiſe its value now, by adding 
«« neceflity to the propriety of the meaſure, 

lf this falutary meaſure ſhould be at ae there is 
© not a moment to be loſt in making preparation; for an attack in 
« that quarter, can only be made in the ſpring, and to make it with- 


cout preparation and foreſight,” would only ſacrifice the men, ruin 
the expedition, and diſgrace his Majeſty's arms. 


i therefore moſt reſpectfully requeſt an immediate, candid, nnd 


full examination of the ee. tember 


Auguſt 17. 


ſtores, poviſions and pre 


6 to'be, WE. 
+ Tho Right Honourable Thomas renn. 


nd the Agene wit chbe exvrting his beſt abilities to carry 
the War into the Spaniſh Continent, a heavy calamity threatened 
the Moſquito Shore. The ſettlers having been driven, in the month 
of March, from Black River, as already mentioned, were aſſembled 
at Cape Gracias à Dios, expecting aſſiſtance from Jamaica; and the 
glorious victory over the French, obtained by Admiral Rodney, at 
the head of a Britiſh Fleet, in the month of April, enabled the 


_ + Governor and Admiral at Jamaica, to turn their attention to the 


Shore. A fmall ſquadron, with a detachment of one hundred and 
thirty of the Loyal American Rangers, and furniſhed with arms, 
ſents for the Indians, was fitted out and 
failed from Port Royal on the 7th, and arrived at the Cape on the 
776. Bunge to aſſiſt the ſettlers and natives to drive the Spa- 


niards 


— 


« x). | 

niards from Black River Bank! "Here they found ann SECT. 1. 
Laurie at the heal of 800 ſettlers; (indians and negroes;) deter- ; 
mined, under all inconveniencies; and - himſelf but in a convaleſcent - 
ſtate of health, to proceed in four days to the attack of Black River. 
This much- wanted ſupply and reinforcement gave the greateſt ani- 
mation to the expedition, -until they learned that Robert Hodgſon; 
Eſq. their former ſuperintendent, and the object of univerſal deteſta- 


amaica | War. 


tion with all ranks of men in that Country, was appointed to com- Tw Tous 
mand them, as à Provincial Colonel. A man who had never acted 28 
in a higher character in the army, than as Lieutenant of the 49th 5 

regiment; and had never been in actual ſervice; Indeed, he hade 


intereſt, about the year 1765, to obtain a company, without pur- 
chaſe ; and to ſell it, at full price, to Lieutenant Vernon of the fame 


regiment, without ever having done any duty, as Captain. In this 
ſelf- diſmiſſed, and unmilitary ſtate of exiſtence, he had likewiſe the 
intereſt to be appointed fuperintendent of the Moſquito Shore, in 
February 1768 : and in the execution of this duty, he became ſo 
noxious to the Indians, as well as to the ſettlers, that in November 
1773, the Colony accuſed him, before the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, '**' of having aſſumed the authority of an inde- 
« pendent Legiſlator and Governor; as alſo that of Juſtice of Peace 
and firſt Magiſtrate ; and of being guilty of oppreſſion and breach of 
duty. Theſe heads of charge, were fubdivided into fifteen articles. + 
The enquiry laſted from November 1773, to May 1776:—In Auguſt 
1775, Lord Dartmouth recalled him. The charges, as proved, with 
ſuperintendent Hodgſon's anſwers, and the Colony replies; lay all 
before Lord George Germaine, Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment, in January 1776. Lord George tranſmitted them to the 
Board of Trade for finat diſcuſſion, where he: himſelf alſo preſided ; 
and in the month of May following, his Lordſhip, with the concur- 


rence of the Board, made a report on tie merits of the complaint, in 
| conſe- 


4 


Laurie appointed ſuperintendent of the Shore. In May 1778, Mr. 


Wee Hodgſon applied to the Board, | for à rehearing, of the Cauſe; when 
Lord George, at the head of the Board, confirmed it. And on a 
further application from Mr. Hodgſon, in May 1779, the cauſe, was 


| reheard and finally confirmed. in June 1780. Vet it ſo happened, that 
at a ſubſequent. period, (a) Lord George Germaine, as Secretary of 


maica, recom > this very Mr. Hodgſon, to the rank of a Pro- 
vincial Colonel, be to the command of the military force of the 
shore. The recommendation of courſe ſucceeded; and in that cha- 


luded to. But the ſettlers, as well as the Indians, deteſting the 


man, and dreading the exerciſe of his authority as the greateſt miſ— 


fortune that could poſſibly attend them, unanimouſly refuſed to be 
commanded by him. Upon this Mr. Hodgſon declined the com- 
mand; but exerting the authority derived from the Governor, of 
being intruſted with the arms, ſtores, proviſions and preſents to the 


| | Indians, which he was to diſpoſe of, by the advice of a Council; 
8 he, (true to his former character,) diſregarded that advice —Affected 


to diſapprove of the (enterpriſe, and conſequently obſtructed it, as 


much as poſſible. With a view, to overcome theſe difficulties, the 


ſettlers and Indians, in concurrence with the ſuperintendent, con- 
ferred the command of the. expedition, on Captain Deſpard, a Pro- 


=  . intendent and proper commander in chief, under the Governor of 
| Jamaica, ſtudious only for the ſucceſs of the ſervice, accompanied 
it as a volunteer, giving animation to all its operations, by his pre- 
ſence, and his advice; by his courage and his experience. The 
armament proceeded from the Cape on the 26th of Auguſt; landed 
1 * River on the 28th, where they were joined by a number 


; | (4) October and December 1781. 
of 


Yo hs ths 5 — of which, Mr. Hodgſon was diſmiſſed,” and Chas 


EY fe et . EL 
+ NS 


State, addreſſed two Letters to General, Campbell, Governor of Ja- 


racter, Mr. Hodgſon was placed at the head of the expedition al- 


yincial Colonel, though a junior officer. Major Laurie, the ſuper- 
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of free Oe and negtoes, in that neighbouthood;' and by Capt. John 81 


Campbell, who with about 1 50 volunteer negroes, had attacked and 


carried Fort Dalling, from a like number of the enemy. Ou the 


29th the whole body, conſiſting of about 1000 men, (of which there 
were only 80 regular troops,)' advanced to the Bluff, at the mouth of 
Black River; and on the'3oth they took poſt on the banks of the la- 
goon, 'oppolite to the town. | Here the enemy opened a conference 
with Colonel Deſpard, which ended in a capitulation ; by which the 


town was ſurrendered on the 31ſt of Auguſt, and 715 regulars,” be- 


ſide their officers, were made priſoners of war; and all the weſtern 
boundaries of the Shore recovered to the Ane lulter nts: been 
five months in poſſeſſion of the enemy. | ien 

In the month of September it was evident; chit Phat: was the 
great object of public attention. On the 28th'of that month, there- 
fore, the Agent preſented, to his Majeſty's Secretary for the Home 
Department, (Mr. Townſhend,) a Colonial Memorial for the Moſ- 


* — . 


quito Shore; in which reference was made to papers formerly given 


SECT. MI. 


— 


; 1782, . 


Sept. 28, 


in, for evincing the Independency of that Country on the Crown of 


Spain, and his Majeſty's Right of Sovereignty over it: aud praying 


that thoſe i important objects might be clearly aſcertained in wo Treaty 


of Peace, which was likely ſoon to take place. | 
From hence until the 29th of January 1783 the en contioued 
his ſolicitations at the Secretary of State's Office, where he was aſ⸗ 


1783. 
January 29. 


ſured, that all his papers were regularly laid before Lord Shelburn; 


but perceiving, on the publication of the Preliminary Articles, that 
no mention whatever was made of the Moſquito Shore, he renewed 
his applications upon the ſubject, pes, the exiſtence of that admi- 
niſtration ; but without effect. 

In the beginning of April 178 3. bis Majeſty agel his Miniſters, 
The Duke of Portland was appointed Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, and 
Lord North and the Right Honoutable Mr. Fo ox Secretaries of State. 


* On 


erer. n. On the 8th and 11th of April, the Agent addreſſed both the Secre- 


83. 
April 8 
and 11. 


(144) 


taries of State, ſoliciting their atteution to the intereſt of the Shore, 
on ſettling the then pending Treaty of Peace with Spain; and for 
that purpoſe renewed his labours, and laid before them a variety of 
papers aſcertaining its Independency, and his Majeſty's Right of So- 
vereignty over it, Many papers on the ſame ſubject were afterwards 
given in to both the Secretaries, (as appears more at large in the Se- 
cond Part of the Moſquito Shore Caſe, not printed, but in Mr, Pitt's 
poſſeſſion ;) and the Agent, had the gratification of ſeeing them re- 


ceived with more attention, and examined with more accuracy, than 


ever he had experienced from any former adminiſtration, The 
conſequence was, that after the moſt deliberate diſcuſſion of the ſub- 
je, it was determined to retain the Shore under his Majeſty's: pro- 
tection and ſovereignty, With this important object, therefore, in 
view, the Sixth Article of the Definitive Treaty with Spain, concluded 
in September 1783, reſtricts the evacuation of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
to be only from any other parts (than thoſe expreſsly given to them 
„by the ſaid Article) whether on the Span; Continent, or in any af 
6+ the iflands whatſoever, dependent on the Spanißb (a] Continent ;" 

as is more ſully explained in the Second Part of the Shore Caſe. The 
Moſquito Shore being thus retained under the dominion of his Majeſty, 
the Agent contiuued his ſolicitations, ſor au immediate and open pro- 
tection to be given to it from Jamaica; and was aſſured that the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica had inſtructions, to hold it as immediately under 
his Government, and to render it every aſſiſtance which it might re- 


% 


{a) The diſpute between the two Crowns, immediately previous to adjuſting the 
Treaty of September 1783, was; Whether the term, Spaniſb, or the term, American 
Continent, ſhould be uſed in this Article; and it was agreed in fayour of the firſt, 


Now, the Moſquito Shore was no part of the Spaniſh Continent ; but a part of the 


American Continent poſſeſſed by the Moſquito Indians, as independently of the 
Crown of Spain, as any of the other parts of America, poſſeſſed by other independ- 
ent ſtates and powers, Therefore the evacuation comprehended in this Article, had 


no relation whatever to that Country, a 
quire. 
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December, preſented to both Secretaries of State, a plan for its future 


| population and ſettlement; by which the moſt liberal, proviſion was p., 


the Shore, and the diſtreſſed Baymen of Honduras, who had been 
deſpoiled of their property at Yucatan, in September 1779; ee 
putting the nation to any extraordinary expeuce. 


ters. The Right Honourable Mr. Pitt was appointed to preſide at the 
head of the Treaſury; and Lord Sydney and the Marge of Car- 
marthen, were appointed Secretaries of State. 

The Agent renewed his applications for the ſafety and eſtabliſhment 
of the Shore, at Lord Sydney's Office, and was officially acquainted, 
that the change of Miniſters would cauſe no alteration whatever in 
the diſpoſition of Government, towards that Settlement; and that 
the fulleſt directions were given to the Governor of Jamaica to enſure 
its tranquillity and defence. But although fuch inſtructions were 
given from Government here, and although the Governor of Jamaica 


gave the ſtrongeſt aſſuranees to the Settlers and to the Indians, of the 


moſt vigorous ſupport, in cafe of any real attack from the Spatuards, 
and inſtructed them, in what manner to apply to him on any actual 
exiſting cauſe of danger ;-it did not, by any means, compoſe the niinds 
of the mhabitants, who were well acquainted with the determined and 
invariable diſpoſition of the Spaniards to poſſeſs their country, by every 
means which fraud, or force, could ſuggeſt, or accompliſh ; and who 
were perfectly convinced, that in the defenceleſs ſtate in which they 
had hitherto been kept, they muſt be fubdued by avy welt-dire&ted 
attack, before it was poſſible for the Governor of Jamaica to give 
them any effectual relief, They, therefore, ſtated their perilous and 
unprotected ſituation, to the Governor at Jamaica, and their Ageut 
in London.:—their being in want of troops, arms, ammunition, and 


L 2 Nor 


quire, In this promiſing ſituation, the Agent, about the middle of SECT. ul. 


N ay 45 * 


About the 23d of December, his Majeſty again 1 his 1. 


1783. 
einber. 


23. 


1784. 
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( 26 ) 


erer. n. Ast peine Whilſt daily and certain intelligence made them 


juſtly apprehend,” the moſt powerful and deſtructive invaſion from all 


1784- parts of the Continent. As theſe advices reached the Agent, be aſſi- 


duouſly applied, from time to time, to the Miniſter of the Home 
Department, by memorials and letters, ſtating the neceſſity of giving 


abſolute and not diſeretionaty orders, for putting the Shore into a 


reſpectable ſtate of defence; as is more amply detailed in the Second 
Part of the Moſquito Shore Caſe. At length, in the month of Octo- 
ber, he received ſuch certain and clear information of the deplorable 
weakneſs of the ſettlements on the Shore, and of the formidable prepar- 
ations and force of the Spaniards againſt it, which were confirmed by 
the arrival and teſtimony of Colonel Deſpard, that on the 18th of 


October 18. October, he addreſſed Mr. Pitt, as well as the Secretary of State, by 


Nov. 16. 


Memorial, deſcribing the preparations which were making at Car- 


thagena, Porto Bello, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatimala, Yucatan, 


the Gulph of Mexico, and Iſland of Cuba; for the avowed purpoſe of 
ſubjecting the whole of that Country in the enſuing ſpring, when 
the eighteen months would expire for delivering up the places agreed 
to by treaty. It was ſcarce credible that the Court of Spain ſhould 
authoriſe ſo flagrant a breach of the treaty, and that at the very mo- 
ment of its completion. Be that as it may, it now ſo far operated 
on his Majeſty's Miniſters, that about the 15th of November, it was 
reſolved to enter into a Convention with the Crown of Spain, for diſ- 
cn the Right to the Sovereignty of the Moſquito Shore. 

From the time that that important intelligence arrived, until the 
mode of Convention was agreed upon, the Agent, by memorials, and 
other writings, addreſſed to Mr. Pitt and Lord Sydney, ſubmitted, in 
various points of view, his Majeſty's. clear and indubitable right of ſo- 
vereignty over the Shore, as well as the indiſpenſable duty to maintain 
the Federal Compact of Protection with the Indians; adding, that the 


Right had been ſo recently and completely eſtabliſhed by the 6th Ar- 
ticle 


5 0 77 5 


35 title of tlie Treaty. of ders as to render every notion of further. 3 . 
negociation about it, incompatible with the diguity of the Nation, and 

injurious. to the Right itſelf, When, therefore, a Convention was Nor. 

determined. on, fearful of what would: happen, he, in a Memorial of 


the 2 5th of November, ſtated the contingent conſequences to Lord 
Sydney; which imported; ©. That in caſe it ſhould prove impracti- 
cable to retain both the Moſquito Shore, and the very limited ſet- 


ti tlement at Yucatan, the Moſquito: Shore was, on every conſider- 


ation, to be preferred; as being not only inexhauſtible in maho- 


% gany, and capable of producing logwood, of the beſt quality; 


« (which was all that could be had from Yucatan ;) but that it 
t abounded in other kinds of uſeful timber, was enriched with every 
« ſpecies of Weſt India produce, ſecure from hurricanes, and of a 
< capacity and extent ſufficient to give the happieſt aſylum to all his 
« Majeſty's ſubjects who had been ruined by the diſaſters of the late 
% war, That, , nevertheleſs, ſhould the country be abandoned, the 
% loſſes which would inevitably ariſe therefrom, to his Majeſty's ſub- 
« jects compoſing the ſettlements, already made there, and poſſeſſing 
large tracts of land for, cultivation, would not only give riſe to 
« very conſiderable and juſt claims upon the public; but would be 
« ſuch a reliuquiſhmeut of the. cleareſt Public Right, ſuch a breach 
“ of Sovereign Protection and good faith towards the Indians, and 
« ſuch a loſs of extenſive and powerful dominion, as could not be 
« exemplificd in the hiſtory of this, or perhaps any other, country.“ 
On the commencement of this Convention, and in the courſe of 
the month of November 1784, Mr. Nepean made known to the Agent, 
that his conduct had been well-approved by Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Sydney ; who would be ready, at any time, to render him ſervice. 


This, it is confeſſed, was highly flattering to the Agent, as it indi- 


cated not only future counteuance to himſelf, perſonally ; but in caſe 


of any diſaſtrous circumſtance attending the negociation, an open and 


— 


liberal patronage for publie compenſation. tay 4 2 
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1785, having teston to think that the Shore was about to be given 


118; 
1 


up to the Crown of Spain, addrefled the Marquis of Carmarthen ; 


humbly ſubmitting, under five articles, the injury the nation would 
ſuſtain by that meaſure. Their import was as follows: 
< Firſt, That the Shore being etected into a Britiſh Government, 


d upon ſuch a plan as was preſented to his Majeſty's Miniſters in 


December 1783, would not only ſupply to this nation, in far 
greater perſection, the loſs of whatever was moſt precious and va- 
© juable in all the ſouthern colonies of North America; ſuch as in- 
« digo, cotton, rice, tobacco, &c ; but alſo furniſh every other pro- 
* duce belonging to the Weſt India foil and climate; ſuch as fugar, 


„ mahogany, logwood, &c ; as well as numberleſs (many of thetn 


« hitherto unknown) plants, ſhrubs, and trees, uſeful in medicine, 
«> ar for dying of colours. 

« Secondly, That the plantations to be laid out on a divifon of 
the country, being made upon fach free and advantageous terms, 
« ag were explained in the above plan, and given to ſuch loyal Ame- 
&« ricans as had ſuffered from their attachment to this Country, would 
« be the beſt reward for their loyalty ; as it would naturally promote 
attachment to the Parent State; and, in conſequence, advance, in 
„ the higheſt degree, its commercial intereſts and naval power. 

« 'Thirdly, That the Country being thus ſettled, would give new 
« advantages, and thoſe of the moſt important kind, to Great Britain, 
% in any future war with Spain; without being liable, like all our 
« other Weſt India ſettlements, to be overcome and ſurpriſed by any 
« ſudden and temporary ſuperiorĩity of the enemy iu that part of the 
„ world, " 

% Fourthly, That to give up the Country to Spain, would be vir- 


«-tually giving up _ the ſettlement at Tenn; which, without 


4% the 


In the-progreſs of this Convention, the Agent, on the firſt of May 


6 


093 - 
* the poſſeſſion of the 1 Shore, never could be ciptiped 
„ with any ſafety, or advantage, to the Britiſh.occupants, &c, -_ 


Ser u. 


« Fifthly, That by giving up the Moſquito Shore, the loſs ang May EN 


„ ſufferings of the Loyal Americans would not only remain unre- 
« warded, but freſh loſſes, greater aud more. aggravated ſufferings 
would come into public view, and preſent themſelves to the State, 
in the perſons of the ſettlers on the Shore; and of all ſuch as had 
* intereſt and property there. That the nation already laboured 
« under an immenſity of debt; and that that unwieldy burthen 
« would be increaſed by the great and additional claims, which the 
% ſufferings as well as indigence of thoſe who had hazarded moſt in 


the Public Cauſe, would produce; with complaints not only of 


+ their being without compenſation, but left to periſh in miſery and 


* diſtreſs, for having ſignalized themſelves in the ſervice and intereſt. ' 


of their Country.” &c. 


From the delivery of this memorial on the ad, to the 31ſt of May, 


the true intereſt of the Shore had taken ſuch a bappy turn in the 


Britiſh Councils, as gave the Agent reaſon to think that it would re- 


main, (where in his humble opinion it ever ought to have remained,) 
with the Crown of Great Britain. However, in the courſe of the month 
of Auguſt following he learned, with the greateſt ſurpriſe, that it was 


in the extremity of danger, from the uſe which the Spaniſh Court 
made, of ſome general and looſe expreſſions which had eſcaped from 


| 31. 


Auguſt, 


Lord Grantham, in the courſe of his correſpondence -with the Spaniſh 


Miniſter, previous to ſettling the Preliminaries. of Peace. In this 
extremity, the Agent addrefied Mr. Pitt, under the zoth of Auguſt, 
importing 

* Firſt, That whatever might have been written or ſaid by Lord 
© Grantham, expreſſive of his ſentiments as. to the propriety, of ſacrific- 
ing the Moſquito Shore in order to obtain a reconciliation between the 


two nations; yet that nothing was either expreſſed or implied, in the 
| „ preli- 


30. 


63% 


ster u. 6 preliminaries' concerning them ; nor compoſed any ſecret article 


72 


178; Sx 75 
, Angle 


| 66 agreed to at that time; circumſtances from which, alone, any 


* 


pupſic act of Government, (binding the State), could be traced. 

«© Secondly, That the preliminaries having been adjuſted i in Janu- 
« ary 1783, the main ſubject of the Peace became warmly agitated in 
« the courſe of the following ſummer. It was then that the Court 
« of Spain made every uſe of Lord Grantham's conduct, by inſiſting 


« that on reſettling his Majeſty's ſubjects on the Coaſt of Yucatan, 


* they ſhould evacuate all other places on the Continent of America, 
« in that part of the world; which ſtipulation had ſolely for its ob- 
« ject, the abandonment of the Moſquito Shore. That the Court of 
London faw it in this liglit: and every part of Lord Grantham's 
« correſpondence was minutely attended to, and fully adjuſted in 
« Council, about the 24th of July 1783.. But that there appeared 
* not at that time, and it muſt have appeared, had it then exiſted, 
any admiſſion of that requiſition in the preliminary articles; nor 
« in any private ſeparate article, made for the purpoſe ; wherefore, 
upon the moſt ſolemn and accurate examination, it was finally de- 
e termined that his Majeſty ſhould retain the Sovereignty of the 
„ Shore, as not being then, or at any time, a part of the Spaniſh 
« Continent; and that the evacuation to be made, ſhould relate to 
« the Spaniſh Continent only, and not the American Continent. 
« Upon which clear and ultimate determination, the 6th Article of 
« the Treaty of Peace with Spain, was formed; by which his Ca- 
% tholic Majeſty acquieſced, unequivocally, in his Majeſty's ſubjects 
„ remaining in it, as part of the American Continent, altogether 
« independent of, and unconnected with, the e of the 
„ Spaniſh Continent. 

4 Thirdly, It was with ' deference ſubmitted, how far it would 


'« accord with prudence, with political and conſtitutional propriety, to 


66 Ann to the Crown of Spain, the beſt and moſt valuable Britiſh 
10 ſettle- 


| ( 8 ) 
e ſettlement in the Weſt Indies: and that after it had been ſecured SECT. 1 


4 to the nation, by the 6th: Article of the Treaty of Peace? And 


3 n W- 


„ whether Parliament ought not to be coylbleed, before ſo important . 


4 national ſacriſice were made? 
„ Fourthly, That ſhould the threateped hoſtilities of Spain be nin 


any propollent mative, for giving vp the Shore, Mr, Pitt was moſt 
reſpectfully reminded, that the apprehenſion of ſuch | hoſtilities 


* 


„ vas much more powerful upon the generous mind which endea- 


voured to avoid them, thau ever the actual efforts were, when put 
in execution. That, facts being duly attended to, it would appear 
<< that no Government was more weak, leſs reſpected, or fo eaſily to 
ebe overthrown, as the Spaniſh Government in America, That a 
<< tenth part of the force, ſo ineffectually emaployed by Great Britain, 


« during the laſt war, would, had it been properly directed on the 
Spaniſh Continent of America, have brought a charie hlancbe from 


„ the Court of Madrid to that of London. It was not, therefore, 
% the power of her external enemies, which overcame Great Britain; 


but her internal diſtractions, the puſillanimouſly, equivocal mode- 


6 ration of her en and the timid W conduct of 


4 her commanders.” 


On the 10th of September, a 50 of the ſettlement | at Ms Sept, 10. 


atan, having made known to che Agent, that the Marquis of Car- 
marthen, had intimated to him, that the Moſquito Shore would be 
delivered up to Spain; and having ſhewn to him a ſketch which he 
intended to preſent to his Lordſhip, for enlarging the bounds of 
the Bay Settlement, for the better receiving the ſettlers of the Shore; 
the Agent, who thought the plan defeftive, and who conceived it to 
be his duty to ſerve the intereſt of the intended combined ſettlements 


as far as he was able, (although he had not been honoured with auy 


kind of information from his Lordſhip,) addrefled him on the 12th 


of September, importing 
M * That 


$5. 
So oh: 


( 82 )) 
% That the limits of the ſettlement, as contained in the 6th Ar- 
« ticle of the Treaty, were altogether inadequate for the purpoſes 
„ meant to be ſerved by it, on the part of Great Britain; and that 
« in caſe, as he had reaſon to believe, the Shore was to be delivered 
up to the Crown of Spain, aud the colony there removed to be to 


this weſtern ſettlement, the hardſhips would be ſo far e as 


to render the Article wholly nugatory. 

That the Combined Settlement would require its Shown: cowards 
„the ſea, to be enlarged. That the rivers. comprehended on that 
1 front, with their banks on each fide,. ſhould be occupied by the 
«« ſettlers, up to their reſpective ſourees.— That Quay Kazina (or 
„St. George's Quay) ſhould be occupied, as formerly, by his Ma- 
6 jeſty's ſubjects, it being abſolutely neceſſary for their health and 
% accommodation. That the ſouth triangles ſhould be ceded to 
% them, for repairing their ſhipping.—That they ſhould have the 
liberty of turtling all over the Bay; and of landing at the quays 
« and the iſlands, as their various occaſions might require.—That 
„ the navigation of the Bay ſhould be perfectly free; with full liberty 
6 to wood and water at all times, at the iſlands of Rattan and Bo- 
% nacca,—That all runaway negroes and others, ſhould be returned 
*« from the Spaniſh, to the Englith ſettlements.— That no other na- 
tion or people, beſide his Majeſty's ſubjects, ſhould be permitted to 
«© ſettle on the Coaſt of Vucatan.— That the King's Superintendent, 
« preſiding over the ſettlement, ſhould at all times be at liberty to go, or 


4 ſend to the Spaniſh Commanders in Y ucatan, or to the Preſidency of 


% Guatimala, &c. on the public buſineſs of the two natious.— That iu 


” 


« with ſecurity to themſelves, their effects, ſhipping, &c. And 
finally, That the Agent had reaſon to think that all thoſe objects 
* were the leſs attended to, at the time of rpm, the Peace, as it 

Was 


« caſe of war, fix months ſhould be allowed for the ſettlers to depart, 


oy 
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4 was Por a glied point that the Moſquito Shore thould u abate SECT. 1 
« Great Britain.“ 
From this month of September 178 5, until the pe v4 of Joly 1 | 
7786, the two Crowns were occupied in diſeuſſing the Right to te 
Moſquito Shore; during which time, every opportunity was embraced 
by the Agent, of enforcing the juſtice and utility of retaining it under 
the dominion- of Great Britain. At length, the Agent, on the 12th. 
of July 1786, had the mortification of being informed by the Mar- 
quis of Carmarthen, That the pen Shore was to bel delivered 
«up to the Crown of Spain 126 Be: 

From this diſaſtrous period, the 1 directed Aan attention oy 
wards obtaining redreſs for the loſſes, which would neceſſarily reſult 
from ſuch a meaſure, With this view, he had, in the year 1786, | 
adviſed the fettlers on the Shore, to aſcertain, in the moſt judicial 4 . 
mode, the property which each member of the colony poſſeſſed, with- 
out exaggeration, - He addreſſed a Memorial to the Marquis of Car- | 
marthen on the 2oth of July, and made the ſame known to Mr. Pitt Ea, 
and Lord "Sydney, which (amongſt various other matters) ſlated; 
e 4415 t the loſſes, by evacuating the Shore, would conſiſt of landed 

« propetty and perſonal effects; and therefore ſubmitted, that the 
„ Cron of Spain, on being admitted into the poſſeſſion of ſo rich a 
6 country, ſhould, at leaſt, make good thoſe lofles; or, in caſe the 
«© exigencies of the State would'not permit that to be inſiſted on, that | 
7 they would unqueſtionably be entitled to the attention of Govetu- | : 
ment, in ATP N their Claims to the eee of Par- 
r F 21 

Lord Walſingham 8 been 3 Ambaſſador to en Court 
of Spain, was defirous of 'receiving every information relative to the 
| Shore: and the Agent conceiving that he was to negociate an indem- 


nifigcation for the loſſes, in queſtion, readily communicated to his } 
M 2 Lordſhip 


684 


ner u. Lordſhip, in November and December following, all that he knew 


170. 
March 27. 


April 4. 


upon the ſubject. 
Some few months * namely, on the apth, of March 


1787, the Morning Chronicle of that date, publiſhed' an account of 
a Debate in the Houſe of Lords; injurious, (as it appeared to the 
Agent,) to his Majeſty's title to the Sovereignty of the Shore, on the 
one hand, and to the unqueſtionable Right of his Subjects to Compen- 
fation, on the other. The Agent, therefore, addreſſed the following 
letter to Mr. Nepeati (Under-Secretary of State) on the 4th of April 
1787, incloſing a memorial of the ſame date to Lord Sydney, Secre- 
taty of State for the Home Department: 


« Dear Sir, 
% pray your particular attention to 1. Ace Memorial to Lord 
Sydney, from his Majeſty's Subjects lately poſſeſſing, and now eva- 
cuating the Moſquito Shore; which has for its object, the vindica- 
tion of the Crown and Government of Great Britain, in regard to 
«+ the protection given to that country, prior to the concluſion of the 
ate Convention with Spain; as well as the juſtification of them- 
“ ſelves, from the groundleſs and cruel imputations thrown upon 
6s them, in the accounts given to the public, of a debate which paſſed 
in the Houſe of Lords, on the 26th of March laſt. 

I am likewiſe to requeſt, that you will be ſo — as introduce 
« it, with the earlieſt opportunity, to the obſervation of Lord Syd- 
« ney; for the purpoſe of my being bonoured, with an anſwer on 


this buſineſs, as ſoon as poſſible ; it being to the Memoerialiſts, of 


« the greateſt i importanoe. | 4: 
have the honour to be,” &c. 


2 — 


« 4th April 1787.” WO a 
The 


636 


The memorial accompanying this letter, the account of the debate SECT. . 
which gave riſe to it, and the ſubſequent letters to Lord Chancellor "© 2 


Thurlow, Mr. Pitt, and Lord Sydney, of the 31ſt of Auguſt, as 
well as the refutation of the exceptionable parts of that debate, are in 
the printed « Cafe of his Majeſty's Subjects having property in, and 
lately eſtabliſhed on the Moſquito Shore, from page 1 7 to page 6s, 
ſubmitted to the public and printed, but not Pen in F r 
1789; and to which Caſe the Agent now refers. 

From this time, all idea of recovering ſatis faction [ws "WR 
- ceaſed; the Agent, however, relied on the juſtice of the Cauſe to en- 
ſure the approbation and ſupport of Government, in aid of any Parlia- 


mentary Application for Relief. With this perſuaſion; he tranſmitted 


in manuſcript, the Caſe juſt referred to, accompanied with the follow- 
ing letter to Mr, * on the 26th of January Me 
Sir, wy 


% Having received no anſwer to my letters, under the 31ſt of 
« Auguſt 1787, which I had the honour of addreſſing reſpectively, 


« to you, Sir, to Lord Thurlow, and to Lord Sydney; I proceeded, 


« as therein mentioned, to prepare and ſtate the Caſe of his Majeſty” 8 
Subjects lately eſtabliſhed on, and poſſeſſed of, property in the 
66 Moſquito Shore, in order to lay it before the Public; and the lame 
4 js now ready for printing. 

In this ſtage of the buſineſs, I beg leave to apply myſelf folely 
to you, Sir, and moſt reſpectfully to ſubmit to your immediate 
<« conſideration, the expediency, or neceſſity, of proceeding further in 
this Publication. 

For this purpoſe, I have herewith encloſed the Firſt Part of 92 
« Caſe; in which it is humbly conceived, 


«« Firſt, That the © Independengy of the a Mga Shore and of the 


Indians 


1. 


1788. 


January 26. 


"4 


January 26. 


(%9 


Ker. Jn 4 Indians poſſeſſing 1 it, upon the Crown of Spain, is fully eviticed; 


% previous to the Treaty of Convention in July 1786. 3. 
Second, That tlie Sovereignty and Protection of his Majeſty and 
the Crown of Great Britain over that Country and People, is like- 
« wiſe clearly eſtabliſhed; previous to that Treaty of Convention. 
That his Majeſty's ſubjects were juſtly and legally ſettled in that 
Country, ſupported'atid' protected by Government, under the con- 
„trol and direction of his Majeſty's Governor of Jamaica; and con- 


4 tinued ſo to be at, and previous to the Treaty of Convention. 


Under theſe circumſtances, it is humbly ſubmitted; Whether, 
« as no proviſion was made in the Treaty, for indemoifying his Ma- 
« jeſty's ſaid ſubjects for their loſs of poſſeſſions and of property on 
* the Moſquito Shore, upon the Sovereignty. thereof being ceded to 
the Crown of Spain, they are not entitled to the protection of his 
« Majeſty and Government, in recommending their Caſe to, Parlia- 
ment; and thereupon to receive national relief and indemnification 
« for their loſſes ; upon this univerſal Principle; That as any partial 
« intereſt ought to be given up, for preſerving the general intereſt 


% of the whole; ſo that whole is, by the ſame principle, obliged to 
« indemnify the ſuffering individuals, of that part, for the injuries * 


« which they have ſuſtained. 


The reſidue of this Caſe is taken up in iſloftrating and confirming 
« the three general heads above-mentioned; and in recounting the 


„ vnremitted attention of the Settlement to the intereſts of Great Bri- 
„ tain, by preſerving that ineſtimable Country free and independent 
of Spain, at every riſque and danger to themſelves: and thereu pon 
„ ſtating their Conſtitutional Claim to Relief. This detail takes up 
about ſix times the compaſs of this Firſt Part of the Caſe, now ſub- 
«+ mitted to conſideration ; and comprehends moſt of the papers and 
6s applications made and preſented to Government on behalf of the 


Settlement, on and fince the month of January 1779. 


6 Should 
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1: 46; Should this Fir Part, Sir, haye the happineſs to meet with: 8 I. 


10 5 your approbation, ſo as to make their Caſe appear worthy of ſup- 


5; port from his Majeſty's Government, in introducing and carrying wa. 


„through their Application for Relief to Parliament; then will they 
have obtained the great end of their Publication; and will eſteem it 


„„ 


* nh os 
8 


bo 


+ their greateſt honour to follow er irolang in all n future | 


oof proceedings. beats, 20 ? eiridhitaot 5111 41 bt 
In anxious expectation of this ente PR me to pray prin * 


„ vour of being made eie n your platurs tins the, e 


.C 


= 


of this buſineſs, 


s 1 ary | 
he 26th Jo 189 y 


44 11711 _— xt; E nen zin 

The Agent not being been honoured with any anſwer, Adee, 
on the 7th of October, the Fro ia ert to Mr. Pitt, Mr. Ne- 
Toe m Lord sener: menen 


(1 175 
To, Mr. Pitt. 


55 Sir, e e 
« I beg leave moſt reſpe&tfully to Gicir your e Jr attention, 
to the merits of the Claims of his Majeſty” s Subjects poſſeſſing pro- 


4 perty in, and lately ſettled on, the Moſquito Shore; on account of 


% their loſſes, ſuſtained i in conſequence of that country having been 
given up to the Crown of Spain, by the Convention 15 of J uly 
% and September 1786. cd 


« Objefions were made and publiſhed i in March 1787, affecting 


« his Majeſty's Right of Sovereiguty to that Country, its Intrinſic 
„Value, the Nature of its Trade, and the Reputation of his Majeſ- 
10 ty's Subjects lately ſettled upon it. Thoſe objections naturally and 
66 neceſſarily ſtimulated anſwers; which are contained in a work of 
« 360 folio pages; the firſt ſection of which accompanied the letter 

6 I had 


1 have the honour to be, „ b. 


October 7. 


* 


(«88 ) 


* SECT. n. „ I had een addrefing to You, Sir, on the 26th of mand 


. e laſt. 


j 
3 


9 
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WAY 6 at 0 Aude moſt Pandy a0 chat this Firſt Section 
'« would have given ſuch ſatis faction, reſpecting all the objections 


above hinted at, as to have made the Claimants appear worthy of 
4 protection from his Majeſty's Government, in recommending their 


Claims to the conſideration of Parliament. And under this con- 
«« ception, I have anxiouſly expected ever ſince, to be honoured with 


your notice/upon that ſubject. Nor can I, at this moment, permit 


my ſelf to think that I ſhould have been diſappointed, had not other 


46 preat occupations, prevented your attention to this buſineſs. To 


i obviate any further misfortune to the Claimants, without detaching 
« your views from higher and more important objects; I pray your 
„ indulgence to ſubmit with the greateft deference, the expediency 
«+ of referring the Claims I am concerned in, to the obſervation and 
« report of Lord Walſingham and Mr. Nepean ; who have been each 
„of them, as Under-Secretary of State, well acquainted with the 
proceedings of the Claimants and the operations of their Agent, in 


conducting their buſineſs before his Majeſty's Miniſters. This re- 


port, Sir, will, with eaſe and facility, enable you to form a final 
judgment of the merits of my preſent application: and I preſume 
to point out this expedient, from being impreſſed with the cleareſt 
„ and ſtrongeſt conviction, that the Claims I ſolicit, will appear, 
% hen examined, to be made with unexampled moderation, and to 
„ be founded upon the fair principles of truth and juſtice, 


The great loffes fuffered by the ſettlers on Yucatan, in the Bay 


„of Honduras, in September 1779; form another claſs of Claimants, 
* in the ſame predicament with the former: and the metits of their 


6 Claims are contained in their Petition to the King in Council, 


6 praying the ano bo Aid 1 in a AA, their Caſe to Parliament, 
under 


| 


= 


6 


6&6 
66 
66 
66 
T 


66 


I beg leave to aſſure you, Sir, that my e aim in con- 


it: 


( 89 0% 
under the gth of March 1 eh, To e no anſwer has been 
hitherto obtained;; ol To ets 


EE > Ss 


ducting theſe Claims, has been to merit your particular approbation; 
© and obtain the concurrence of all the Members of his Majeſty's 


Government, in recommending, them effectually to the conſide- 
ration of Parliament. If I have obtained, or can now obtain this 
point, the end of the Claimants in publiſhing their Caſe, will be 


completely anſwered. Their reputation will remain ſafe under your 
protection; and the merits of their Claims will be duly attended 


to. But if any doubts or ſuſpicions, make it ſtill neceſſary. that 


they ſhould proceed to juſtify, themſelves, by the publication now 
and formerly mentioned; I moſt humbly ſubmit to you, Sir, how 
proper it will be to make me acquainted with/it ; as they muſt, at 
this late period, uſe the utmoſt;. diligence. in printing the Caſes, 
to be in time to attract the attention of his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
the Members of the Legiſlature, and the Public at large, en 
the enſuing meeting of Parliament. 


A pray to be honoured with your commands 3 and I remain with 


£6 


* 7th October 1788.” 


6 
66 
66 
40 


66 


the higheſt reſpect, . . 
«6 Hampſtead, _ bd | 


To Mr. hone 
40 45 Sir, | | 


J moſt earneſtly. Rh the favour that you will attentively con- 
fider my incloſed letter to Lord Sydney, and the copy of my letter 


to Mr. Pitt.of ſame date, accompanying it. It is the laſt, and 


likewiſe the beſt and moſt immediate expedient 1 can think of, for 
gaining the patronage ot Government, to the diſtreſſed, unfortunate, 


and moſt meritorious Claimants; and thereby rendering all pub- 
N « lication 


——— 


October 7. 


G ) 
rr. 4-Hieation of their Caſes unneceſſary. I thall be exceedingly happy 


« if it ſucceeds in the manner I wiſh it; and from the rectitude of 


«the meaſure, I flatter myſelf it cannot fail. But it it does not 


« ſucceed, no time is to be loſt in publiſhing the Caſe. Therefore, 
expedition is moſt reſpectfully ſolicited ; "nod the favour of an 

oy anſwer to this in courſe of poſt.” 

ws [ am, with the trueſt eſteem and d regard, 2 Kc. 
„th October 1788.“ e 
: To Lord sydney. 
4 My Lord, | 

% The delay and MUSH given to the Claims, of the Set- 
& tlers on the Coaſt of Yucatan, for the lofles they ſuſtained in Sep- 
tember 1779; and to the ſubſequent Claims of the late Settlers on 
the Moſquito Shore, on the giving up of that country to the King 


of Spain, by the Convention Treaty of July and September 1786; 


put me under the greateft difficulties. For whilſt it is the wiſh 


« and ambition of the Agent, to merit the eſteem and approbation 
« of your Lordſhip and his Majeſty's Government; within the ſmall 
« circle in which he moves; it remains his indiſpenſable duty, not to 


« let the reputation and intereſts of either of thoſe two claſſes of 


« men, ſuffer under his management and direction: eſpecially as 


„their reputation is not only clear, but their Loyalty meritorious ; 


« and their Claims not only exemplarily moderate, but founded in 


„Truth and Juſtice. V = 
For getting clear of this dilemma, to the ſatisfaction of his Ma- 


4 jeſty's Government, as well as of the Claimants; I beg leave moſt 


t reſpectfully to ſubmit to your Lordſhip's conſideration, a Propoſi- 
« tion which 1 have had the honour of laying before the Right 


4 * Honourable Mr. Pitt, by my letter to him of this date; a copy 
© 0 


* 


0 ” * 
% happy as to meet 2 your Lordſhip 8 eee of abs mea - _ 
« ſure; I would then moſt earneſtly pray your Lordſhip's good * nt 
October 7. 


« in bringing it to an immediate concluſion. 5 
* % have the honour to be,” Kc. | 


«Y 


« Havphend, 
nem 6 [316-2 © 
The Agent having applied to > Mr. Nepean "Thy an Interview, * was, 26. 

in return, made acquainted, that his ill ſtate of health made it ne- 

ceſſary to defer it, until His return from Bath; for which place he 

intended to ſet out about the 26th of October. Upon which, infor- 

mation the Agent addreſſed him on the 23d, ſtating that, | 

No notice having been taken of his letters adgrefled to Lord 

* Sydney and Mr. Pitt on the 7th inſtant, he concluded that he 

might not expect any. In that ſituation, and after having paid, 

* to the' utmoſt of his power, the higheſt attention and reſpect to 

* Government; Mr. Nepean would fee the neceffity of the Agent's 

* diſcharging his laſt duty to the Claimants on the Coaſt of Vu- 

« catan, as well as to thoſe of the Moſquito Shore; by publiſhing 

their reſpective Caſes, with all expedition,” | 
Having, hitherto, been unable to attract the attention of his 

Majeſty's Miniſters to the merits of the Moſquito Shore Claims, it 

was determined to preſent a Petition on the ſubject, to the Houſe of 

Commons, in the courſe of the enſuing Seſſions of Parliament; and 

and to publiſh their Caſe. In purſuance of this Plan, the Agent 

addreſſed, under the 2d of March 1789, three letters, of the fame 178g. 

import, to Mr. Pitt, Lord Chancellor Thurlow, and Lord Sydney, 
accompanying the firſt and third letters with a copy of the intended | 

Petition, as well as the printed Caſe; and tranſmitting to the Lord . 

in a copy of the Caſe only, viz... 


Na The 


i 


19. 


l ü The letter to Mr. pitt was 2s f s follows : : | - 


your Wn Judgrment, &c. 


( 92 ) | 7 


? 
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* beg leave to tele to * letter u 1 bad the honour of ad- 


«© drefling to you under the 7th of October laſt, reſpeQing the pub- 
«6 lication of the Caſe of the late Settlers on the Moſquito Shore, 
„ and their intended application to Parliament for relief 


* I have now the honour of laying before you, Sir, their printed 
«© Caſe, and a copy of their Petition, as meant to be preſented to 
«the Honourable Houſe of Commons: and as they depend folely 
„on the merits of their Caſe, they humbly ſubmit thoſe merits, to 
| 101 Del 
«I have the honour to > be, * Ke. | 


— : 
; {00 * en, 


wm s 


| The late Sir Herbert Mackworth had BY TRE Fg 7 the 
Petition; but a matter of importance kept him from town a great 
part of the month of March; ſo that it was about the .1;th day of 
that month, before the original ſigned Petition of the Moſquito Shore 
Claimants was put into his hands. On the 19th, .in the morning, 
the Agent having ſent in a letter (written the preceding night) to 
Sir Herbert, was ſurpriſed at receiving a verbal return, by his meſ- 
ſenger, mentioning, from Sir Herbert, that Mr. Pitt had not ſeen the 
Petitions reſpecting the Moſquito Shore and Yucatan, Claimants.— 
To be perfectly informed of this, he addrefſed the following 1 to 
Sic F Herbert on the morning of the 20th. 


44 wa Bir Herbert, 

« 1 do not well underſtand the melage my clerk brought x me from 

« you, in return to my letter of yeſterday morning ; as 1 think it 
4; "NP that Mr. Pitt ſhould wh that he had not ſeen the Pe- 


*< titions, 


+ 


1 


5 0 930 
<< titions, and knew nothing of the ſubject of them: Ls he has 
e been made acquainted with the ſubject of them for. theſe laſt two 
years; and I have had the honour of tranſmitting to him in the 
* firſt part of this month, not only correct copies of the Petitions, 
but of accompanying them with letters, explatatory 22 55 their 1h ne 
and praying his projiuttion's and patronage.” 5 


« Hampſtead, 
| * 20th March wo & 


| Sir thor Mackworth's Ah 

Dear Sir, | 
] was juſt going out yeſterday, which made me end a Wade 
meſſage. When 1 ſpoke to Mr. Pitt, he could recollect nothing 
„of the Petition; I therefore gave him mine *, begging he would 
& look over it, and hoped I ſhould have the King's conſent to pre- 
„ ſent it. Veſterday I wrote him a note, reminding him of this 
being the laſt day of Petitions, ſaying nothing of the poſſibility 
of its being afterwards preſented. I alſo ſpoke to Mr. Steele, to 
remind him; and hope I ſhall, this day, obtain my leave to 1 ir it 
* on the tables "ou ſhall know what is done by a line. 

„ Your's nen, 


* 


* 6 


_ &« Cavendiſh- —4 | 
_ «20th March 1789. 


On the 22d of March the Agent received the blog letter from 


Sir Herbert Mackworth dated the 2ſt, viz. 
« Dear Sir, 


] yeſterday requeſted Mr. pit to let me have his final er 


relative to the Moſquito Shore Petition, which was; that he could 
« not conſent to its om. Pens that he would further confider the 


* The original ſigned Peticion, which he was to preſent to the Lone of Com- 


mons; and which Mr Pitt never returned. 
17 merits 


— 


SECT.1II. © merits of the Cat: and 


— — 


1789. 
March 22. 


April 12, 


90. 


( 94) 
and if any thing was proper to be done e 
« 74 muft come from Government, in another mode.” &c. | 


The Agent, aſtoniſhed at Mr. Pitt's refuſal to admit the Moſquito 
Shore Petition, and the printed Caſe, to be ſubmitted to the con- 
ſideration of the Houſe of Commons; ſet immediately about drawing 
an abſtract of the conduct, merits, and ſufferings of the Settlement, 
agreeably to the Heads of the Sections at the end of the printed 
Caſe of the 2oth of February 1789. Whilſt he was engaged in this 
buſineſs, he received, on the 12th of April, the following letter from 
Mr, Nepean, on the ſubject: 


Dear Sir, „Whitehall, 12th April 1789. 
I have had ſome converſation with Mr. Pitt upon the ſubjc& of 
% the Moſquito Claims, and in order that he may be perfectly ap- 
„ priſed of all the circumſtances relating to that buſineſs, I wiſh 
that you would prepare an Abſtract, for his peruſal. It is im- 
« poſſible for him to read all the papers you have tranſmitted to 
„ him; but I think the matter may be confined within a very narrow 
46 compaſs, and may equally anſwer your purpoſe. 
„„ You are miſtaken in ſuppoſing that Mr. Pitt has, hitherto, been 
« adverſe to the propoſed application to Parliament, as I can affure 
« you, that he has not taken the ſubject into his conſideration, and 
of courſe has not made up his mind, what part to take, in caſe the 
« Claims of the perſons intereſted ſhould be brought forward. 1 
When you have finiſhed the A bſtract, I ſhall be obliged to you, 
"66 if you will ſend it to me. 


J am, Dear Sir,” &c. 


By the goth of April, the Agent had concluded his Memorial 
to Mr. Pitt, upon the ſubject; and tranſmitted it to Mr. Nepean, ac- 


companied with the following letter : 
Dear 


cc 
66 


66 


cc 
cc 
66 
cc 
cc 
66 
cc 
66 


cc 


66 
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40 
40 
40 
«6 
6c 
40 
40 


66 


„ 


Py 


Dear Sir ir, 


7 This accompanies the Abſtra&t of this Papers, relative to che SECT. It. 


Caſe of the late Settlers on the Moſquito Shore, which you de 


fired me, by your letter of the 12th HOI, to propere for the 


peruſal of Mr. Pitt, 
« Were I to give a title to this piece, I might call it, 


&« Hiftorical Anecdotes, Political and Commercial, of the Proſperity and 


Ruin of the Britiſh Settlements on the Moſquito Shore. 
« As a Memorial for the inſpection of a Miniſter of State, it is 


very long; but as a Hiſtory, or as an Abſtract of the Papers it 


refers to, it is very ſhort. However, my wiſh and aim is, to 
make it perfectly fit for obtaining the attention and patronage of 
the Miniſter, to the Petition of the unfortunate Sufferers, who 


now apply to Parliament for relief. Wherefore, I beg leave 


to pray the favour of your friendſhip, to point out to me whatever 
may ſtill be wanting for this purpoſe ; or whatever may be ad- 
vanced therein too little, or too much, to obtain it; and I will 


take back this Memorial and reform it accordingly. 


Should I not be favoured with hearing from you ſooner ; 


I will do myſelf the honour of waiting upon. you, on TIT 


next at twelve o'clock. 


« As to the Settlers, who 2 pillaged and captivated. on he 


Coaſt of Yucatan, in September 1779; their printed Caſe and 
written Petition, as preſented to Mr, Pitt, on the 6th of March 
laſt, are conceived to be ſo full and concluſive; that unleſs ſome 


unexpected deficiency is pointed out, I mean not to enlarge any 


further on that ſubject. But I-very earneſtly pray you, Sir, to re- 
mind the Miniſter of that buſineſs ; and of the prayer and ex- 
pectation of thoſe very great and extraordinary Sufferers, whole 
claims and proofs were depoſited with you; that they may be as 


„fully 


1789. 
April 30. 
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sEC T. 1. fully comprehended under his patronage 3 and nme as the 


1789. 
April 30. 


June 6. 


25 Senner Auer 3 | 
J am, dear Sir,” &c. 
«© Hampſtead, | | xe] | 

4 goth April 1789.“ 


The Agent folicited moſt earneſtly, all the month of May, for 
Mr. Pitt's anſwer; and in a letter to Mr. Nepean, upon the zoth 
of that Mouth, after mentioning the Petitions of the Moſquito Shore 
and Yucatan Claimants, in March laſt ; he obſerved as follows : 

„Both theſe pieces of buſineſs, which are of the utmoſt im- 
% portance to the concerned, have been attending the approbation 
„ and direction of Mr. Pitt, for their introduction into the Houſe of 
« Commons, ſince the time allowed for preſenting Petitions in the 
* month of March laſt. If the beſt founded merits, the greateſt 
« ſufferings and loſſes, and the trueſt loyalty, patience, and unre- 
« ſerved ſubmiſſion to Government, can form any Claim to the 
« Miniſter's attention and protection; theſe two claſſes of men 
« humbly conceive themſelves moſt highly entitled to it. Under 


this circumſtance and the advanced period of the preſent ſeffion 


« of Parliament, they moſt earneſtly pray, in return to this appli- 
cation, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer will be graciouſly 


«6 pleaſed to direct them, in what manner they are to proceed,” &c. 


By the Gazette of the 6th of June, it appeared that his Majeſty 
had appointed, the Right Honourable William Wyndham Grenville, 
. to be his principal Secretary of State for the Home A en 


in the room of Lord Sydney, who had reſigned. 


On the 1oth of that month, the Agent preſented himſelf at Mr. 
Grenville's office, to pay his reſpects to him, with a Memorial of 


fame date, ſtating, among various articles of buſineſs which remained 


at the a undetermined, thoſe of the Yucatan and Moſquito Shore 
Claimants. 
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Claimants, Mr. Grenville not being at the Office, he left the. Re SEC 


morial with Mr. Nepean, and on the FAS of June, addrefled Mr. 
Grenville as follows: ex F 3 


| Eh 
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« 22d June 178g.” 10 


<: Sar, ©: 


5 I had the honour of attending at your e on the roth inſtant, June 22. 


in order to pay my reſpectful duty, as Agent for the Settlement 
at Vucatan; and in your abſence, I preſented to Mr. Nepean, a 


memorial for that ſettlement, as therein deſcribed; reſpecting va- 


rious articles of bufineſs that remain unfiniſhed, and are humbly 
conceived to require immediate attention. 

„ beg leave, Sir, to refer to that Memorial; and more eſpecially 
to the latter part of it, which relates to an immediate application to 
Parliament, on account of the lofſes and ſufferings of the Yucatan 
Settlement, in September 1779; and the loſſes and ſufferings of 


„the Moſquito Shore Settlement, in the Spring and Summer of 
cc | 


1787. 
The whole merits of theſe reſpective Claims, Sir, are now be- 


fore you. The Memorialiſts are moſt implicitly at the command 


of Government, ready to conduct their Applications to Parliament, 
in ſuch manner as you may be pleaſed to direct; and in this view, 
they humbly ſubmit, that no time is to be loſt in commencing that 
Application. Permit me, therefore, moſt reſpectfully to ſolicit - 
your immediate commands upon this point; ſo as to enable me to 


execute your pleaſure, and make them clearly to underſtand what 


they are to expect, and what they may depend upon. 
„] have the honour to be, &c. 


1 


66 Hampſtead, 


After various other applications, the Agent was appointed an au- July 10. 


Hence, and waited on n Mr, Grenville at his office on the 1oth of July; 


= 


0 when 


4 


SECT, n. 


1789. 
July 10. 


Auguſt 7. 


December 4. 


(99). 
when Mr. Grenville made known to him, that he had conſidered the 
; ras road Shore Claims, and had put them in a train for 'his Majeſ- 


ty's other Miniſters ; and that as ſoon as Government had formed an 
opinion upon them, 25 the Agent, ſhould be made A 
with it. 
Anxiouſly Alen begebe Claims bote wats Houſe of Com- 
mons, during that ſeſſion of Parliament, the Agent continued his ſo- 
licitations for the purpoſe, until he received, on the 7th of Auguſt, 


the following letter from Mr Nepean : 


£ Dear Sir, 
„I ſhall not fail to lay your letter before Mr. Grenville ; he is at 
« preſent at Weymouth, but will return on Wedneſday. 
« I-underſtand that it is his intention to take up the Moſquito 
« buſineſs, as ſoon as the Parliament is prorogued; I therefore would 
* not adviſe you to write to him again on that ſubject, for I can 


e afſure you that there is not any occaſion to urge him to finiſh the 


„ buſineſs of his department. 
J am, Dear Sir,” &c. 
«© Whitehall, 
47th Auguſt 1789.“ 


Severe as this diſappointment was, the Agent ſtill perſevered, and 


with the concurrence. of ſuch of the Shore Claimants as were in Lon- 
don, he addreſſed Mr. Grenville, on the 4th of December 1 789. as fol- 


lows: 
66 Sir, 
„% Having received no anſwer to the various applications which 1 
% have had the honour of making to you, requeſting the favour of 
„ being made acquainted with his Majeſty's pleaſure, reſpecting the 
Petition to Parliament of the late Proprietors and Settlers on the 


« Moſquito Shore, for the Loſſes by them ſuſtained on their evacuating 
6 that 
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4 that Country; in obedience to his * s command; 1 have Ser. u., 


66 


hitherto been altogether unable to give the Concerned hard ſatisfac- 
tion on this important buſineſs, 5 | n 
This total want of information, joined to ths vety e diſaps 
pointmerit they ſuffered, by the Petition to the Houſe of Commons 
having been wholly unattended to by Governinent, during the laſt 
ſeſſion 5 makes it, at this time, appear to them abſolutely neceſſary, 
to print off immediately, 1250 copies of their Memorial to Mr. 
Pirt, of the goth of April laſt, under the form of a Second Part of 
their Caſe, incorporating into it ſuch other Articles as were then 


omitted for the ſake of brevity ; and to publiſh the 1 2 the 


Meeting of Parliament, in January next. 


«© 'By this means they humbly conceive, they ſhall 1 hs belt 


opportunity of making the merits of their Caſe known to his Ma- 
jeſty, and to all the Departments of Government; as well as to 
the ſeparate branches of Legiſlature, and the Public at large: 
whence they may be afterwards enabled to apply with more facility 
and effect, to his Majeſty in Parliament; and obtain, after a due 
conſideration of their Caſe, the hearty concurrence of his Majeſty's $ 
Miniſters, in obtaining relief. 

« I humbly ſubmit, Sir, this plan of their proceedings to your 
conſideration ; and I beg leave moſt truly to aſſure: you, that they 
hold themſelves now, as they ever have been, at the command of you 
and his Majeſty's other Mivifters, to regulate their condud in ſeeking 
redreſs, in ſuch manner as Government may direct; upon being 
honoured with the certain knowledge, that they are the Objects of 
Royal Patronage and Miniſterial es, in their humble 57 
plications to Parliament for Relief. 

* Praying the favour of an e + wen the honour:to be,” OY 

« Hampſtead, ; 
„Am December 1589.” | ; | E 
O 2 On 


1789 | 
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1790. 
January 20. 


28, 
February 4. 


( 100 ) 
On the 20th of Jauuary 1790, and not before, the Agent was ho- 
noured with an anſwer to the preceding letter; when he received 


a letter from Mr, Bernard, Under-Secretary of State, (dated the 19th 


of January) which made known to him, that Mr. Bernard was di- 
refed by Mr. Secretary Grenville, to acknowlege the receipt of the 
above letter, of the 4th of December: And that, as to the ſettlers 
* on the Moſquito Shore, his Majeſty's Miniſters had not chen come 
* to any determination on their Caſe,” rt. 

In return to this letter, the N addreſſed Mr. Grewille on 'the 
fame day, ſubmitting, 

Whether the anſwer was a; at that oleic time,” more G 
4 ſtreſſing, than the moſt explicit refuſal of any countenance and 
protection to the Claims, would be? And whether, if Government 
„was not graciouſly pleaſed, to come to an immmediate determina- 
4 tion on the Caſe, the Concerned would 11ot as certainly be diſap- 
pointed in their views of Parliamentary Attention and Relief, in that 
« ſeſſion; as they were throughout the whole courſe of the preceding 
« one? That the Concerned had already humbly repreſented, That 
5. their ſole view was to have their. Caſe regularly introduced and 
+ ſubmitted to the conſideration of Parliament; and in doing which, 
«they 'wiſhed to owe every obligation to his Majeſty's Miniſters: but 
„if that favour could not be granted, they would think GE 
6 compelled to ſubmit it to the opinion of the public.“ 

No anſwer having been received to this letter, nor to avoches of 
the ſame date, on behalf of the Bay Claimants, the Agent again ad- 
dreſſed Mr. Grenville, and referred to them, on the 28th of ſaid, Ja- 
nuary 1790; and, on the 4th of February following, was honoured with 
Mr. Greaville's letter of the 3d of that month, acknowleging both 
thoſe letters ; and acquainting him that—** With regard to the ſe- 
„ cond, (the Moſquito Shore Claims, ) he had reaſon to think, that 


66 his Majeſty's Miniſters word | corne to a determination thereupon, 


k | « in 


0 93; 1), 

68 in the courſe of the then ſeſſion of Parliament; z. and that he ould ECT: n. 
not fail to communicate it to the Agent, for "the, information, OE raged 

10 9 perſons concerned. The Agent acknowleged. the receipt "of . 5 


this letter, on the ſame day that he received it; and as ſoon as he 
had laid it before ſuch of the Shore Claimants as were then in Lon- 


don, he addreſſed Mr. Grenville on the 23d of February; intimating, 
That the Concerned flattered themſelues, by the above intimation, 
« that they might ſtill hope ultimately for the countenance of his 
66, 1 s Miniſters; and that they would have the goodneſs to 
come to the expected determination of introducing the petition into 
6c _ Houſe'of Commons in the courſe: of the then ſeſſion. In the 
e mean time they humbly requeſted ' to know, Whether there could 
* be any objection to the nen immediately their e caſe or 


5 


% the 2oth of February 1789 177ñßv˙é ens 

To this letter Mr. Nepean Wa anfwer, 26:lirediod by Mr. Gren- March . 
ville, the gth of March 15790, (as ſtated pages 25, 26) in which he | 
ſays, . Mr. Grenville does not think it neceſſary, or proper for him, 
« to give any advice reſpecting the publication of | thoſe papers.” 
Meaning the Caſe of the Baymen, as well as the Moſquits Shore 
Caſe, as ſeparately ſtated in the e re letters, of 2oth+ 27.2027 
and 23d of February. 30. 

On the 10th of March 1790, the 2 5 addreſſed Mr. Nepean, 10. 
explaining both the letters; and, as to the general auſwer returned to 
the queſtion, obſerving only, ! in what perplexity it left a ſet of men, 
perfectly diſpoſed to conduct themſelves, under the patronage of 
Government, in whatever way ſhould appear moſt agreeable to his 
. + Majeſty's Miniſters.” | 

In this ſituation matters remained on the 5th of May 1799, when May 5. 
Mr, Pitt ſtated to the Houſe of Commons, the, Depredations which 
had been lately committed by the Spaniards, at Nootka Sound, upon 


aur Britiſh veſſels trading with the Indians in that part of America ;+,t 12 PP» 32 
and 


2 . PR 


1799. 


May 6. 


+ 
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tor. 4. and obtained the unanitn bu ap robation of the Houſe, to reſent them 


in the moſt hoſtile manner. 5 Agent addreffed Mr. ws errand on 
the 6th of May ates tx LOOT OC ITY 


% r te 
« In the LY bene of warlike preparation againſt the 
Crown of Spain; it is mbſt reſpectfully / ſubmitted; that the ſet- 
« tlers at Yucatan muſt be ee wn, unleld, immediately 
e ſupported or removed. 
« It is likewiſe moſt humbly ſubmitted, that the Iſland of Rattan 
of the greateſt importance in a war with Spain; not only on ac- 
count of its intrinſie merit; but for its good and capacious harbour, 
and its iuvaluable ſituation for aſſembling and commencing hoſtile 


operations againſt all parts of the Spaniſh Weſt Indies. 


« The Moſquito Shore may be eaſily recovefed. The Indians are 


« fil moſt ſtrongly attached to us; That Country being again in 


« our poſſeſſion, facilitites, by Roman River, the moſt promiſing 
% attack upon Honduras and Guatimala; and opens. to your choice, 
« the dominious of Mexico and the South Sea, © 
% The Iſthmus of Darien his been well explored ; end Governors 
General Sir Archibald Campbell i is maſter of the trace. 
Were thele to be objects of purſuit, and prize-money refortned 
„and regulated; the war, under ſuch circumſtances, might be in- 


« finitely leſs burthenſome to the nation, than at any former period. 


« Thefe hints are moſt humbly ſubmitted. 
I have the honour to be,” &c. 


4 Hampſtead, 
th May 1790.” 


He again addreſſed Mr. Grenvilte'on the 8th'of May, ſtating, That 

„ the then ſeffion of Parliament was far advanced; and that freth 
demands had fecently arifen on the Crown of Spain, from the cap- 
. ture 
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« ture of his Majeſty's ggg and their property in Nootka Sound; SECT. It. 
4 and reſpectfully requeſting to be honoured with his inſtructions i in I 
<<, regard to what ſhould be ren to the concerned, on the ſubject 1790. 
of their Claims. 
On the 19th of May he was honoured with an audience of Mr. May 19. 
Pitt and Mr. Grenville. | 

At this audience Mr. Pitt obſerved to the Agent, That i in 0 to 
know whether his Majeſty's confidential ſervants could adviſe bis 
Majeſty to recommend the Moſquito Shore Claims to Parliament, it 
would be previouſly neceſſary to be acquainted with the nature and 
foundation of them, and how they, were proved: for Which purpoſe he 
propoſed that the Lords of the Treaſury ſhould appoint, Commiſſioners 
to examine and report upon them. — To this the Agent anſwered, 
That he was at all times ready to explain them. That the greateſt 
claim, and in which he, himſelf, was perſonally concerned, conſiſted 
of lands fairly and bopa fide, purchaſed from the Moſquito King and 
his Chiefs; and which had been legally and regularly conveyed. 
That the other claims, conſiſting of ſmall parcels. of land, of maho- 
gany, and other property, which the proprietors were. unable t. o carry 
with them, on evacuating the Shore: 3 ,had already been, proved. before 
his Majeſty's Commiſſioners who conducted the evacuation, or by 

evidence, on oath, fince that time. 

Mr. Grenville then read a minute which he bad drawn up, on the 
om and acquainted the Agent chat it. ſhould, be copied aud ſent. to 

im. 

The more the Agent reflected on the propoſition enen Com- 
miſſionets, the more extraordinary and.diſcouraging the meaſure ap- 
. peared. From the very commencement, of Mr. Pitt's adminiſtration, 


be had been thoroughly and candidly, acquainted with the rights and 
intereſts of the Moſquito Shore, and with the merits of the Claim- 


ants, as Settlers _ it, during the whole courſe of the preceding 
War. 


aver. U. 


1790. 
May 19& 20. 


6 to ) 


war. lle bad Re of that Country temaining with Great Bri- 
taiv, as much as the former Adminiſtfation” had done. During the 
negociation of the Convention, from November 1784, to July and 
September 1786, he well knew the foundation and contingent nature 
of the Claims, as depending wholly on our retaining, or giving up, 
the Country to the Crown of Spain. — In January 1788, he was more 
eſpecially made acquainted with the merits of them; by having a ma- 
nuſcript copy of their Caſe put into his poſſeſſion: and to facilitate 
their introduction to Parliament and preclude any ſuch propoſition as 
the preſent, the Aae had humbly requeſted him, as already related, 

to appoint Lord Walfitgham and Mr. Nepean, to examine and report 
upon their merits. —In the beginning of March 1789, the Claimants 
printed Caſe and a copy of their intended Petition to the Houſe of 
Commons, which ſpecifically ſtated the nature and amount of their 
Claims, was laid before him; and on the zoth of Aptil following, 
by his own direction, a more explicit detail of their merits was pre- 
ſented to him. On the 10th of July following, when Mr. Grenville 
Honoured the Agent with an audience, there appeared not the ſmalleſt 
want of information reſpeQing either the nature, the amount, or the 
proof of the Claims Even after a further and very unexpected delay 
had taken place, and after freſh and ſtrong ſolicitations had been made, 

to obtain the promiſed opinion of his Majeſty*s Miniſters, Mr. Gren- 


ville, in his anſwer to the Agent on the 4th of February 1790, ex- 


preſſed not any want of informatioii on the ſubject; but on the con- 
trary, gave him additional aſſurance of diſpatch. 
Perſuaded, therefore, as he was, that the meaſure was icy, 
inaſmuch as no other information could poſſibly be obtained, either 
of the nature, particulars, or amount of the Claims; he addreſſed, 
on the zoth of May, two Gg to Mr. Pitt and Mr. ereus to 
e N b io 


5 


= 
fo 
8 
7 
9 
, 1 
XY 
£ 
wh: 
7 
Ai 
2 
2 


% "To 
2 
1 
2 
4 4 
1 1 4 
„ 
L _ 
, [7 
* 
— 
— 8 
WS 
8 
2 
3 
* 
* p 
A 
Iu 
1 s 
1 
2 
4 * , 
1 =” 4 
WA; 
* 
> 
"3& 
0 
- 
Pp 4% p 
LY, 
| * 
8 
1 
1 
1 7 
＋ 
. 
7 
* 
> 
* 
51 
J T 
3» 
4 
[ 5 
* 
$ 
1 
1 
W 
IF 
KK 
Lo 
I 
9 
"; 
= 
= 
o 
gl 
. 
= 


((n 


On the 21ſt of May, the Agent received a dopy of the Wan, SECT: U. 


1 to him by Mr: W on the r9th, © in . 17 
ele ne as e 


| Wome cc « May. FRY 9880 
52 Iti is intended to ia 9 authorized by the Lords Com- 
«© miffioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, to receire from Mr. White, 
* and the other perſons intereſted in the application of the Britiſh 
ſubjects, removed from the Moſquito Shore, information reſpect- 


ing the nature, particulars, and amount of the loſſes ſaid to be 


* ſuſtained by them. His Majeſty's ſervants conceiving ſuch in- 
formation to be neceſlary, previous to their forming a decided 
„opinion, Whether compenſation e to be made for the 8. 
or any part, of ſuch loſſes?” | 

On the 25th of May, the Angie again addreſſed Mr. Grewiille, 
ſhewing within how narrow a compaſs the buſineſs lay; and offer- 
ing to produce to him, immediately, the proofs in ſupport of the 
Claims; © that time might be ſaved, and a final deciſion take place 
concerning them, in the then Seffion of Parliament.” This ap- 


plication, he more fully illuſtrated by a Memorial, to Mr. Grenville, 


as Secretary of State for the Home Department, on the * of ou 
1790, which ſtated, 


That the grounds and o/icighed of the Clejniy were bel 


and ſubmitted, in the printed Caſe of the 2oth of February 1789; 
4 and in the ſubſequent dane ee many to Mr. Pitt, the goth 
„of April following. | tt 
That the nature, partivutan, * amount 0 his! loſles, Gd 
to be ſuſtained by them, as expreſſed in the minute of the 19th 
of May, were particularly ſet forth as follows, in their ſigned 
Petition, which was intended to have been preſented to the Houſe 
of Commons, in March 1789, and which was then in Mr. Pitt's 
poſſeſſion: viz. In the firſt place, thelands which they purchaſed 
| P of 


"© 


June 9; 


; 1 „„ ie . 
ner u. of the King and Chief of the country, in the faireſt manner, as 
c could be aſcertained by the moſt authentic documents, compre- 

1799 hend about 2, 688, ooo acres, which at the rate only of two; pence 
"June 3. per acre, made in ſterling money the ſum of L. 22, 400; That 
their other loſſes had been regularly proved before his Majeſty's 
Commiſſioners, appointed to evacuate the ſhore; and before Ma- 
giſtrates in London, at Jamaica, and at the Settlement ſince ſub- 
ſiſting on the Coaſt of Vucatan, in the Bay of Honduras; and 
- amounted to the ſum of C. 20, 508 gs. 61d. errors excepted.” 
That the nature, particulars, and amount of the ſaid lofles, 
„were, already, as required by the minute of the 19th. of May, 
4 ſpecially ſet forth in the reſpective Claims, which the individual 
% Sufferers had made; and were compriſed under ſuch moderate 
4 valuations, as had never before been exhibited by any other 
Claimants, under ſimilar circumſtances. That they had likewiſe, 
in proving them, exhibited the cleareſt and beſt kind of evidence 
* rhich the nature of the ſubjects were capable of; as would fully 
appear from the proof which attended every reſpective Claim. 
Theſe eircumſtances, it was humbly ſubmitted, precluded all 
* tedious and difficult inveſtigation. That the Claims, themſelves, 
« were immediately ready for receiving ſuch a final decifion as he, 
« (Mr. Grenville,) and his. Majeſty's other Miniſters might be 
44 pleaſed to paſs upon them. For which purpoſe, it was moſt re- 
% ſpectfully requeſted, that he would direct the Agent to lay before 
« him, an Abſtract of thoſe Claims which he was poſſeſſed of, toge- 
ther with copies atteſted by himſelf, of the Title Deeds, ſup- 
« porting the firſt ſet of Claims, relative to the lands; as alſo the 
« Evidence upon which the reſt of the Claims were founded; the 
Agent holding himſelf ready, at all times, to wait upon him with 
the originals. By which means they might ſtill receive e redreſs, 
in the courſe of that Seſſion of Parliament,” k 


Mr. 


(10% 0 
15 Geil; on the 11th' of ome trinſedinted. the following SECT, 11. 
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ier co anni dun fe er $3287 1 301 | 
. 15 r n gh 1790. 
A. "Sits. ent CEN ates wat Whitehall, Kt June „, ee, 


44 1 have receiyed your letter of the laſt month, and acquaint you, 
« that any particulars neceflary to be explained reſpectiug the 
«+ nature aud amount of the loſſes ſuſtained by his Majeſty's, ſub- 
66 jects removed from the Moſquito Shore, are to be ſtated to the 
Commiſſioners, which by the minute of the 19th of May, you 
„ were given to underſtand, would be appointed for the purpoſe. of 
T enquiring into the nature and extent of ſuch loſſes; and as ſoon 
« as . theſe Commiſſioners ſhall be appointed, information thereof 
40 will be tranſmitted to you. 1 7 7 

whe Lam,” Kc. 
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About the latter end of Auguſt, or the beginning of September 
1790, John Marſh, Eſquire, and John Spranger, Eſquire, applied 
to the Agent, for Information and Papers reſpecting the Claims; 
but it was not until the 17th. of September, . that he received the Sept. 17. 
authority of the Lords of the Treaſury, and not until the 2iſt of 21 
that month, that he was favoured with Mr, Pitt's authority, to ac- 
knowledge thoſe Gentlemen, as the Commiſſioners mentioned i in 
the minute: of the 19th of May preceding. However, although he 
could not conceive chem to be equally qualified to examine into 
the buſineſs, and report upon its merits, as Lord Walſingham and 
Mr. Nepean, whom he had mentioned to Mr, ,Pitt, in October 
1788; yet, having reaſon to believe that they were, the Commiſ- 
ſioners intended by the minute of the 19th of May, he was deter- 
mined to pay them every. attention, and afford them every, infor- 
mation in his power; expecting, as he did, 1 in return, an open, 
liberal, and candid inveſtigation. | 7855 


#+ #472 0 
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He, therefore, inſtantly tranſmitted to thoſe Gentlemen, a copy of 


| the printed Caſe of oth February 1789; a copy of the Memorial 


1760 


to Mr. Pitt of zoth April 1789, comprehending a Second Part of 


Sept. 21. the Caſe, in 66 folio pages; an Abſtract of the Claims, conſiſting 


of 50 numbers; and copies of all the particular Claims, and the 
proofs fubſtuntiating each. 

By thofe documents, the nature, merits, and proof of the Claims, 
were manifeſt ; inſomuch, that they were fitted for the immediate 
inſpection and deciſion of Parliament. For the Caſe in February, 
and the Memorial in April 1789, fully explained the Federal Com- 
pact between the free and independent Moſquito Indians, and the 
Crown of Great Britain ; as well as the intimate communication of 


Commerce, and acquiſition of Property, which neceſſarily had taken 


place between the old and new ſubjects in that country. They alſo 
diſplayed the merits of the Claimants, in ſupporting the intereſt of 
the Crown, and the independency of the Shore, on Spaniſh Ame- 
rica, in Peace and War; and illuſtrated the confirmation of that 
Territory by the Crown of Spain, to that of Great Britain, by the 
Sixth Article of the Treaty of Peace in 1783. 

In like manner, when they were compared with the Convention, 
concluded between his Majeſty and the King of Spain, in July and 
Auguſt 1786; the loſſes attending the Evacuation in 178, appeared, 
in one point of view, beyond all calculation; and in another, the 
moſt moderate that were ever preſented to Parliament, for Com- 
Caring 
In the firſt inſtance, the Country was far more extenſive, more 
Pe with mountain and plain, wood and water, leſs liable to 
hurricanes and tempeſts; the Climate more healthy, the ſoil more 
productive, the produce to be raiſed from it more various and pre- 
cious, than in all our other Settlements in that part of the world. 


The Settlers remained ſecure in the attachment of à brave, free, and 
uncon- 


(109 I 
unconquered race of Indians; who had pledged their en and 
ſubmiſſion to the Cron of Great Britain, alone. Here, the adven- 


lent, all his life. Here the more active and vigorous had full ſcope 
for ability and induſtry; and the faireſt proſpe& of ſeeing all their 
labours terminate in the higheſt profit and advantage, Many of the 
Settlers were, at this time, men of knowledge, enterprize, and induſ- 
try, in Weſt Indian commerce; and had adventured upon poſſeſſions 
of various dimenſions and deſcriptions, for raifing Sugars, Coffee, Cot- 
ton, and Cacao, or Chocolate Nuts. Theſe improvements, however, 
had ſuffered ' conſiderably in the courſe of the war, from the tem- 
porary deſolating incurſions of the Spaniards; but the Peace of 1783, 
had reſtored the Country to its former ſtate of independence; inſo- 
much, that the Settlers had not only the moſt fair and well-founded 
proſpect of retrieving their own loſſes, but of raiſing themſelves and 
the commerce of the country into riches and proſperity. In this 
high tide of good fortune, the Royal Orders arrived on the Moſquito 
Shore, directing the Settlers to evacuate that country in 1787, in 
conſequence of the Convention concluded in 1786. The arrival of 
theſe orders produced univerſal aſtoniſhment and diſmay, as well in 
the Indians, as in the Settlers. The former conceived themſelves 
to be abandoned to their moſt implapable enemies; in violation of 
their Union with his Majeſty, which they, on their parts, had, at 
all times, moſt facredly adhered to. The latter beheld all their ex- 
ertions during the war, and all the perils to which they had expoſed 
themſelves, not only unrewarded and unremembered, but they 
themſelves,” like proſcribed criminals, baniſhed from the country 


which they had ſaved to the Public. Their paſt loſſes during the 
war became now jrretrievable. The poſſeſſions and eſtates, which 
they had fairly purchaſed from the Indians, (the true and rightful. 
es oa of the Country,) were now, as they humbly conceived, 
againſt 


turer might remain happy and contented, although poor and indo- 
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SCT. II. "bat every rule of Equity, Juſlice, and Policy, ſurrendered to the 
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and {wept great 


Crown of Spain; not only without their conſent, but without any 
ſtipulation of purchaſe, equivalent, or redreſs. Here, too, their 
lofles were not eaſily to be eſtimated; inaſmuch as they were not 
only deprived' of valuable poſſeſſions; but of all the profits which 
would certainly have been derived from them, by cultivation, com- 
merce, and navigation, With all this provocation, and reduced to 
the laſt ſtage of calamity; their attachment to this Country and their 
loyalty to the State was ſuch, that they reſiſted every encourage- 
ment from the Indians to remain with them; ſo that not one man 
amongſt them proved refractory to the Royal Mandate; an obedience 
which alone prevented the country from being deluged with blood. 
In return for all this deſolation and oppreſſion, the only condition 
offered to their choice, was, to be tranſported from this theatre of 
their former felicity, to the Coaſt of Vucatan: there to remain and 


be, with their ſervants and dependenuts, according to the Convention 


of 1786, literally and truly, Hewers: of Wood, and Drawers of 
« JVater.”. They might, by the Third Article of that Convention, 
% Cut Logwood and all other Wood whatever, not even except- 
„ing Mahogany ; as well as benefit themſelves of every fruit and 
„produce, in its natural State, and without Culture.“ But with- 
out colture they had no proviſious either for themſelves or their 


cattle; therefore they miglit cut wood and ſtarve; unleſs they intro- 


duced proviſions from diſtant countries. In this diſtreſs they were 
tranſported to Yucatan, where the country; yielding nothing for their 
ſupport; tliey remained without habitation or ſettlement, and under 
the neceſſity of being ſupported by Government, rations, until; in the 
month of September, a tremendous hurricane inundated the land, 
numbers of them into etotnity.. Many of thoſe 
who eſcaped, indignant at their treatment aud in deſpair of all 
relief; retreated. $0 America, and have never more been heard of,— 

Theſe 
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Theſe facts prove to demonſtration, the indeſineable 10 of the 


Moſquito Shore, and the une xampled merit of the Settlers. 


In the ſecond inſtance, the Abſtract and proof of Claims, evinced, 


in the ſtrongeſt manner, the moderation of the Claimants. For in 
the firſt and moſt important, namely the eſtate of Alberapoyer, ex- 
tending in length ſeventy miles, and in breadth ſixty, the Propri- 
etors, (in number twenty two) had invariably the Public Intereſt in 
view from the beginning; by not only having obtained the ſanction 
of Government to the purchaſe, as ſoon as it was made; but by un- 
folding to it their Plan in December 1783, of parting with the 


whole of their eſtate to the Crown; on condition of being rein- 


ſtated in ſuch part of it, as they ſhould reſerve for their own ſpe- 
cial uſe; and of receiving one year's quit · rent, of two ſhillings 
per acre, as the reſidue ſhould be diſpoſed of, by the Crown to others; 
having previouſly appointed three of their number, to treat with his 
Majeſty's Miniſters upon this buſineſs, and reſtricted themſelves to 
the poſſeſſion of one hundred and ninety-· eight, out of the whole four 
thouſand two hundred ſquare miles of their eſtate. This too, was 
at a time, when the proſperity of their affairs promiſed the greateſt 
advantages to the Public, as well as to the concerned. But when 
this fair and flattering proſpect was blaſted, bz the Convention of 
1786, the Proprietors, although deeply affected by the irreparable 
loſs which it brought upon them, yet viewing the Public as loaded 
with ſuch an enormous debt; (as had been thought until that time, 
unſupportable, and ſtill 1 embarraſſed by the Claims of the 
Loyal Americans, and the late Weſt Florida Settlement, deter- 
mined, in the courſe of the ſummer 1788, to prepare an application 
to Parliament early in the year 1789; founded on ſuch moderate 
views, as to admit of no diminution; but which might nevertheleſs 
ſerve, in, ſome ſmall degree, to compenſate for the expence and 
trouble which they 1 been at, for upwards of fourteen years, to 

accom- 


SECT. II. 
ee 


10 
Sept. 21. 


acre, on the whole of their eſtate; amounting to the ſum of C. 22, 400 
ſterling. To which ſtatement they adhered in the eſtimate of their 
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ROY ſo great a public good, as the retaining of that Country 
would have been, to Great Britain. In conformity with this de- 
termination, their intended Petition to the Houſe of Commons, in 


March 1789, ſtated their loſſes at the rate only, of two-pence an 


loſſes, contained in the Abſtract of Claims which was delivered to the 
Commiſſioners. The reſt of the Claims were formed on the ſame 
principles of moderation. They were each and individually, (ex- 
cepting mine), proved before the Commiſſioners appointed by Go- 
vernment to evacuate the Moſquito Shore, at the time the evacuation 
took place ; the Chief or Senior of whom was Superintendent Lawrie, 
who, as Commander in Chief of the Settlement, under the direction 
and control of the Governor of Jamaica, had, from the nature of 

his office and his authority in the Settlement, as well as from his 
very long reſidence in the country, the beſt means of knowing the 
merit, worth, and credibility of the evidence produced to the Com- 
miſſioners. The value and amount of each Claim, was aſcertained 
by two Sworn Appraiſers in preſence of, and authenticated by, one 
or more of thoſe Commiſſioners. Or they were afterwards proved 
upon Oath, as an act of official duty, by the Superintendent him- 
ſelf, before the Lord Mayor of London, or fome other legal Ma- 
giſtrate. The nine above excepted, were two of them proved 
by the parties themſelves upon Oath, before the Magiſtrates of Ja- 
maica ; four of them before the Magiſtrates at Yucatan; two of them 


before the Lord Mayor of London ; and the ninth, being the Agents 


Claim for Salary, was left open to be proved, whenever required, 
by the evidence of the Superintendent, and the Mercantile Houſe 
in London, through whom the Colonial Remittances paffed to him; 
and intimation of this was -duly made by the Agent, to the Com- 


miſſioners appointed by the Lord of the Treaſury. The ſubjects 


com- 
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compoſing them, conſiſted in general, of 'dwelling, out, and negroe- 8 SECT. u = 


houſes; of ptoviſion · grounds, paſture · grounds, and woodlands; of 


1790. 
ſugar-plantations ; a few coffee, cacao, and cotton · plantations:; and Sept, 1. 


of mahogany and negroes.—The houſes were valued, according to 
their then relative condition to the known firſt ex pence, of erecting 
them; aud being generally coupled with a lot of land, the invariable 
low principle upon which that was valued, moſt effectually prevented 
the moſt diſtant poſſible idea of an overcharge. The proviſion · grounds | 
conſiſted of plantains, yams, potatoes, &c.; and were generally ap- 
praiſed at £.8- Jamaica currency, per acre. 7 None were charged 
higher ; but, in ſome Claims, they were rated tilt lower than L£.8$ per 
acre, To aſcertain the moderation of this charge, it will be only ne- 
ceflary to obſerve, that the plantation and proviſion-grounds formed 
on the Moſquito! Shore, were, in point of ſoil and production, much 
ſuperior to thoſe in Jamaica. Yet, in thoſe of Jamaica, conſiſting of 
Guinea and great corn, the produce, on an average, is about thirty 
buſhels per acre and the value of land in proviſions attached to 
eſtates, is, on an average, about /. 20 currency, per acre; and in 
St. Thomas's in the Eaſt, it is well known to have ſold as high 
as . 40 per acre, in good plantain walk. Paſture - grounds were 
in like manner charged at . 3. 105. per acre, Jamaica currency, 
The moderation of this charge is manifeſt from obſerving, in the firſt 
place, That on the Moſquito Shore, to make paſture- grounds out of 
woodlands, coſt at the rate of C. y currency, per acre. . In the ſecond 
place, Guinea graſs-paſture, in the interior parts of Jamaica, are eſti- 
mated from C. 5 to (. io, or more, per acre; in St. Anne's an acre of 
land in Guinea-graſs in good condition, incloſed and ſubdivided, is 
about . 10. The ſame paſtures when. attached to eſtates is about 
£-20; and the common paſtures from J. 5 to.£.10. | The woodlands 
were univerſally charged at five ſhillings per acre. The value of the 
woodlands, and the very low eſtimate made of them, will readily ap- 


s 3359 pear 


in) 


er. 1, pear from the uſes to which. they were at all times bee 


bet 21. 21. 


building and repairing boats and houſes, and making furniture, ko | 


as well as in forming proviſion and graſs-· grounds out of them, as 


occaſion required; ſo that the profits of ſuch lands were blended with 


the uſes to which they were conſtantly: applied; and in Jamaica the 


value of land in wood; was, in like manner, according to its quality, 
fituation, and capability, from J. 40 to ten ſhillings per acre.— Sugar 
platitations were eſtimated at 10 per acre. But this was only the 
contract price to jobbers, for bringing waſte lands into a ſtate of cul- 
tivation for ſugars, Fot when brought in, an acre produced one 
hogſhead and a half of ſugar, of 1, $001b. weight per hogſhead, and 
90 gallons of rum, which produced upwards of C. S8 per acre. And 
at the rate of calculation at Jamaica, in ſelling ſugar lands independ- 
ent of ſtock, an acte of land, producing one hogſhead of ſugar and 60 
gallons of ram, fold for £.100 currency. - The works, buildings, and 
utenſils belonging to ſuch eſtates, were likewiſe eſtimated at a very 
moderate rute; and far below the coſt of them. The coffee and cacao, 
or chocolate grounds, were very few, inſomuch, that they are to 
be conſidered rather as fo many cultivations of neceſſaties for the ſet- 
tlement, than as objects of commerce; the coffee comprehended only 
between four and five neres; the four ncres are charged at C. 20 per 
acre, and the fifth acte at £.12, making together C92. The cacao 
comprehended three actes; the firſt acre is charged at C. 30; the other 
two together, only at C. 30; (from whence it may be preſumed that 
they were not in a high ſtate of cultivation,) making but C. 60. The 


. whole of theſe neceſſary proviſions for the ſettlements amount to 


L.1 50, Jamaica currency; and are eſtimated on a ſimilar moderate 
valuation with the former articles. The cotton / plantations were 
likewiſe of ſmall account. They appear to have been- cultivated only 
at Blueſields, and on Andreas Iſland. At the firſt of theſe, the eſti- 
mation may be about four acres'; at 0 laſt, they are aſcertaiued to 
have 
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acre, amounted to - 80 Jamaica cyfr ene: 


at the — or ſhipping- place, which were bought and ſold 
amongſt the trade, at C. T5 per thouſand fast: and ſuch as were up the 
rivers at certain diſtances from the place of ſhipping, brought, accord- 
ing to the difficulty and diſtance of tranſportation, ten pounds, ſeven 
pounds, and ſive pounds per thouſand feet: and agreeably to theſe 
rates obſerved amongſt the trade, the mahogany was regulated in the 
Claims.-Laſtly, the negroes, the borſes, the cattle; and the craft, 
yere all valued, on oaths dee to the known aud eus 
prices on the Shore. dont 33031 
Hence it appeared jade 3 the. e e of the Ex- 
chequer examined the Claims by himſelf, or by his Commiſſioners ; 
the Agent being in his wu mind Per fectly convinced, that it was 
impoſſible, in juſtice, to exceed the moderation with which they had 
been made, , Though under ſuch circumſtauces he might rationally 
expect the moſt open and diſpaſſionate enquiry, and upon having 
every opportunity afforded to him, of explaining every difficulty, and 
anſwering every objection which might occur to the Commiſſioners, 
in the progreſs of their undertaking ; yet the more confirmed he was 
in this expectation, the more aſtoniſhed end diſappointed he after- 
wards became, at ſeeing the enquiry, from the beginning to the end 
of it, conducted in the manner in which it was,—The Commiſſioners, 
through the whole of the proceeding, obſerved the moſt | profound 
filence. They admitted none but themſelves, to be preſent at the 
examination of ſuch individual Claimants, as they choſe to call before 
them; nor did they ever communicate to the Agent, the objects of 
their enquiries, or the impreſſions which thoſe enquiries had made 
upon them, either as to the validity, or.invalidity, the moderation, or 
exceſs, of the demands. This appeared to the Agent to be directly 
Q 2. repugnant 
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have been thirty acres, which, onthe moderate valuation of 40 20 pad SECT. 2 
The mahogany conſiſted of four valuations: namely, d as 3 Sept. . 2 
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sor. 1, repugnant to the true intention of their appointment which was, as 


ey”: 


1790, 
Sept. * 


defined by the minute of the 19th of May, to receive information 
12 from him, reſpectiug the loſſes ſuſtained, and to report that inform- 
ation to the Lords of the Treaſury for the uſe of his Majeſty's ſer- 


vants, previous to their forming a decided opinion, Whether, (in their 


judgment) compenſation ought to be made.” Now, after having 
received from the Agent as before ſtated, the fulleſt information of 
the nature, particulars, aud ambunt of the Loſſes, and Claims, as 
well as the evidence ſubſtantiating them; that information muſt have 
appeared to the Commiſſioners to have: been either complete, or de- 
fective. If complete, juſtice required that they ſhould expreſs their 
ſatisfaction, and report accordingly ; if defective, it was their bounden 
duty to ſtate their doubts or objections, in the moſt candid manner, 
to the Agent; that he might either confirm, or obviate them. To 
examine, therefore, in ſecret, the individuals whoſe Claims the Agent 


had given in, and for whom he acted, had every appearance of 


creating difficulties, where they did not rationally exiſt; or could not 
fairly ariſe from the regular information laid before them, and would 
not endure his prefence or conſideration. —Had they been appointed 
Commiſſioners not only to receive information reſpecting the Claims; 
but finally to judge and decide upon the merits, the Agent would not 
have conſented to an ex parte nomination by the Treaſury, but would 


previouſly to his agreeing to an appointment, have ſtipulated for 


himſelf and his conſtituents, other Commiſſioners to have judged and 
decided along with them; and form a fair domeſtic forum for the 


purpoſe. In which Caſe, the intereſts of all concerned, would have 
been ſecured, according to the known and eſtabliſhed practice obſerved 


in all matters, fubmitted to arbitration. But in the preſent caſe, 


when their powers were limited to receive information only from the 


Agent and the other FOR intercſted | in the min for all of whom 
he 
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he ated, no examination ſhould regularly have takes > place, without SECT. I. 


_ knowlege and concurrence. 


— — 


On the goth of September 1790; the Agent, 8 Wee met Sept: 12 5 


the Commiĩſſi ioners, at Mr, Spranger's houſe, in Chancery-lane. Mr. 


Marth applied to the Agent for the amount of expences, laid out on 


the Alberapoyer eſtate, and to be informed of the improvements made 
upon it. To this application the Agent anſwered, That the Pro- 


. prietors had no difficulty in explaining themſelves upon that ſubject; 


but he, on their part, begged leave to enquire, What uſe they in- 
tended to make of the expences ? And if it was meant to ſubſtitute the 
expences, in lieu of the eſtate? If that was the object, nothing, he 
conceived, could be more unjuſt; and which he explained at ſome 
length. In return, Mr. Marſh, inſtead of giving a clear unequivocal 
anſwer, ſaid only, That he had no particular object in view; for it 
might ſo happen, that when they ſaw the expences, they might 
make no uſe of them; but it was a rule with him, on enquiries of 
this kind, to make himſelf maſter of every thing relative to the main 
ſubject. Vague and ſuſpicious as the anſwer was, yet, conſcious that 


there was no cauſe for concealment, the Agent acquainted the Com- 


miſſioners, that he would communicate their requeſt to the Proprie- 
tors, and made no doubt of its being immediately complied with. 


This converſation having been reported by the Agent to ſuch of october 11. 


the Proprietors of the Alberapoyer eſtate as were in London, he, 
under their direction, addreſſed a letter to Meſſrs. Marſh and Spranger, 
on the 11th of October, which imported, —** That though they reſted 
that Claim on the unqueſtionable right which they had to the eſtate 
„ by the grants in 1771 and 1772, yet they nevertheleſs concurred 
„with their Agent, in making the communications deſired; not 
from any idea that it was neceſſary or competent in the enquiry, 
but from a ſenſe of their having conducted themſelves with pru- 
i dence and economy in the meaſures which they had adopted con- 
cerning 
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SECT, 1.“ cerning the. eſtate, and to | gratify the Commiſſioners. That the 


original Praprietors (being eight of the principal ſettlers on the 
% Shore) took the earlieſt opportunity, in November 1771, of com- 
% municating to Government, through Lord Hillſborough, then Se- 
* eretary of State for America, the nature of their purchaſe; and of 
requeſting to know, what protection they might expect in working 
the gold mine belonging to it, and in improving their eſtate. That 
„ his Lordſhip having aſſured them of national protection, the eſtate 
«© was divided into two and- twenty equal ſhares, and the Proprietors 
« augmented to that number. That the price was firſt fixed at (. 500, 
but impatient of delay, it was reduced to £.200. each ſhare, That 
“neither the C. 500, nor the £.200 per ſhare, was conſidered as pur- 
* chaſe-money ; for by the nature of the deeds, and the plan which 
* governed the Proprietors, the whole was to be laid out in improv- 
© ing the eſtate; and further contributions were to be raiſed: from all 
„the Proprietors, as / occaſion required. That the value of the 
«6 eſtate depended on the ſecurity of the Country ; and had no poſſible 
% relation whatever to the temporary eſtimate, or expence, laid out 
« upon it. That the Proprietors gave their attention to the working 
aof the mine, and ſent out miners from the lead mines of this king · 
«« dom for that purpoſe; but their beſt efforts proved abortive. That 
«6, Spaniards were afterwards procured from the interior parts of Hon- 
« dutas, who worked ſucceſsfully for gold, and ftole back with it 
into their own country. That theſe operations colt the Proprietors 
« {.1,261 191.544. That their other expences from April 1772 to 
July 1778, amounted to £.1,922 bs. 6d; at which time they were 
« further indebted C. 1, 380 85. od., making in all the ſum of 
. 4,564 145. 9. But that theſe expences were ſolely mentioned, 
in compliance with the - requeſt af the Commiſſioners; inaſmuch 
« ag they were of ſmall concern, in compariſon with the ſerious loſs 
« which the Proprietors had ſuſtained by the evacuation of the Shore. 

it That 
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That their Claim already given in, was, in point of ae, SECT. II, | 


% beyond all former examples; whether compared: with the Claims 


«+ of the Loyal Americans; the Provifion- made for the Weſt Florida October 11. 


Settlers; or the Price put upon the Ceded Weſt India Iſlands, at 
& the Peace of 176 3. That the merits of the Proprietors, as to the 
% uſe which they intended to make of fo extenſive a property, in the 
0 ſervice of the Crown and the Public, were fully aſcertained by the 
plan of ſettlement given in by the Agent to his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
« in December 1783; as well as by his letter to Lord Sydney, of 
the 3d of November 1784. Aud finally, That under all theſe cir- 
e cumſtances, the Proprietors conceived it would be the greateſt act 
« of injuſtice to ſubvert their Claim, by interpoſing in its place, the 
6 fictitious and unſubſtantial value of its temporary computation, at 
* the time of granting the alignments, combined with the above 
&« articles of expence ; nor did they, by any means, impute ſuch an 
6 intention to them, the Commiſſioners, and far leſs to the Miniſter,” 


* 


pointed the Agent to attend another meeting, at their Office in Took's 
Court, Chancery Lane, on the 6th of November 1790. At this 
meeting, Colonel Lawrie and Major Hoare attended, but were ſepa- 
rately examined by the Commiſſioners ; nor was the Agent permitted 
to be preſent at the examination of either of them. On the interview- 
which took place at this time, the Agent requeſted to know, Whether 
the Commiſſioners intended, in making their report, to admit the 
Claim of the Proprietors of the Alberapoyer eſtate, in the mode in. 
which it had been preſcnted, as relative to the eſtate? Or, Whether. 
they meant to ſubſtitute the temporary, inequitable, and unſubſtan- 
tial value of the eſtate in April and May 1772, and thereupon con- 
fine themſelves to that idea and the ſubſequent expences?. Becauſe, in 
the laſt caſe, the Proprietors would bog leave to enlarge on ſeveral - 

very important matters reſpecting the expences. . . To this requeſt, the 
Com- 


No anſwer was returned to this letter; but the Commiſſioners ap- Nov. 6. 


Nov. 6. 


- = 
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$KCT, 1 Commiſioners anſwer imported, that they had not then made up 
their minds upon that ſubject; but would receive any further inform- 


ation, which the Proprietors had to give iu, reſpecting the expences.— 
The Commiſſioners, in their turn, queſtioned the Agent: Firſt, 


Whether, about the year 1779, the Proprietors did not apply, or 


intended to apply to Government, for a charter from the Crown, to 
confirm their title to the lands of Alberapoyer ? To which the Agent 
anſwered, in the negative.” Secondly, Whether he, the Agent, did 


not know, that Edward, King of the Moſquito Shore, had made, in 


the year 1749, a grant of the whole territory of that Country, to the 


Crown of Great Britain? Which the Agent having alſo anſwered in 


the negative, Mr. Marſh read to him a paragraph, or abſtraQ, from 
ſame grant, to that import. 

The myſterious. conduct of the Coaunkibiquees: Wang this, as 
well as all the other Claims, convinced the Agent that he ſhould not 
meet with any thing, like liberality in the diſeuſsion of them. It 
behoved him, therefore, if poſsible, to prevent the ſubſtitution of the 
partial expences, for the eſtate itſelf and the claim made upon the loſs 
of it. To accompliſh this, he acquainted the Concerned with what 
had paſſed at this meeting; but he could not effect a meeting of the 
Proprietors before the 24th of November ; and on the 26th he tranſ- 
mitted to the Commiſsioners, a letter of that date, written under 
their authority and direction. In that letter, the proprietors ſtrictly 
„ and invariably adhered to their Claim as originally given in, 


„ amounting to . 22, 400; but obſerved, that if the Commiſsion- 


«. ers, in oppoſition to that Claim, were ro confine their report to the 
accidental value of the eſtate, in April and May 1772, and the 
6 expences incurred ſince that time, they muſt, in that caſe, attend 
% their pleaſure, and ſtate their Claim upon the new and extraordi- 
+ nary plan which ſhould ſeem to be preſcribed to them. In doing 


% which, they rated the eſtate _— to the valuation of ſhares in 
April 
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April and May 1772, being £:260-purchaſe, at C. 4, 400, with .' 


« intereſt until the | 25th of Dedember 1790: in like manner they 

charged the ex pences as they oeeurredy with the-intereſt from their 
. teſpeRtive. dates, until 25th» December 1790; which altogether 
< amounted to C. 15, 40 84. gd. Eaſtly, They ſtated for the indi- 


vidual expences, trouble, and attention of the thirteen permanent 


«© Proprietors, who had conſtantly givem their beſt ſervices in pro- 
moting its intereſts, as well as the publie and political intereſt, 
for 14 years 1 month and 16 days, at the rate of C. 42 per annum, 


*, which amounted to L. y, bas: and made the whole Claim 


%. 225684 88. 9d. Having done this, they again reſorted to their 
4 firſt Claim and inſiſted on their Right, aud the honourable and 
„public Uſe which they intended to have made of it, whenever the 
Country ſhould have been ſettled under a Britiſh Government.“ 

This letter likewiſe . aſſured them in the moſt explicit manner, 
„that they not only had never applied for a Charter, but had, in 
May 1785, appointed three of. their number to treat with Go: 
* u ernment, as occaſion-ſhould offer, about reſiguing the whole of 
5c their eſtate to the Crown, upon the moſt liberal terms; and to 
receive back from the Crown, Grants to ſuch! parts of it as they 


ſhould reſerve for their own uſe.” It alſo, expoſed the illegality 


and abſurdity of the ſuppoſed Grant of Edward the King to the 
Crown of Great Britain; by obſerving, that it could not have 
been underſtood: to be à Grant of the Territory of the Moſquito 
Shore, as neither his authority, or-perſon, would have remained 
© ſafe in his own country, after ſuch a Grant had been notorious 
«in it; and although it was a clear and unqueſtionable truth, that 
ce the Moſquito King, the Chiefs, and the People, were as one Man, 
united in their allegiance to his Majeſty; yet, had they known, 


* 


4 or ſuſpected, that they were without a foot of land in their own 


4 Country, and lived on their own poſſeſſions at the Will of his 


/ R *+* Majeſty, 


1790. 


| Hee. g 


* 


ECT. H. «6 „ Miajehty, their averſion to Britain would have been even greater, 


4% jf poſſible, than ever it was againſt the Spaniards ; nor could his 


„ Majeſty have ever taken poſſeſſion of the Domain, without ex- 
« tirpating the Inhabitants. But however authentic the Deed might 
« be, the Proprietors humbly contended, that it could have no 


effect upon them, who had applied early to the proper Miniſter 
of the Crown, ſtating their purchaſe ;- and from whom they had 
e received the fulleſt approbation, not only of what they had done, 


hut of what they intended to do. 80 that the purchaſe in queſtion, 


« at leaſt, was authorized on all hands; both by his Majeſty's 
„ Miniſter, and by the principal Chiefs of the Country: wherefore, 
«« thould any thing be ſeriouſly intended againſt them, in conſe- 
« quence of the concealed and unheard of Grant alluded to, his 


6 Majeſty's Government was too juſt to make any uſe of it, with- 


* out giving notice to the Proprietors to juſtify their conduct.“ 
The Commiſſioners not having returned any anſwer to this letter, 
the Agent addreſſed them again on the gth of December 1790 
% Referring to it, and requeſting them to make him acquainted 
« with the nature of their Report upon the Moſquito Shore Claims 
« in general, and thoſe of the Alberapoyer Proprietors in particular, 
« and at what time they made their Report; and to return him all 
« the written Papers he had furniſhed them with relative to the 
« Claims.” —In return, the Commiſſioners, (concealing the time 


when they had given in their Report,) acquainted the Agent, un- 
der the 16th of December, That they did not think themſelves 


0. at liberty to make him acquainted with the nature of the Report 
„ 'which they had made to the Lords of the Treafury, upon the 


« Moſquito Shore Claims, and thoſe of the Alberapoyer Proprietors ; 
«© nor to return tHe written Papers which were furniſhed by him 
« relative to the TI without W from tho Lord- 
66 ___ a L * 
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Board, by Memorial, in the name of the Claimants, on the 3ſt of *79* 


K of the rectitude of their Claims, their unexampled moderation, 
“and their own readineſs. at that moment, as well as at all times 


46 they had incurred, on account of the eftate.” | 


e 123 | | 
Having allowed ample time for the Lords of che Treaſury. to SECT. 
i the Report ; the Agent, applied to. that Right Hanourable "EI 


January 1591; ſtating. That the, Memorialiſts being conſcious J 35. 


* 


«+ paſt, to explain and remove any objections that might have been 

© taken to the whole, or any part of them; were for that ſpecial 

©. Reaſon, moſt anxiouſly deſirous of being made acquainted * 
their Lordſhips Sentiments concerning them, &c, re oh! 

In the courſe of that application, the Agent for. the firſt. time, 

was given-to underſtand, that the Commiſſioners had delivered in 

their Report on the 22d of November 1790, Which was four days 
earlier than he had been able to traſmit to them his letter of the 

26th of that month, upon the ſubject of expences; and, of courſe, 

their Report could not compriſe that letter. He therefore applied 

to their Lordſhips, by Memorial, on the 14th of February 1791, February 14. 
explaining the whole of the buſineſs ; and recited the letter which | 
reprobated the meaſure of expences forced upon them by the Com- 
miſſioners, and which ſtrictly adhered to the original Claim. 

No official anſwer was returned; but Mr. Long the Joint Seere- March 21- 
tary to the Treaſury, informed the Agent on the 21ſt of March 1 791, i 
that he had laid the Memorial of the 14th of February, and the 
Papers relative to the Moſquito Shore Claims, before Mr. Pitt, who 
was of opinion, That a further enquiry muſt be made into the accumpls 
4 mentioned in that Memorial, as. the Claimants had, thereby, changed 
« their ground, and put their Claims upon the amount of _— 40h10h 


This information gave riſe to a long Memorial on the pla of hs | April 16. 


Proprietors: of the Alberapoyer eſtate, which was preſented to the 


Lords of the Treaſury, on the 16th of April 1 791- 1. The Memorial, 


R 2 (among 


sb T. N. 


April 26. 


61 
n other things,) ſtated. * the Commiſfioners, without 
„ openly offering any objection, or expreſſing any difficulty con- 
berning the Claims, had, covertly and myſteriouſly, conducted 
„ themſelves in ſuch a manner, as under the pretext of expences 
laid out on the eſtate, and of a Grant from the Moſquito King, 
to his Majeſty, making an abſolute conveyance of the Country, 
to invalidate the whole of them. Both points were again fully 
diſcuſſed. The expences were demonſtrated to have been adopted, 
4 at the expreſs requ:ſt, if not at the abſolute command of the Com- 
0 miffioners; the Proptictors having invariably adhered to their 
„Claim ſor the eſtate. The ſuppoſed Grant was: reprobated for 
«6 theſe, amongſt other, Reaſons. ' Firſt, Becauſe the Grantor could 
* not poſſibly have had auy right to make ſuch a Grant; the Moſ- 


. 80? quito Shore not being his Property, nor the Indians his Slaves, 


% Although the firſt man in rank and command, as King of the 
« Moſquito Indians; yet was he but one of the five Chiefs, who in 


their ſeveral diſtricts poſſeſſed the Country: wherefore, he had 


„no more right to make the Grant, than his Majeſty would have, 
to grant away this Kingdom to any foreign Potentate.—Secondly, 
The conſideration given for that Grant, whatever it was, could 

bear no degree of proportion to the ſubject granted away; for it 
made his Majeſty the abſolute deſpot of the Moſquito King, the 
Chiefs, the People, and the Country.—Thirdly, The Grant was 
« never legally executed by, nor in any manner made known to 
« the Chiefs and People of the Moſquito Shore, who were the only 
Parties who could render it valid. It was therefore evident, that 
10 the Grant, if ſuch an inſtrument ever n nere and 
„% Edward the King groſsly impoſed upon. 03, 4” 

On the zoth of April, the Agent had an interview with Mr. Kai: ; 
wha wh PP him that 2 ie of Hams un: had Peres at- 


45 


« "7; 


tended to by 117 Pute nd would ſoon be laid before al Lords af SECT. U. 


| the Treaſury; but that two difficulties Rill.remdined ; namely, 
That the enquiries: made by: Meſſrs. ; Marſh and Spranger, ben 
n to have been made on oath; aud. 


That although no doubt was entertained of che: /reglar:: pur- 


asd 0 the Alberapoyer eſtate; yet, it was a queſtion, Whe 


the Settlement on the Moſquito: Shore was ſochia one, as admitted 


his Majeſty's ſubjects to acquire Property in the Sail of than Country; 
or to ſettle there for Commerce only. m.. 


It was then aſked, Whether any writing had ee from 85 


Nee aſcertaining his promiſe of protection? 10 40 
The Agent obviated thoſe difficulties, inſtantly, to Mr. Kal and 


on the 6th of May 1791, addreſſed men e eee 2 


the ſamè ſubject, to this effect #tt ae 45 
. & Firſt; That the original Claims, (of which he had . 
P thentic Copies to the Commiſſioners,) were all authenticated pon 
„ oath; except the Claim of the Proprietors: of the Alberapoyer 
eſtate, which reſted on their Title Deeds, as alſo his own Claim, 
as Agent for the Settlement, reſpecting which he referred to his 
letter to the Commiſſioners of the 1 1th- of October 1790, 
which he was at all times ready to eonfirm on oath, ſhould n 
& he had already given under his hand, appear unſatis factory. 


, Secondly, That Commerce naturally and neceſſarily implied | 
and required a permanent poſſeſſion of the Soil, Whether it con- 


<4 faſted in cultivating proviſiong, raiſing ſugar, planting indigo, fell- 
ing trees, or whatever other article or branch of Commerce the 


Settlers applied to, they muſt have connexion with the Soil and 


<4, purchaſe the right of; uſing it, before they could give exiſtence, 
much leſs extent, or fretdom to Commerce. This was demon- 


& ſtrated from the Settlements of all nations in the Weſt Indies, and 


a from the very nature of the Moſquito Shore Claims, themſelves; 
1 every 


179. 
April 30. 


| May 6, 
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sxor. n. . every one of which, had reſpect to the loſs of the Soil which the 


1791. 
May 6. 


* Proptietors had previouſly poſſeſſed and cultivated.— That the 


oommencement of the Federal Contract of Sovereignty and Protec- 
tion, between the Crown and the Indians, of courſe gave riſe to the 


natural intercourſe of traffic and barter, purchaſe and ſale, between 
the old and new ſubjects of the Crown; and which communication 
.of Property, eee, = bee PRA eee 


ceyacuation in 1787. 


As to the queſtion, Whether there was s any waiting given by Lord 
Hillſborough, now Marquis of Dovynſhite, to aſcertain his promiſe 
of Protection? It was anſwered, That the precarious ſituation of 
<6. Peace, or War, between the two Courts, of London and Madrid, 
in November 1771, prevented any written anſwer being returned 
at that time. But that Protection was promiſed, could till be 
% proved by Colonel'Lawrie, who made the application, (as well as 
„by the Marquis of Downſhire, who made the promiſe); and the 
fact itfclf was ſeparately confirmed by the Earl of Dartmouth, 
« in 1773, when the firſt Memorial to Lord Hillſborough was re- 
cited, on preſenting a ſecond one on the fame ſubject to his Lord- 
% ſhip, complaining of the il offices of Superintendent Hodgſon, 
reſpecting the ſaid eſtate; which complaint was completely at- 
„ tended to and redreſſed by Lord Dartmouth.” 

No anſwer having been returned to this laſt: n the 
2 on the 2d of June 1791, preſented a ſhort Memorial to the 
Board of Treaſury, Supplicating their Lordſhips final determi- 


nation, reſpeQtiag the aid which might be expected from Govern- 


© ment, on ſubmitting the Claims to the immediate conſideration 
« of Parliament. To this anxious ſolicitation, the Agent received 
on the o_ bee _ aha note. Op CATION from 3 
u ee Faint | 


4+ Sir, 


| ( wy ) 
{ « Sir, 55 fes A f | 

The Lords Commaiſlaners & his Majeſty's Treafury Ee BOT. . 
had under their conſideration your Memorials, as Agent for ſun- 
dry perſons, claiming compenſation for loſſes ſuſtained by their 
6 having evacuated the Moſquito Shore, in conſequence of the Con- 
vention concluded between his Majeſty and the King of Spain, in 
<<. the year 1786: I am commanded by their Lordſhips to acquaint 
% you, they are of opinion, That there is no authentic evidence of 
* any encouragement having been given by Government for form- 
„ing any Eſtabliſhment or Settlement on the Moſquito Shore, for 
the purpoſe of carrying on any trade, or engaging in any other 
purſuits beſides that of cutting Mahogany and Logwood, and that 
the only heads, for which it can be proper to give compenſation, 
6 are thoſe of Lands and Houſes neceſſary for the Settlers, which 
«© amount to the ſum of thirteen thouſand one hundred forty-five 
pounds and fifteen ſhillings, Jamaica currency; and of Negroes, 
« Mabogany,' Craft, and Cattle, which. amount to four thouſand 
«© twenty-two pounds eight ſhillings and eight-pence, currency. for 
c which ſums my Lords intend to ſubmit to Parliament in * 
„ next * to make ep ü | | 


_ ; 


1 
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ee ee eee .-4 
the Definitive, Judgment of the Lords of the Treaſury on the 8 i 


July 18. 


J ultimate merits, of the Claims. The Lords of his Majeſty's 
= Treaſuxy, however, were nat, hy the. Conſtitution, of Eugland, 
6 Judges of the Claims; nor bad the Claimants, at any time; ac- 
f | knowledged them, as ſuch. They originally applied to Mr, Pitt, 


as the Furſt Miniſter of the Country and Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, for the patronage of Government; in introducing the 
Claims to the Houſe of Commons; and it was on his propoſition 
e alone, 


SECT.1I, alone, and to obtain that patronage, that the Apent conſented, (in 
terms of the minute of the 19th of May'r790,)to the meaſure which 
7% Mr. Fitt'propoſed, (of obtaining information by Commiſſioners, 
Jay as. . 4 authorized by the Lords of the Treaſury, reſpeRiing the nature, 
4 | particulars, and amount of the lofſes ; his Majeſty's ſervants, (vo 
„ THz BOARD or TrzASURY;)' conceiving ſuch information to be 
« neceſſary, previous to theit forming a decided opinion, Whether 
« compenſation ought to be made for the whole, br any part, of 
% ſuch loſſes? The Lords of the Treaſury, / therefore, were not, 
as ſuch, Judges in this Caſe: nor, had even all his Majeſty's ſer- 
vants agreed in the Opinion, did it extend further, than to their on 
private and perſonal Sentiments, upon which they might have de- 
clined their patronage to ſuch of the Claims as they diſapproved of; 
but no part of the minute, or act of the Agent, impowered them to 
garble the Claims and adopt only a minute part of them, in exclu- 
ſion of the whole from the public [inveſtigation of Parliament. It 
further appeared, from the evidence contained in the Caſe, from 
the Memorials. given in by the Ageit to Mr, Pitt, and to the: Secre- 
taries of State; as well as to the Commiſſioners, that the cleareſt; 
the moſt poſitive, and unequivocal inſtructions had been given by 
Government, to the Superintendents on the ſhore, ever ſince the year 
1749, for encouraging trade on the Moſquito Shore, without re- 
ſtraint, or limitations of any kind. And ſo far from Government 
having given atty particular eixcouitagetnent to the- cutting Mahogany 
and Log wood there 3 the fact was, that not a fingle Kick of 'Log- 
- wood was ever planted; or cut there, either for exportation or com- 
merce; and 486 for Mahog 


any, the only ehcouragement ever given 
to it from Government, reſpedted' the Settlement on the Coaſt of 
Yucatan, and was contaitied in the 1 1th:Geo, III. chap. 4, which 
fred it from a Duty payable before that period, when imported inte 
dc nn. j bit _— at 1 23 ellentially injured the 


5 e dodo le 21) ©! "Ahipping 


( 
ſhipping of mahogany from the Moſquito Short ;: becauſe, a to erer ts * 
that act, all mahogany from thence, had been received-duty-free, aas 
coming from a Oountry dependent upon, and part of, the Govern» COR 
ment of Jamaica: but from the paſſiug of that law, the ſuperior. qua- 
lity of the mahogany cut at Yucatan, met with much more encou- 
ragement than before, when its inttiaſſe valus was checked dh. hey 
duty. 1011329 100% 3014096342113 ne 
To remove the fatal elfocts of this mented 3 the Lords Auguft 8. 
of the Treaſury, the Agent, on the 8th of Auguſt, addreſſed a memo- 
rial to their Lordſhips, on behalf of the Alberapoyer Praprieturs and 
others, ſtating, at large, the above facts reſpocting the mahogany and 
logwood- trade, zs well as the ſuperior. and conſtant encourage ment 
given by Government to unreſtrained commerce on the Shore ; hum- 
bly requeſting their Lordſhips to review their opinion, and admit, 
upon the authentic evidence of Goverament encouragement already 
adduced, the whole of the Claims, and favour the Agent with a cons 
munication of their Lordſhips intention to ſubmit,itd Pacliament| the | 
whole amount thereof for receiving compenſation; »:/ 01g 2/1 [ 
On the 27th of October 1791, the Agent 3 the following 
official letter rom Me een Long, dated 24th of that e 


199 1 7 Bk Sind ao: Cer Io: 21d 5 / ; 

. The Lords Gad of * Ma jelty's OE ps October 24. 
had under their conſideration your Memorial of the 8th F, Aogu 1 
Tr laſt, on behalf of the Proprietors of the eſtate of Alberapoyer,” on 2071 
<, the Moſquito Shore, which was evacuated in the year 1555 re- m 
« ferring to wy letter of the 18th. of July laſt, ſtating the opinion of 
this Board, that there is no authentic eyidence of any 1encobrages 
ment having been given y,, Goyernment for forming any eſtabliſh- 
15 ments ot ſettloments on the Moſquito Shore for the purpoſe of en · 
447 ging in any other purſuits b beſide that of cutting mera and 
8 « logwood, 


: 
—— _—_ 
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1792. 
February 5. 


os ries put to them, as follows : * 


n 


(4s) 
% logwood, and that: the onhy heads for which it can be ices to 
give compenſation to the ſettlers, are fur the loſſes they ſuſtained 
relating thereto, and praying for the reaſons therein ſtated, that 
their Lordſhips will reconſider the Caſe, and admit the whole of 
the Claims of the late ſettlers on the Moſquito Shore: I a am com- 
4 manded by their Lordſhips to acquaint you, They cannot ne 
« with the prayer of your petition,” 

This, of courſe,” precluded. all further application to the Treaſury ; ; 
but being unaccompanied with\any reaſow to grace ſo abſolute a re- 
fuſal; the Proprietors of Alberapoyer, and all the Proprietors of ſugar, 
coffee,” cotton, and cacao-plantations, remained as much attached to 
the equity and propriety of their Claims, as ever. Yet, not willing 
to depend on their own judgment, when they found themſelves thus 
inflexibly'oppoſed' by the Lords of his/Majeſty's Treaſury, the Albera- 
poyer Proprietors, determined on adding a Second Part to their printed 
Caſe, which ſhould comprehend all the important matters contained 
in the memorial laid before Mr. Pitt on the zoth of April 1789, and 
all the proceedings which had paſſed from that time; and thereupon 
to lay the whole Caſs before Counſtl, for their opinion and advice. 
As: ſoon as the Agent had prepared the Second Part of their Cafe, he 
laid the whole before the Honourable Mr. Erſkine, and Mr. Serjeant 
Runnington, Who, on the 5th, of Feed 1792, ee the que- 
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04 Quære 1ſt.— Does it appear e this Cie; which enbheces 
% the merits of all the Settlers on the Moſquito Shore, that any en- 
couragement was given by Government to the eutters of mahogany 
« and logwood in particular, in prefererice to;- and in exeltilion of, 
s planting ſugars, or ſearehing for gold in the earth; and on the 
5. broad baſis of remuneration for private ' rights ſacrificed to public 
NR 1s the: owes n TY and ed, more tneritorious 
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«gr of greater benefit to the State, than planting ſogars! and leatchs sr r. n. 
461 ing for goldꝰ ie It Ant #2 174% 41-54 615 169 3 2111 20 en n ü g 


Anſwer. We have peruſed this Caſe with an attentive view to 
the point, to which the above quer is directed. We cannot col- 


ect from it, that any exoluſive eneeuragement was ever held out 


by Government, to the cutters of mahogany and log wood, in pre- 
+ forence to any other claſs of ſettlerb on tlie Shore. On che con- 
« trary, the encouragement afforded, ſeems to have been unequivocal 
« and general; extending itſelf to every fair; ordinary mode of: cul- 


« tivation and ſettlement. The public faith and protection, therefore, 


«-was not, in our opinions, confined to the objects alluded to, but 
% embraced every ſettler, of whatever deſcription-j whether (with an 


«© honeſt view) he added to the trade, or the commerce of this'Coun- 


« try, or of the Shore, by cutting of wood, cultivating. the ſoil, or 
exploring the earth. In ' anſwer to the latter part of the queſtion, 
4 we can only add, That we cannot diſcern any difference between 
4 the juſt Claims of the different Claimants; by which we with to 
ebe underſtood, that on the ground of remuneration, no one ſhould 
6 be preferred to another, merely on account of his ſituation, and the 
« manner, in which either his property or his induſtry was employed. 
« If the Claim be juſt, the loſs and the extent, not the nature of the 
& loſs, ſhould, we conceive, be the ſole objects of public enquiry; 
* when public juſtice is about to be eitended to thoſe, who have 
been compelled to abandon their property for the public benefit. 

4. Quzre 2d.—Have the Proprietors of the Alberapoyer eſtate, 
and thoſe of the ſuguar-plantations, any claim on the public for 
the loſſes which they have been conſtrained to ſuſtain on evacuating 


* the Moſquito Shore, by command of his Majeſty ? If fo, and as 
«© his Majeſty's ſervants have expteſoly refuſed to admit their Claims, 
« what mode is proper for them to adopt, in order to have thei con- 
« Rirutivaplly ſubmitted to the conſideration of Parliament: 
S 2 


66 A 


. 
February 8. 


(162) 


SECT: 12. - 9 Andmerem be las Hebes abe Albetapoyen eſiste, gell 
8 66 as thoſe of the ahh owa ue in our * * and well- 


1 ren 8 whieh 50 doubt 
iſſued for ih national performance of a Convention which: his Ma- 
«, jeſty's Miniſters, had entesed into with tbe Cron of Spain, for 
the purpoſe . From the ſtatement of this Caſe, it ſhould ſeem, 
minion of this Country, without ever having been under that of 
Spain, was given up to the latter by a Convention fubſequent to 
* the Peace of 1783.—ln which Peace it is not even mentioned, and 
% by which (when the importance of the object was underſtood) 
% every mean, appears to have been adopted, to preſerve it to Great 
Britain; and that this was effected without the interpoſition or 
upon to make; becauſe, had the proptiety of the ceſſion been ſub- 
in the firſt inflance, have been talen, to ſecure: a juſt and liberal 

equivalent to the ſettlers. The fair value of the property aban- 
«4, doned, at the time of: the evacuatian,. is, in our opinion, the juſt 
4 criterion for compenſation; aud not the expences Which baye oc- 
caſionally and neceſſarily been applied in the ſupport. of it. The 
« ground which we here allude to, we find the Claimants originally 
took, by memorials. on the ſubject, to his. Majeſty's Miniſters ; 
and though that ground was in ſome meaſure afterwards. changed, 
«6. yet: that appears to have been done, in conformity to a requiſition 
4 from the Commiſſioners, ta whom the ſubject was ſubmitted by 
4; the. Lords of the Treaſury.— That circumſtance, however, wien 
. fully underſtood, cannot, we conceive, operate to the prejudice of. 
66 the Claimants; or juſtify his Majeſty's ſervants in refuſing to admit 


„„ their 
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« their Claims; to-the extent of their juſt value; which as ſo-fay sr Y. , 
4 ſrom being relinquiſhed; by the Claimants, appears, to have heen — 
fairly explained and pertinaciouſiy inſiſted upon. As they are riley * 
„ without any legal redreſs, they have certainly no other reſource | 
„ thau an Appeal to the Juſtice of Parliament for Relief;,—From-the 
official eorreſpondence, we perceive that the Lords of the Freaſury 
have rejected the Claims alluded. to: but their rejection, weighty 
as it may be, cannot, as we apprehend, prevent the interpoſition 
„ of the Houſe: of Commons on the ſubject. To that Honourable 
« Houſe, even the Claims which have been recognized muſt even- 
e tually be ſubmitted. When that is done, (which, it of courſe will 
„de, by ſome one of his Majeſty's Miniſters) ſhould the Claims in 
6 queſtion be altogether omitted, any other member of that Houſe, 
i converſant with the Caſe of the Claimants, might, we apprehend, . 
+ ſtate it in his place, to the: Houſe, and move that the rejected 
Claims ſhould! be received, as a neceſſaty part of the projected com- 
« penſation. Such a medium, regularly purſued, would, wo appre- 
“hend, bring on a fair diſcuſſion of the queſtion; and conſequently 5 
fully decide on the merits of the different Claims. On the other 
« hand; ſhould the Miniſter himſelf ſtate (which we cannot entertain 
« a doubt but he will) the true ſituation of the rejected, as well as 
„of the admitted Claims, that would of courſe equally obtain the 
4 ſenſe of tlie Houſe on the ſubject. If neither of thoſe: modes be 
adopted, as to the Claims in queſtion, the Claimants ſhould, in our 
opinion, apply by petition to the Houſe, ſtating their caſe and rea- 
ſons at length, and praying that compenſation, which i in our * 
„ nion, they are juſtly entitled to receive. | 
Quere 3-—-Are; the: ſervices) of the Agent, in faliciting the inte- 
<< reſts of the ſettlers and the national utility of the ſettlement, (as ſet” 
forth in the Caſe, ) ſince the time of his appointment in July 1773, 4 
until the evacuation of the Mdſquito Shore, in July 1787, ſuch, as | : 
| | to | | 
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r. 1, .«< W antthe i tin; conſideration from Parliament for the arrears 


« due to him as Agent for the Settlers, whoſe loſſes ſuſtained on the 
, 1 We aceount dare. rendered ur unable to as jet ue 180 
N % mand. 
Anſtrer . We are of opinion, That che ee is not antes to 
e any compenſation, from the public, for the arrears due to him 
4 from the ſettlers. We cannot, however, doubt, that his long and 
« ynwearied attention to the true intereſts of the ſettlement, will 
* e eee him to the notice of a mn dg e af 
++ RE 66 mons. ei 
Ian «T, Erſkine, 1 = 5 Feb. $9921 51 
ESA Led ure C. age; meme Inn, ar 1 ora | 
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| On the ; 6th of February 1792, the Agent tranſmitted to Mr. Pitt, 
6, the abovementioned Second Part of the Claimants Caſe, and the Opi- 
nion of the Counſel ; accompanied "_ the He letter from the 


nnn ann 0114201. 4 dowd 


10 To the Right Honourable William Pitt, Fi Firſt 7 of 
4% his Majeſty' s Treaſury, and Chancellor of his Majeſty 8 
« Exchequer. | bond | 


; 66 Se, 
We (the underfigning nit intereſted in the axcliied Claims 
« of the Moſquito Shore) moſt reſpectfully beg leave, as well for 
% , ourſclves, as on behalf of the abſent Claimants, to repreſent to 
« you, Sir, as Firſt Lord of his Majeſty's Treaſury and Chancellor 
«of his Majeſty's Exchequer, the deep concern with which we are 
« impreſſed, in conſequence of Mr. Secretary Long's' letters of the 
« 18th of July and the 24th of October laſt, addreſſed to the Agent 
„ of the late Settlers on the Moſquito Shore. By thoſe letters we 
are given to underſtand that the Claims ſet forth in our intended 4 
Petition 


o : 
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46 Petition to the Houſe of Commons, of the 10th of March nals SBCT. II. 
« and therein eſtimated at £.43;108 96. 64d. ſterling,” and other 
«© Claims ſince produced to Meſſrs. Marſh' and Spranger, are reduced, 5 5 
66 by the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, to the ſum | 
« of C. 15, 168 31. 8d. Jamaica currency. By this reduction, Sir, We 
cannot but conclude that the Claims of the Proprietors of the Al- 
„ berapoyer eſtate, as well as the Proprietors of ſugar-plantations, 
“ and thoſe of the Agent of the Settlers for the Arrears of 3 
juſtly due to him, are altogether diſallowed. . 

A deciſion ſo adverſe to the Claims which We have made, and in 
* our humble conception, to the evidence laid before their Lordſhips, 
* has induced us, in vindication of our conduct, and the conduct of 
4 all concerned, to draw up the Second Part of our Caſe in the form 
„ which we now, Sir, have the honour of preſenting it to you: 
<« and thereu bon to take legal advice, ane annex the opinions obtained 
& to the Caſe. © 

„ We beg leave moſt * to afſues you, Sir, that We have not 
any wiſh to contend with the Lords of his Majeſty's Treaſury ; 
« nor the moſt diſtant idea of oppoſing ourſelves to his Majeſty's Go- 
« vernment; but convinced as We are, of the juſt nature of our 
Rights, and the blameleſs tenor of our Conduct, we muſt till be 
« permitted to ſay, that We feel ourſelves entitled to that attention 
% which We ſo humbly ſolicited ; and though their Lordſhips have 
66 thought proper to reje& our demands, yet, We cannot but hope 
« that their merits are ſuch, as would ultimately obtain the cordial 
„attention of Parliament. 

„That We have ever courted 4 minute and iſpaſiionate diſ- 

«, cuffion of our Claims, and readily afforded every mean to effect ſo e 
« deſirable a purpoſe, cannot be denied. Therefore, Sir, circum- : 
« ſtanced as We at preſent are, We humbly requeſt that in vindica- 
40 tion of our honour, as well as in juſtice to our demand, you will 
permit 


- 


16 5 
ster. » So permit the hole of the Moſquito Shore Claims, nant in 
„ the Petition of the ioth of March 1789, (now in your poſſeſſion), 

rebragy 6. and. ſuch others as have ſince been received by Mefirs, Marſh and 

% Spranger, to be regularly brought before the Houſe of Commons. 

| By ſuch a mean, Sir, they will undergo the moſt rigid -examina- 

tion, and their demerits, (if any be attached to * be 2 to 
the cenſure of Parliament and the Public. 
46 We have the honour to be, for ourſelves * on behalf 16-90 
« * Claimants, with the higheſt reſpect ye „ e 
7 "tp, 972 
«© Your moſt obedient _ 
% moſt humble ſervants, 
« ROBERT WHITE, 
« JAMES LAWRIE, 
„ DANIEL mur 
« TOHN DER, 
Py « GEORGE DYER; - 
For the heirs of John Bourke deceaſed, 4 GEORGE DYER, Executor. 
For the heirs of Daniel Hewlett, GEORGE DYER, Executor. 
| 4 ALEXAN DER WIGHT? 
6 London | 
th February 1792." | ; | 
On the 2 5th of February, the Agent received the following lettor 
from Mr. Secretary Long, dated the 24th of that month: 


3 | b 
AI am commanded by the Lords — of the — 
« to acquaint you, that conformably to the letter I wrote to you, of 
« the 18th of July 1791, it is intended in the preſent ſeſſion to ſub- 
*mit to Parliament the ſums mentioned in that letter as a compenſa- 
6 tion for the loſſes ſuſtained by the perſons who evacuated the Moſ- 
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* . the 25th. the wt anſwered. Mr. 3 3 Hind: the 

ſubſtance of the laſt to Mr. Pitt; Referring their Lordſhips to 
that; reſling on the merits of the Second Part of the Caſe; and re- 
queſting that their Lordſhips would review their proceedings, and 
admit the whole of the Claims to be preſented to Parliament, as 
prayed in the letter to Mr, Pitt, a copy of which was ene the 
Second Part of the Caſe being too long to tranſcribe. EN 
No anſwer having been received from the 9 of the Ex- 
chequer, the Agent addreſſed him again on the 3d of March, wherein 
he requeſted an anſwer to the letter from the excluded Claimants 
of the 6th of February laſt, &c.— On the 7th of 1 he received 
2 letter dated the sth, as en, * 


7 7 


« Sir, Downing ſtreet, 5 March 1792. 
In anſwer to your letter tranſmitting the Second Part of the Caſe 
4 of the Claimants of the Moſquito Shore, and that which I have ſince 
0 « es ts you, I have only to refer you to the letter written 
to you by Mr. Long, informing of the opinion of the Lords of 
the Treaſury ; which is, not altered by any of tg; ads, Fan 
pers Wen as haye goons | 


TT 


« I am, Sir ” re. 


On the 56th, of March the Agent received a note Bk Mr. Secre- 
tary Long of the Treaſury, dated the 1 5th, informing him, That the 
«« ſourns mentioned in his former letter (vis. £.17,168 35. 8d. Jamaica 
66 currency, equal to L: .12,262 195. 94. ſterling) would be propoſed 


4 to be voted on the morrow (viz. the 16626), in Nova Houſe of Com- 
C ih 1 * 119291292 4 1 46 mons, 


88 
\ 
— 
%. 
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2792. 
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* 


March 3. 


. che Settlers,- and or. u. 


/ 


1731. 
March: 6. 


| ee o'clock; and that, as he was confined” to bis bed, and unable to 


e 
% mons, as a compenſation for the ait. fltined i che of 
5 the evacuation.” 451; bay wit eg 
In return, the Agent directed a written eine) to be at to Mr. 
Long, on the 16th of March, acquainting bim that, © As the in- 
formation had only arrived by the Penny-poſt that day, at eleven 


« 'write, with the gout in his right hand; he humbly conceived 
the notice to be very ſhort, if not impracticable, for enabling him 
« to render any effectual ſervice to the excluded Chimants.” 

It accordingly proved impracticable; for the member to whom 
the Agent had applied to ſupport the iatereſts of the excluded Claim- 
ants, was neceſſarily obliged to be abſent on that day, from the Houſe 
of Commons; and before it was” fradticable to prepare a Petition, 
and make any individual Member ſufficiently acquainted with its. 
merits, the Houſe became ſo entirely occupied with more important 
public buſineſs, that there was no chance of introducing it with any 
proſpect of ſucceſs, during the courſe of that Seſſion. 


The ſubſequent tranſa5ons'in which the Agent was engaged, 
with the Board of Treaſury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, on 
the ſubject of the partial Compenſations moved for and granted by 
Parliament, have neceſſarily rendered it expedient to poſtpone any 
further application to Parliament; until the conduct of the Agent 
has been ſubmitted to the Public. Previous to entering on that ſub- 
ject, the following obſervations, on Mr. Pitt's applying for, and 
obtaining, on this 16th of March, only the partial and inadequate 
ſum of L. 12,262 198. 94. ſterling, are ſubmitted to public conſi- 
deration, | 

However inattentive individual Miniſters, or particular Admini- 
Rratihas, may have been, to the intereſts of this Kingdom, as con- 


nefted with the Moſquito Shore ; ; it clearly and decidedly appears 
from 


(190 
from he- preceding frimmary'” tail on: facts, and TO documents. 
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That i the ' moſt 1 perfect Federal Compate un pd Vinh 


Crown af Great Britiim and the Mofquito-Shore Indians; by which 


the latten engaged e e to "Og OP and he 8 52 ee 


gaged Protection to the latter. 


That the Crown of Great Britain l che Right of Genetelgiey; | 


and extended that Protection over and to the Moſquito Shore, in the 
war with Spain in 1739: and concluded it in ae by RY 
free navigation and no ſearch.  * 

That in 1749, the Crown publiſhed this to all te works, by not 
only appbinting a Superintendent under the control of the Governor 
of Jamaica, Tu proniote the Proſperity of the Settlement, to improve 
« ſuch Commercial Advantages as might be derived” from it, and to 
„ cultrvate a ſtrici Univn\ and Friendſhip wii the" Indians in thoſe parts ;” 


but, by erocting a fort at the principal Britiſh Settlement o Black 


„ Niver, and parriſoning it with a: detachment” of men from the 
% Royal: Forees ſtationed at Jamaica, and giving the wer of 
„ the whole to the Superintendent,” 

That athoughthis Majeſty's Miniſters model oily: Aiſinatitled due 
hes and reealled- the garriſon to Jamaica, in 1764; they nevertheleſs 
invariably maintained the national ' Sovereignty, by ſupporting the 
civil police and the eſtabliſhment of a Superintendent in full powers, 
until the evacuation of the country, in 1787 in cotiſequence of the 
Convention entered into by his Majeſty with the King of Spain, in 
the year 1786. — And that ſo far from there being „ authentic 
«+ evidence of any encouragement having been given by Government 
for forming any Eſtabliſnment or Settlement on the Moſquito- 


«+ Shore, for the purpoſe of carrying on any trade, or engaging in 


any other purſuits beſides that of cutting Mahogany and Log- 


6 weed?” there appears the moſt clear, authentic, and indiſputable 
2 evidence, 


. 3 , N . a. & 
March 16. 
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; overnor Sir Baht Keith: of Jamaica, agreeably to a 
plan tranſmitted to him from his Majeſty's Government, here, by 
the Earl of Dartmouth, dated the ad of Auguſt 1755, iſſued a ſeries 


of inſtructions on the '2gth of December: following, conſiſting of 


twenty- one articles, for the Reformation and Improvement of the 
Civil Police and Government of the Settlement eſtabliſned on the 
Moſquito - Shore, which were carried into full execution in the month 
of Janvary 1776: and that in the Royal Inſtructions accompanying 
his Majeſty's appointment of Superintendent Lawrie, on the 17th of 
May 1776, the Superintendent is not only directed, (as all former 
Superintendents had been, ) / To promote the Proſperity: of the Set- 
6 tlement, to improve the Commercial Advantages which might 
« be derived from it;“ but he is farther made acquainted with his 
Majeſty's: pleaſure, That he ſhould forthwith tranſmit to Lord 
George Germaine, (as Secretary of State,) through the bands of 
the Governor of Jamaica, An accurate account , the Settlement en- 
1 trufied to his care ; ſpecifying. its extent, the number of its inhabitants, 
+. the nature and amount of its ben trade, and. mw further Comet 
% Advantages it wwas capable of affording.” „ 03 ele 
That under this national unlimited ee of ted 153 
commerce, the Alberapoyer eſtate, the Sugar, Coffee, Cacao, and 
Cotton Plantations, as well as the Proviſion- grounds, the Wood- 
lands, and every other ſpecies of landed property, forming the Claims, 
had been and were openly, freely, and honeſtly purchaſed of the 
Indians, by his Majeſty's ſubjects; and remained protected and ſe- 
cured to them, at the conclutins * the m of Feb in Sep- 
tember 198 . 10 
That his Majeſty! 8 Ker eee, on ks ien to the 
Vi e of the Kingdom, in the latter end of December 
1783, approved and encouraged the Settlement, as much as any for- 
mer W had done, until the concluſion of the Conven- 


tion 


N N "'#, | 
eee $1 which: commenced in November 1 784, e beer 1. 


minated ĩn July and September 1786; by which it was agreed to 

evacuate. the whole territory of the Moſquito- Shore to the King of 

Spain, without ſtipulating any equivalent whatever, to his Ma- 

jeſtys ene who, by that acc, have! been almoſt- enn 
n 
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That if ht; executive Geretianne of the — had deen 


induced, from public intereſt, or public neceſſity, to | deprive; the 


Britiſh ſubjects of their property, on the Moſquito-Shore ; thoſe 
ſubjects had an equitable. and | conſtitutional. right to petition; Par- 
liament for Compenſation and Redreſs. In proſecuting of which, 


their application to Mr. Pitt, as Miniſter and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to obtain the ſanction of. and ſupport from, the Crown, 
was reſpectful and correct. Their attention in laying before him, 
in January 1788, and March 1789, a clearand comprehenſive 
view of the merits of their Caſe, and aſterwards, in ſubmitting. 


in May 1790, to his propoſition, Of repeating their information 


reſpecting the nature, particulars, and amount of their Claims, 
„ ta Commiſſioners appointed by the Lords of the Treaſury 
„ for that purpoſe,” were, in like manner, expreſſive of their 
earneſt deſire to afford the fulleſt information on thoſe points, 
and of their reſpectful ſubmiſſion to the Will of the Miniſter, as 
to the mode of doing it. They are free, however, to confeſs, that 
by ſo doing, they did not mean to abandon, or ſurrender their 
rights, or to ſet an example, for giving up the Rights of the Subject, 
and ſubſtituting the Miniſter in the place of the Parliament: The 
whole of their application being for patronage, not for Miniſterial 
Deciſion on the Claims. Though hitherto, by that mode precluded, 


it is nevertheleſs hoped, that the one now, however reluctantly 


adopted, will afford ſuch information on this important and ſin- 
gularly unfortunate ſubje, as ultimately to produce a Parliamen- 


tary 


ny nn 
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| . ES] — as. proper hjects for public attention and. compendation. 
E . That all the Olaicms, reſpecting land of evety denomination, 8 
— n on one and the fame principle, of purchaſes regularly and 
5 legally acquired from the Indians; the lands, fo purchaſed; might 
not only be uſed in raiſing all kinds of colonial productions fit for 
trade and cominerce, as the lands in any other Britiſh Settlement 
in America were; but every ſuch ſpeeles of produce was, and is, as 
well entitled to the favourable conſideration of Parliament, as the par- 
tial, injurious, and unaccountable reſt riction of the Lords of the Frea- 
ſury ; which only ſelects thoſe lands and houſes, neceſſary for the 
Settlers, and the-Negroes, mahogany, craft, and cattle,“ loſt on the 
evacuation. In affairs of ſuch magnitude, and which ought to be 
conducted on the broadeſt baſis, and in the moſt liberal manner, be- 
comiug the juſlice: of a great and a powerful nation, it is ſurely 
novel, to garble- and ſelect only the ſmalleſt, and to cancel the 
greateſt and far more important claims on the Publie; and more eſ- 
pecially when the opinion on which the preference is made, is 
altogether oppoſed to the moſt irrefragable evidence on the ſubject. 
That this erroneous opinion is the mean, by which little more 
tan one» ſourth of the fair and actual amount of the Claims, has 
been applied for to Parliament; including ten Claims delivered to 
the Commiſſioners, (without the knowledge of the Agent,) and the 
ſum of C. 43. 108 9. 64d. contained in the intended Petition to the 
Houſe of Commons, in March 1789, which ſtill remains in Mr. 
Pitt's poſſeſſion- Thus, Parliament and the Public, have been in- 
duced to believe, that all the loſſes ſuſtained by the evacuation of 
the Moſquito Shore, have been fully compenſated, becauſe all the 
money was granted, which Mr. Pitt moved for upon that occafion. 
That by thus pony the Claims, aud obſtructing the approach 
; of 


( 143 ) . 
of the Claimaits to Patliament, by Petition ; the Proprietois of the 
Alberapoyer eſtate, and the Proprietors of ſugar, coffee; cacao, aud cot 


ton plantations, are totally deprived of their property: although ehe 
moſt reſpectable and beneficial Settlers on the Shore; upon whoſe 
account, and for whoſe uſe alone, the neceſſary proviſion- grounds 


were cultivated, which compriſe the fortunate, though aq po and 


2 * 


excluſive objects of Miniſterial Compenſation. . Jin 
That though, in the preſent inſtance, Parliament b (6 only 
tribunaF to vote an adequate compenſation, yet inſurmountable ob- 
ſtructions have been raiſed, as regularly related, to the accompliſh- 
ment of that deſireable object, in its full and free effect. The moſt 
humble ſubmiſſions, the moſt reſpe&ful ſolicitatibns, im aid of con- 


snom 2 


4 
March 16. 


duct the moſt candid; and of reaſoning the moſt conclufive, have 


been paſſed by in ſilence and neglect. In this lamentable extremity, 


the Agent, from neceſſity, feels himſelf called upon to ſubmit, (in 
the mode in-which, he has ſubmitted, ) the whole of his' condud re- 
ſpecting theſe Claims, to the opinion of the Publik; in the hope, 


however flattering, that a fair, and full diſcuſſion of the metits of 


the Claimants, and of their Claims; will at ſome future © period; 
engage the attention of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons: ene. 
It now becomes neceflary to advert to thoſe Claims which were 
publicly ——— W for which only Cotmpenfition as 
voted. * een an 
Mr. Pitt ri on 0 16th of March 1792, moved for and ob- 
tained the ſum of . 12, 263 195. gd. ſterling as à Compenſation. for 
the loſſes ſuſtained by the Settlers, who evacuated the Shore in 178 ; 

the Agent, on the 29th of that month, addreſſed a letter to 
Secretary Long, requeſting, that he would repreſent to the err 
of the Treaſury, his humble requeſt to be furniſhed with a Liſt 
66 of ſuch of the Moſquito Weh Claimants as had been voted Com- 
A penſation, 


29. 


SECT. II. 


April 21. 


May 4. 
12, 


* 
18, 
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+ peaſaton and the ſums allotted 0 cuch, that he might _ 
i enabled, to communicate the ſame to the Parties concerned. 
O0 RS e he received for anſwer Mappe er, kur. f 


1 N * 
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Sir, . 4. 
2311 _ 14 + F37 77 34447 


8 « We have defired Medis. Marſh and 3 to et 7 TOM with 
2 the Liſt you defire. As ſoon. as it is ſent to us, it ſhall be tranſ- 
«6, ««. mitted to you for the information of the Parties concerned. 


6 5 5 e As", Ec. 
4 Treafory Chambers, * incl | 
Nene, fag E [47 22444 rr 1 yl 


, | 3 
om 195 


This lawns 2 "on nile 1 Jew is pies leg i ne AY thet 
letter of, the Lords of the Treaſury ; for though it be ſigned - by 
Mr. Long, yet, from the very terms of it, (in the plural number,) 
nothing can be more manifeſt, than that they meant, officially, to 
addreſs themſelves to the Agent, aud to make that att, at leaſt, pros: 


fellecly and peculiarly their own, _, 


The Agent having reminded Mr. Ling of abis Lion he 4th 
of May, but receiving no anſwer; incloſed; to him on the 12th of 
that month, a Memorial, in the name of the Claimants, addreſſed 
to the Leaks of the Treaſury, on the ſame ſubject. 1 

In return to that Memorial, the Agent, on the igth of May, re⸗ 
ceived the following letter from Mr. MO" Long : 


Sit, Banter n ; 3 $2539 Þ | | a 


„ am Abdul by the Lords Commiffioners of his Ma- 
* N 14 s Treaſury, to tranſmit to you, for the information of the 
« Parties intereſted, a Liſt of the Names of thoſe Claimants for 

« 'Loffes ſuſtained on the Moſquito Shore, upon the evacuation of 
« that Country, who have had Compenſation allotted to them.— 
« The ſums due tv each will be paid at the Exchequer i in the courſe 
of the next month, upon the 3 of the Parties, or upon 
66 the 
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44 Treafury Chambers, - nf IROPINg 202 7.4 
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This letter not conveying all the information requeſted by the May 21. 
Agent, and promiſed by Mr. Long; the Agent addrefled him on the 
21ſt of May, and having obſerved how unſatisfactory it was, begged 
the favour of an interview, which took place on the 26th of May; 256. 
and which, in the end, convinced the Agent, of the neceſſity he was 
under of explaining himſelf fully to the Lords of the Treaſury, on 
the injury which would be done to him, by the projected irregular 
plan, of concealing from him the individual compenſation granted to 
each of the Claimants. With this view he preſented a Memorial 
from himſelf, to their Lordſhips, on the 4th of June 1792, moſt 
humbly ſubmitting himſelf to the Liberality and 51 of the Board; ; 
and reſpectfully begging leave to obſerve, ; 
« Firſt, That according to the univerſal rule FOSHAN by all Tri- 
bunals of Juſtice, and all Boards of State, the Agent concerned in 
« any Cauſe coming before them, was indiſpenſably entitled to be 
made acquainted with every meaſure in which his principals were 
4 concerned; and with every circumſtance attending any deciſion 
4 given upon it; and . Jute could not be adminiſtered with- 
out it. | 
„ Secondly, That the Memorialiſt had ſolicited the Claims in 
« queſtion, both as Agent of the late Colony of his Majeſty's Sub- 
« jects ſettled on the Moſquito Shore, and as acting under their ſpe- 
cial appointments : which was ſo truly the caſe, that all the Claims 
then before their Lordſhips, paſſed by direction of their Lordſhips, 
from the Memorialiſt to Meſſrs. Marſh and Spranger, ten only ex- 
cepted ; one of whom had fince acknowleged him as his Agent. 
U EE And 


- 
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$ECT. n. And as to which ten Claims, they were only preſented to, and re- 
„ ceived by, Meſſrs. Marth and Spranger, after the Memorialiſt had 
179% „ regularly given in the original ones, aud made a proviſion for ſuch 
PTY. & others as were to follow. Upon which fact the Memorialiſt fub- 
« mitted, that it was ſolely upon his previous, long, and effectual 
4 ſolicitations on behalf of all the Claimants on the Moſquito-Shore, 
«+ that even thoſe ten Claims could poſſibly have been received or ad- 
« mitted by the Commiſſioners: and therefore the Memorialiſt was 
« as much the Agent of thoſe ten, as of the reſt; and equally en- 
« titled to the benefit of his Agency from them, as frond the other 

« Claimants, | | we 
„ Thirdly, That the Memorialiſt, as Agent for all the Claimants, 
had arranged the proofs of their reſpective Claims according to the 
% names ſubſcribed to their Petition to the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, in the month of March 1789. And though it was not 
until the 19th of May 1790, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
% propoſed to the Memorialiſt, the expedient of appointing Commilſ- 
6 Goners to examine into the nature, particulars, aud amount of the 
« Claims; and who were not appointed until the month of Septem- 
© ber following: yet, that as ſoon as this was made known to him, 
„% he furniſhed thoſe Gentlemen with the moſt ample proofs of the 
nature and amount of the Claims:“ Aud that although he, in 
% common with many others of the Claimants, had good reaſon to 
be diflatisfied with the proceedings of Meſſrs. Marſh and Spranger, 
„ and with the report which they had made; yet the Memorialiſt 
© had fulfilled, in every reſpect, his duty as Agent, for thoſe Claim- 
.4 ants whole Claims had been approved of by their Lordſhips, and 
« for which compenſation was granted by Parliament ; aud was en- 
« titled to receive his juſt Commiſſion as Agent, for thoſe particular 

«« Claims, 


«« Fourthly, 


( 147 1 
40 Fourthly, That the Memorialiſt aquated by the ſtrongeſt prin- SECT. U, ; 


ciples of duty, as Agent, and impreſſed with the fulleſt. conviction 
of the equity and propriety of the meaſure, early adviſcd the Co- J 
lonial Government to take the moſt legal and effectual means for . 
enabling all the Settlers to aſcertain the juſt and moderate value of 


ſuch property as they might be diſpoſſeſſed of, on the evacuation of 


that Country to the Crown of Spain. But in doing this, he moſt 
particularly recommended, that ſpecial care ſhould be taken, that 
none of the Settlers ſhould exaggerate, but keep within the line of 
ſtrict moderation, in aſcertaining the amount of their loſſes. That 
actuated by thoſe principles, he had ſteadily and uniformly ex- 


_ ecuted, every mean, within his power, in ſupport of the Moſquito» | 


Shore Claims. Neceſſity compelled him to object to the proceed- 
ings of the Commiſſioners; but the reaſons ſupporting the objec- 
tions were humbly ſubmitted with the higheſt reſpect and defe- 
rence, to their Lordſhips. That it was afterwards, with infinite 
concern and regret, that he conceived their Lordſhips to be ſo 
far influenced by the proceedings of the Commiſsioners, as to 
omit, in the application to Parliament, the moſt important and me- 
ritorious Claims of the principal Settlers belonging to the Colony. 
But upon that occaſion, although it was impoſsible, (for the reaſons 
then aſsigned,) for the excluded Claimants to accord with the deci- 
ſion; yet, that every application made from the Memorialiſt to 
their Lordſhips upon the ſubject, was expreſſive of his higheſt at- 
tention and duty to that Honourable Board, and his moſt earneſt 
wiſh to include the intereſts of his Conſtituents within the pale of 
that deciſion. In ſhort, he at that moment begged leave moſt ſo- 
lemnly to aſſute their Lordſhips, that it had ever been his with fo 
to comport himſelf in tranſaQing buſineſs in that and every other 
Department in Government, as to merit the approbation of his 
Majeſty's Miniſters ; ; and conſcious of that being his true character, 
. he ML 


Ser. 


1792. 
Ws, 


10148 


u. „ he not only did not Aae of juſtifying himſelf Cheat he ſhould 
know the offence imputed to him; but was perſuaded that their 


„ Lordſhips, on recollection, would not permit him to remain, 


(hat he appeared at that time, to be, ) the victim of their reſent- 


„ment; by depriving him of their protection in recovering his 


Ageney, and even of a knowledge of the ſums allotted to each 
«6 Claimant, and upon which that Agency was in juſtice founded. 


% Fifthly, That the refuſal given to the Memorialiſt, of the ſums 
<6 allotted to each Claimant, not only difabled him from giving any 
« ſatisfactory information to ſuch of them as were in this Country, 
«and to all of them who were abroad; but held him up to thoſe 


ho might be immediately on the ſpot, as a perſon under their 


3 Lordſhips diſpleaſure; interdicted from knowing what was ac- 


18, 


„ knowleged to be the right and the duty of every other Agent to 
% know. The Memoriliſt, therefore, relying on their Lordſhips 
66 protection, prayed that they would direct that all ſuch ſums as 
were allowed to the Individual Claimants for whom he acted by 


4 


« power, or powers of Attorney, might be paid to himſelf: and that 


„ his Agency might be deducted from all ſuch ſums as were received 
« by Individual Claimants themſelves, or by their ſpecial Attorneys 
« appointed to receive the ſame, and paid to him. And that to 
% enable him to aſcertain his Agency, their Lordſhips would be 
« pleaſed to direct an authentic liſt to be immediately en to 
« him, of the ſums allotted to each Claimant.” 

On the 18th of June, the Agent preſented from himſelf ONE" 
Memorial to the Lords of the Treaſury, ſtating that ** the perſons under 
« whoſe appointment he acted by power of Attorney, dated at Bellize 
% River, in the Bay of Honduras, the th of July 1787, were, (accord- 
« ing to the order obſerved in Mr. Secretary Long's Liſt of the Claim- 


« ants who were allowed nne as tranſmitted to the 
| „ Memo- 
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66 


66 


66 


4, Wo 
6s Memorialiſt in ; Mr Hr, letter of . 18th of % as fol 8EOT. n. 
— oat 


lows, ' viz. 


No. 
3. 


4. 


5. 
. 

9. 
11. 
12. 
15. 


16. 
17. 
18. 


19. 
20. 


Robert Douglas 

Johu Nea! 

David Lambo 

Steven Stan 

James Dunridge Yatbo- 
„ rough —- 

Ledea Tennoſton 

Mary Monſon 

William Keene (by his At- 
** torney James ee 

George Bonner 

John Myvett 

Jonathan Card 

William Mucklehaney 

David Evins 


31. 


No. 


21. W Whitehead 

22. Joſhua Jones 

23- George Crawfurd 

26. Jane Trapp (by her Attor- 
* ney George Dodd) © 

Stephen Winter | 

Richard Tonoſton 

Thomas Catto 

David M*Connel (by his 
&* Attorney George Dodd) 

Abel Taylor 

Moſes Park 

Thomas Robertſon 

John Skene Thompſon. 


27. 
28. 
29. 


And that he further ated by power of Attorney for, 


No. 


I, 
Ze 


7. Robert Cummins, otherwiſe Comiſh, of Liverpool, 


Colonel James Lawrie, late Superintendent of the Shore. 
Colonel James Lawrie and Robert Douglas. 


in the 


„County of Lancaſter, Mariner, as heir at law of George 
«© Cummins, otherwiſe Comiſh, otherwiſe Corriu. 
Captain John Chriſtopherz, late of the Shore, and now of 


+ Kingſton, Jamaica, 
The Heir of James Home. 


66 That 


1792. | 
June 18. 


75 ( 150 ). | 

That he preſented, under their Lordſhips direction, to the Com- 
„ miſſoners, the following Claims, and was the acknowledged, pro- 
«6 per, and only Agent for ſoliciting compenſation for them: vix. 


% No, TER No. 

« 6, Thomas Bourke « 41, Charlotte Smith 

« 10, Catherine Erneſt 4 42, Suſannah Ramſay 

« 13. Sandwith and Co. 44. David M*Connel 

« 14. James Uſher « 45. Elizabeth Henley 

« 24. John Campbell | « 46, John Potts 

* 25. Richard Hoare | „ 47. James Thompſon 

«6 30. Robert Hodſkiuſon « 48, Aaron Young 

% 32, William Uſher 56. Richard Hoare 

« 34. Solomon Iſaac * 57. Daniel Young 

« 36. James Hoy , 58. Daniel Hewlet 

« 37. Francis Hickey * 60. John Waggoner 

« 38. Baſil Jones % 61, Thomas Paternoot 

« ap; FR Maſkall and George 62. Mary Walker. 
Moodie 


That with reſpect to the nine following Claims (preſented to the 
% Commiſſioners, without the knowledge of the Memorialiſt) Jere- 
* miah Barton, Peter Wade, and Thomas Graham, acknowleged 
« the Memorialiſt as their Agent; and, that in whatever ſhape thoſe 
« Claims came before the Commiſſioners, the Memorialiſt, as Agent 
« for the Settlement, was equally attentive, in the whole courſe of 
« his ſolicitations, to the intereſt of thoſe nine Claimants, as to all 
the others; and as Agent for the Settlement, was their proper and 
% true Agent for obtaining even them compenſation : via. 


% No. 


s 
y * * 5 > - - 
. #4 - * * * * 4 * ” * ” 
. - | 2 42 8 
4 1 5 ye” 
* * * 
80 


5 . 
6 No. 25 | p 46 No. a | : | 


„ 49. Jeremiah Barton * 55. Edward Fitz Hill 

« 51, John Holmes Smith „ 63. Peter Wade | 
1 John Gill „ 64. Samuel Harriſon di - 
Ti 53- Marcus Bellile 85 65. Thomas Graham.” - 


* 54. Gerard Fitzgibbon 


As the Lords of the Treaſury did not condeſcend to take any no- 
tice of the two preceding Memorials, the Agent on the 4th of July 
1792, addreſſed the following letter to Mr. Pitt, on the ſame ſubject; 
accompanied with copies of thoſe memorials : vis. 


„ Sir, 
* beg leave moſt ſincerely to aſſure you, that no man was ever july 4. 
more deſirous of acquiring the favour and protection of a Miniſter, 
„ than I have been, by a faithful diſcharge of my duty, to obtain 
„ yours. In the execution of this duty, I oppoſed, to the utmoſt of 
* my little abilities, the ſurrender of the Moſquito Shore to the 
«© Crown of Spain; and this oppoſition only ended with the conclu- 
« fion of the Spaniſh Convention, in the year 1786. My conduct 
* then, Sir, had the honour of your approbation ; and I have been 
« governed ever ſince by the ſame principles which obtained it. "38 
That Country having been given up to Spain, I found myſelf 
„ indiſpenſably obliged to ſolicit compenſation for the loſſes thereby 
„ occaſioned to the ruined members of the ſettlements, which had 
been eſtabliſhed there. In doing of this, my firſt care was, to have 
the Claims of every perſon formed upon ſo moderate a valuation, 
« as to fear no diminution from the ſtrifteſt ſcrutiny: my ſecond 
was, to obtain, Sir, under your ſpecial patronage, the aid of his | 
4 Majeſty's recommendation, in bringing thoſe Claims before Par- 
liament. 


( 152 ) 


_ - SECT, L 2 latent, In the far greater part of this laſt Object, 1 have moſt 
. unfortunately failed: but in tranſacting the whole buſineſs I moſt 


4 reſpectfully beg leave to ſtate, that I have acquitted myſelf towards 
you, Sir, and the Right Honourable Board of Treaſury, as well as 


to every other Department of Government, with the greateſt and 
« moſt reſpectful attention and duty. 

For the ſpace of three years, I humbly ſolicited Government 
to introduce their Claims to Parliament; and when deſpair urged 
the neceſſity of applying to the Houſe of Commons by a private 
+ Member, iu March 1789, you no ſooner, Sir, mentioned your in- 
* tention to Sir Herbert Mackworth, Of further confidering the 
* merits of their Caſe, and that if any thing was proper to be done, 
it muſt come from Government in another way ;* than I moſt re- 
ſpectfully ſubmitted myſelf to your pleaſure, and by your direction, 
* laid before you a full memorial of the merits of their Caſe, on the 
goth of April following. From this period, I continued my ſup- 
„ plications for your patronage until the 19th of May 1790, when 
« you were pleaſed to honour me with a communication of your pro- 
&« poſition, * That the Lords of the Treaſury ſhould appoint Com- 
* miſlioners to examine into the nature, particulars, and amount of 
their Claims. I inſtantly explained to you, Sir, the nature of their 
„Claims, and the proofs ſupporting them, as being ſufficient, in 
« my idea, to render the meaſure propoſed unneceflary ; but, at the 
* ſame time, I exprefled my abſolute obedience to your commands. 
The Commiſſioners were not authorized to act until the mont h. of 
« September following ; when I furniſhed them with the moſt ample 
„% means of making a fair and candid examination. It nevertheleſs 
happened, that thofe of the Claimants who were in London, of 
« which number I was one, were greatly diflatisficd with their pro- 
„ ceedings; and with the report which they made to the Lords of 


« the Treaſury, upon the merits of the Claims. Neceſſity impelled 
a "7: 


— 
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us to object to the Commiſſioners; and the ſame neceſſity rendered SECT. * Ng 
it impoſſible for us, afterwards, to accord with their Lordſhips de- - 
4 eiſion of the 18th of July 1791. Our reaſons, Sir, were, in va- 
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rious applications, moſt reſpectfully laid before the Board of Trea- 
ſury ; and they were finally, with the higheſt On" ine 
to you, on the õth of February laſt. . 
Here, Sir, I moſt earneſtly requeſt your attention as my 1 Judge, 
to diſtinguiſh between my conduct as a Claimant, united with 
the principal Claimants of the Settlement; and as an Agent, 
acting for the intereſt and benefit of all the individual Claimants. 


As a Claimant, united with the principal Claimants who con- 


ceive themſelves injured by the Commiſſioners Report, and by 
the Opinion of the Board, in conſequence of it; I am legally 
inſtructed to think, that no Miniſterial board, even the higheſt 


and moſt reſpectable in itſelf, is competent to judge and decide 


upon my property; or upon what Compenſation is due upon the 


loſs of it: the eſtabliſhed Judges of the Kingdom being only 
competent in the firſt inſtance; and the Parliament of the Nation, 
in the ſecond. Far leſs could the Commiſſioners of that Board, 


convert my Propertx into Money expended upon it; far leſs 


could they annihilate it. I am legally taught to think, that all 


the Property of the Claimants, whether productive of gold or 
ſilver, ſugar or cotton, indigo or coffee, or any other article of 
Commerce whatever; is equally, the fair, juſt, and indiſpenſable 


object of Compenſation, with the proviſions raiſed upon it, for 


the ſupport of the Community. I am moſt perfectly convinced 
with the other principal Claimants, that according to the nature 
and condition of the [Sovereignty and Protection held by this 
Kingdom, oyer that Country, it was the duty of Government to 
have encouraged, and that Government did , indefinitely en- 


courage, all articles of Commerce; but eſpecially and poſitively, 
X * the 


1792, 
July 4. 


— I n. „ the improvement of the Alberapoyer eſtate, and the univerſat 


1792. . 
July 4. 


( 


« production of ſugars. Under this conviction, Sir, but with the 
4 higheſt reſpect and deference for you aud the Right Honourable 
% Board, we remain ſtill under the neceſſity of looking up to Par- 
4 lament for redreſs. In doing of this, we only beg leave to exert 
i that common right which is inherent in every Britiſh ſubject, 
+ namely, To protect his property; and when loſt, to purſue the 
„ "beſt and moſt conſtitutional means for obtaining relief. 

« As an Agent, acting for the intereſt and benefit of all the indi- 
% yidual Claimants, I conſider myſelf, Sir, as immediately under 
« your direction, and that of the Right Honourable Board; in what- 
ever relates to its Miniſterial Authority and Functions, reſpecting 
% the buſineſs before it. In this charaQer I moſt humbly ſubmit 
my conduct to your deciſion, as it is related in the former part of 
„ this letter, and as it is confirmed by all the Papers and Applica- 
tions which I have had the honour to preſent to you, and the 
+ Lords of the Treaſury. 
4 Conſcious as I am, Sir, of having conducted myſelf with the 
«« greateſt attention to the intereſt of all the Claimants, and with 
„ the higheſt reſpe& to you and the Right Honourable Board; 1 
early found myſelt moſt ſenſibly hurt and diſappointed, at being 
« refuſed a Liſt of the ſums annexed to the names of ſuch of the 
„% Claimants as have been voted Compenſation, in the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament. I am much more fo at this preſent moment, by re- 
«*« ceiving no anſwer to my Memorials of the 4th and 18th of laſt 
+ month, upon this ſubje& ; copies of which I now beg leave to 


* 


lay before you. By this mode of refuſal and contempt, I have 


© not only been rendered unable to give the Claimants abroad, the 
© earlieſt advice of the Compenſation allowed them, (by which I 
© muſt appear in their opinion either negligent about their ſervice, 


6 1 to perform it;) but it diſables me to calculate the 


* Agency 


ts, 1 uedepaiis on the reſpoctive Compenfatiotis granted, 0 e ; 
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Pitt of the preceding Addreſs, and earneſtly requeſted, that the 


Kan 


me of the immediate payment of that Agency from ſuch indivi- 
duals as may apply, by themſelves, to receive it at the Trei- 
fury; and be inclined to forget, or poſtpone the juſt gratification 


of the ſervices I have done them. In this caſe, I beg leave moſt 
humbly to ſubmit to you, Sir, that 1 am as much under the 


protection of the Right Honourable Board for the payment of 
my Agency, as the individual Claimants ate, for the payment of 


the reſpective Compenſations granted to them; there being the 
moſt eſſential connexion between the Compenſation allowed, and 


the Agent ſoliciting it. I therefore moſt reſpectfully pray your 
immediate attention and anſwers to the e b incloſed 
Memorials, 

” Upon the whole of this buſineſs, Sir, I beg mT permiflion 
again to aſſure you, that no man was ever more deſirous of ob- 


taining,” by a fair and honourable diſcharge of his duty, the fa- 


vour of your eountenanee and protection, than. I have been, and 
ſtill continue to be. Nevertheleſs, I am ſenfible that J have 


fallen under your difpleaſare; and what is much more, I know 


and feel, that by the very unfortunate Event which gave riſe to 
thoſe Claims, you can ruin me at your pleaſure : but, until I know 


-< the: cauſe, it is not in my power either to vindicate myſelf, or 


make reparation. 
] have the bomouf to be,” &c. 


 « Hampſtead, 


« 4th July 1792. 


On the 1 -th of July, the Agent, in a ſhort letter, olds Mr. 


Board would grant the prayer of his Memorials, 


Ou the zoth of July, the Agent received an official letter from 


Mr. Secretary Long, dated the 26th, on the ſubject of the two Me- 


X 2 | morials 


17. 


30. 
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SECT.11. itch of the 4th and 18th of June; Rating, That the Lords 


1792. 


July 30. 


„ Commiſſioners. of his Majeſty's Treaſury, having by a minute of N 


the 19th of May 1792, ordered that Liſts of the Names of the 
Parties to whom Compenſation had been granted, ſhould be de- 


« livered to him, that the ſaid Liſt ſhould be inſerted in the Ga- 
« 7zette, and a copy tranſmitted to the Governor of Jamaica, for 
the information of the Parties concerned their Lordſhips did not 

„ ſee any reaſon, iu conſequence of his repreſentations, to alter that 
66, minute z ; and that their Lordſhips, were of opinion, that there 


++ was no mode of ſo effectually doing juſtice to the parties as by 


% acquainting them only with the Sums due to each, and paying 
« the ſame. either to the Claimants themſelves, or to any perſon 
„producing a proper Power of Attorney from them; and that 


they did not think they ſhould be juſtified in groping a ſum to 
be deducted from each payment for Agency). 22 


Of this letter it may be neceflary to ſay a few words. Gemein it 
is, that it conveyed to the Agent the ſirſt intimation of the Minute 
alluded to, of the 17th of May; but though it conveyed that infor- 
mation to the Agent, it at the ſame time conveyed ſome; reflection 
on their Lordſhips themſelves ; who, by that minute, muſt, at leaſt 
have forgotten their own letter to the Agent of the 13th of April 
preceding; a letter which unequivocally ſtated, that they had di- 
reed the Commiſſioners to furniſh them with the Liſt requeſted, 
and which was a Liſt of the Claimants, and the ſums allotted to 
each ; and that when it arrived, it ſhould be tranſmitted to him, the 
"_ ; for the information of the Parties concerned. 

How far this Opinion of their Lordſhips, is founded in Juſtice, or 


on the practice obſeryed on fimilar: occaſions, every liberal diſin- 


tereſted mind, will eafily determine: to the Agent, it had every 
appearance of puniſhment ; perſonally, though indirectly, inflicted 
upon him, for having done what he had conceived, (and ever ſhall 

conceive) 


Cw). 


FEY REP to be his indiſpenſable, duty, as Agent of the Claimants, SECT. 1 


in attempting to bring before Parliament, not a partial account of 


loſs; hut a fair, full, and candid detail of all the eee 
loſſes which had come to his knowledge. Impreſſed with this ſen- 


timent, he addreſſed the arenen. bother: to Mir, aner on the 20th. 


of - September 755. n e Eat "4a 
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« Sir, . 7 i 


6 Though 1. am not * e of — 5 given you auy real cauſe 
of offence, ſure I am that great offence has been taken at my con- 


duct. I was in hopes, Sir, that my letter of the 4th of July laſt, 
would not only have induced you. to diſcloſe the grounds of your 
| diſpleaſure, but would have enabled, me to remove it, and to 


avert the injury which awaited me, from the plan which the 


Right Honourable Board of Treaſury had adopted, reſpecting the | 
* payment of Compenſations to the Moſquito Shore Claimants. 


Such, however, is my misfortune, Sir, that you have not con- 
deſcended to return me any anſwer, either to that letter, or to 


a a ſubſequent one, of the 17th of the ſame mouth, to the ſame 


purport. . To my Memorials of the 4th and 18th of June, which 


were written with a view to. elucidate the objections againſt the 


Plan alluded to, Mr. Long, indeed, on the 26th of July, ac- 
quainted me, That - the Prayers of thoſe Memorials were abſo- 
e lutely refuſed by the Lords of the Treaſury. —* Their Lordſhips 


* are of Opinion (ſays Mr. Long) there is no mode of ſo effectually 


* 
Won, . 4 
* * * * * 


* 


doing Juſtice to the Parties as by acquainting them, only with 
the Sums due to each, and paying the ſame either to. the Claim- 
ants themſelves, or to any perſon producing, a proper Power of 
Attorney from them; and that my Lords do not think they 
ſhould be juſtified in ordering a ſum to be deducted from each pay- 


ment 91 Agency to you. 


66 Peimit 
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Permit me, Sir, to remind you, that it was on your propo- 
„ Gtion, and by your direction, that J readily ſubmitted to an ex- 
« amination into the nature and amount of thoſe Claims; hence 
all my future Memorials, although partieulatly intended for you, 
Sir, paſſed formally to that Board of Freaſury; I have therefore, 
* humbly conceived, that whatever official anſwers came to me, 
from their Lordſhips, came eſpecially from you; and I am un- 


_ «+ willingly, but neceſſarily led to think, that the laſt deciſion of 


that Right Honourable Board on the ſubject, is a ſevere mark of 


reſentment againſt me. 


« By that deciſion, Sir, I feel myſelf moſt fenfibly wounded, both 
* in my property, and reputation. For by the mode there adopted, 
* I am not only prevented from recovering payment of the Com- 
« penſation granted to my Conſtituents, and deprived of the means 


- IF recovering my Agency and Expences, in ſoliciting their Claims; 


but in the manner by which both theſe are effected, I am made 
to appear to the Claimants, and to the World, as a Perſon un- 
« worthy of Confidence and Truſt. 

Here, Sir, I moſt reſpectfully beg leave to explain myſelf upon 
* the ſubject of my Memorials of the 4th and 18th of June. 

„ humbly conceived, that as ſoon as their I. ordſhips had ac- 
« quainted me, by Mr. Long's letter of the 18th of July 1791, 
« with the amount of the Claims which they had allowed, that they 


would of courſe, have favoured. me, as Agent, with the Names 


© of the fortunate and ſelected Claimants, and the Sums allotted to 
* each. I accordingly applied for them on the 23d of July; but 
* the time for information was poſtponed, by Mr. Long's letter of 
„the 4th of Auguſt following, till the buſineſs had received the 
* approbation of Parliament.”—Theſe. partial Sums having been 
voted by the Houſe of Commons, about the 15th of March laſt, 
J again applied to their Lordſhips, through Mr. Lung, by letter 
66 of 


600 

« of 8 of faid March, and the 4th of April laſt, Requeſting 8ECT.1I, 
to be favoured with a Liſt of ſuch of the Claimants as had been 
© yoted Compenſation, and the Sums allotted to each of them.“ To 005 
„ this letter I was honoured by their Lordſhips anſwer, through POM 
% Mr. Long, dated the 11th of April, in theſe words: We have z 
© defired Meflrs. Marſh and Spranger to furniſh us ak the Lift 
« you deſire ; as ſoon as it is ſent to us, it ſhall be tranſmitted to 

you, for the information of the Parties concerned. On the 4th 
+ of May, I addreſſed Mr. Long, putting him in mind of his letter 
„ of the 11th of April; but receiving no return, I addreſſed a ſhort 
+ Memorial to their Lordſhips on the 12th of May, upon the ſame 
1 ſubject. In anſwer to which, Mr. Long, by letter of the 18th 
« of May, tranſmitted to me, by command of their Lordſhips, 
aà Liſt of the Names of thoſe Claimants, (but no Sums,) who had 
+ Compenſation allotted to them: and further informed me, that 
* the Sums due to each would be paid at the Exchequer in the 
© courſe of the (then) next month, upon the application of the Par- 
ties, or upon the production of a Power of Attorney from thoſe 
to whom it is due.” This letter greatly perplexed me, inaſmuch - 
„as it was unaccompauied by the Sums granted to each of the 
« Claimants, which their Lordſhips had led me to expect by Mr. 
« Lohg's former letter of the 11th of April. It was on Saturday, 
„the 19th of May, that I received this letter, and I embraced the 
« earlieſt opportunity of Monday, the 21ſt of May, to addreſs Mr. 
Long upon this Deficiency ; and ſolicited him to appoint me a 
„ leiſure hour to wait upon him. I again repeated this requeſt 
4 upon the 23d of May, by a ſpecial meſſenger, who brought me 
& back a verbal anſwer, —+* That his time was not his own ; but if 
« I would call on Saturday, (the 26th) he would endeavour to ſee 
* me.” I called accordingly, and had an interview with Mr. Long, 
«at the Treaſury Chambers, on the 26th of May laſt, when 1 

* exprefled 


/ 


9 * 
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— 1 66 expreſſed my ſutprize at not having received, by his letter . the 


1792. 
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« 18th, a Liſt of the Sums, as well as of the Claimants, agreeably 
to what I had been made to expect by his letter of the 11th of 
„% April. To which Mr. Long made anſtwer, ' That fuch was 
their Lordſhips pleaſure When I had explained to him my 
« right, as Agent, to be made acquainted with the Sums, for the 
+6; purpoſe of communicating them to the Claimants; and that the 
+ withholding them, tended not only to diſgrace me with my 
« Conſtituents, but expreſſed an extraordinary degree of unmerited 
« reſentment from their Lordſhips,—He replied in the cautious 
« phraſe of office,. That what their Lordſhips had commanded 
him to write, he had written.—After which he added from him- 
«4. ſelf, —That in his Opinion, there was great Wiſdom in the 
„% Meaſure which their Lordſhips had adopted; for had the Sums 
been divulged, undue advantages might have been taken, by people 
« purchaſing from the Claimants abroad, at a low price, their re- 
« ſpective Compenſations.— Here 1 muſt do Mr. Long the juſtice 
to acknowledge, that in ſtudied terms, he qualified his obſer- 
« yation, by adding, — That he did not ſay IT would do it,—Still, 

% however, from the manner in which the obſervation was made, 
% could not but underſtand it as an unmerited infinuation, indi- 
« rectly applied to myſelf, —I replied, —That the reaſon might be 
good for not making the Sums known to any perſon, beſide the 
« Agent; but the end propoſed afforded the ſtrongeſt reaſons for 
„ immediately communicating them to him, for the purpoſe of his 
« preventing any finiſter effects of that kind, by giving each of them 


„the earlieſt authentic accounts of the real Sums granted. I then 


mentioned my Powers of Attorney, and aſked Mr. Long; if I was 
„ to expect no relief? —He anſwered, — That he was inclined to 
% think, the Powers of Attorney would not be admitted; and that 
« was to expect nothing more, than what he had written to 
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„ This laſt interview, Bir, with Mr., Lang, - donnefted. with the SECT: 1. 
6 preceding circumſtances, ſully convinced me that the plan, about n 
t to be adopted, neceſſarily; tended, not only to ĩnjure my reputation 1 Tie 
4 vith the Claimants and the Public; but to facilitate the means by* = | 
« which ſuch of the former as ſhould be ſo diſpoſed, might avoid 
«6. diſcharging thoſe juſt demands, Which, by my long, aſſiduous, 
4 and laborious; ſolicitation about their Claims, have been incurted. 
«6. In order, if poſſible, to change and modify this plan, I humbly 
66. preſented my Memorials of the 4th and 18th of June. To the 
«6 prayers of which, their Lordſhips opinion now referred * forms 
& an anſwer. 
This Opinion conſiſts of three e, each of which 1 r leave 
& to conſider ſeparately. | - 
_ + Firſt, * Their Lordſhips are of aninions That dong is no ads 
of ſo effectually doing juſtice to the Parties, as 4 een them 
* only with the ſums due to each.“ 
With the higheſt deference, Sir, to this reſpe&table eviction; 1 
% humbly beg leave to contend that, complete juſtice is done to the 
« parties, by acquainting their Agent with the ſums due to each. 
1 Becauſe it is the approved and uniform practice of the Courts of 
«6 Juſtice, and the Boards of State, to follow this rule. Becauſe, 
„ as far as my experience extends, it was the conſtant rule at the | 
K. very Board in queſtion, previous to this ſingular caſe of mine. And 23 
, becauſe it is grounded on juſtice: for the Agent is the perſon con- 5 
“ fided in, by his Conſtituents, for information; whoſe eſpecial and 
« indiſpenſable duty it is, to make known to them the iſſue of the 
t truſt which they have repoſed in him; and to explain what he 
. « conceives to be the. rectitude, or error, of the deciſion : in order 
« that they may reſt ſatisfied ; or take ſuch other meaſures, as may 
% appear beſt adapted for obtaining more complete juſtice. Had this 
« rule, Sir, been followed in the preſent inſtance, and had I been 
Y Pr „ made 
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dividual objects of theſe ſums, within my own knowledge, would 


when I applied for that purpoſe in Auguſt 1791, all the in- 


have been, at that time, made acquainted with them. Or, had 
] been honoured with a liſt of the ſums, when I again applied for 
« it, after the partial compenſations were obtained from Parliament, 
they would then have been made acquainted with the fate of their 
Claims. In either of which caſes, they would have been moſt 
it effectually ſecured againſt impoſition ; and received the ſureſt in- 
formation, in the ſhorteſt poſſible time, and far ſooner than by the 
« mode now adopted. 

Secondly, Their Lordſhips are e of . There is no mode 
* of ſo effeQtually doing Juſtice to the Parties, as by paying the ſums 


either to the Claimants themſelves, or to any perſon producing a 


proper power of Attorney from them. 

But, Sir, when 1, the Agent, received and ebe by their 
« Lordſhips as ſuch, from the commencement of the Claims, apply 
to the Official Perſon at the Treaſury, who is now appointed to 
«+ pay the Compenſations there, in place of the Exchequer, and offer 
to produce my powers of Attorney, as mentioned in my Memorials 
of the 4th and 18th of June laſt; I am told by him,—+ That no 
% power of Attorney will be received of a prior date to the proroga- 
tion of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; nor then, except in the pre- 


*-ciſe form preſcribed by their Lordſhips. It is in vain that I ob- 


«« ſerve, That although my powers of Attorney are prior to the pro- 
«+ rogation of Parliament, and in a form not compriſed in the words of 


that diftated by their Lordſhips; yet that they are legal and proper 


« powers of Attorney: and that they, as well as my powers of 
Agency for all the Members of the Settlement ou the Moſquito 
+ Shore, repoſe ſuch truſt and confidence in me, as compels me, in 
point of duty, to demand, what as a right I am entitled to re- 
„ ceive; namely, The cleareſt information of the Compenſation 
„allowed 


(2% 0 

4 allowed to each of thety In the end, I dm told in bo tf ndl 
6 It is in vain, Sir, to teaſon on the ſobjo&t, for ſuch are the orders 
« of their Lordſhips, that none but the individual Claimants, or their 
ſpecial Attornies, appointed ſuch by the Form preſcribed by their 
Lordſhips, can be admitted to a knowledge of the reſpective Com- 
s penſations granted to each; and I muſt ſtrictly obey them. Can 
6% there, Sir, be a more WOT ceuſure, 2 pang oper wy man in 
“ my ſituation? 

« Thirdly, Their Lordthips 4 not t think they mould be juſtified 
in We a ſum to be deducted from each mn for Agency - 
to me. 

% Had their Lordthips; Sir, in the repair form, honoured the 
Agent with a communication of the ſums, as well as of the names, 
included in the Compenſation ;; had they admitted his legal powers 
„of Attorney, and paid him the reſpective Compenſations due to his 
reſpective Conſtituents ſo granting them; had they directed thoſe 
other individual Claimants appearing by themſelves, or by other 
« Attornies, than the Agent, to have authenticated their appearance 
« by the preſence of the Agent; in order that he might not only 
* have ſuſtained their Claims to Compenſation, but have adjuſted, 
with ſuch Individuals, his own' Agency and expences : no cauſe 
could have exiſted for preſenting my Memorials of the 4th and 
« 18th of June laſt. But as they have deviated from this Form, in 
« all theſe particulars, and obſtructed all my regular powers of 
% Agency, I hunibly conceived, that, as injury has at leaſt the pri- 
« vilege of complaint, I was well entitled to pray their Lordſhips' 
« to do me the juſtice, of directing the individuals, receiving com- 
« penſation, to allow from it, my proportion of the expences' 
« due for ſoliciting it. This, Sir, I readily admit they could not | 
« be juſtified to do, in the form of a judicial, nor by an arbitrary 
«+ and compulſory decree: but as a Miniſterial and Financial Board, 
they could have recommended thoſe payments to have been made ; 
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rer. 1. 1. 4 and L ſubmit; that ſuch recommendations ſo made, 4 fontided, 


*+..as they muſt have been, on every ne. of equity and we 


would have had the deſired effet, 

Thus, Sir, this opinion, tends as effectually to nes. s me od my 
Agency and expences, in ſoliciting the Claims, as if it had been the 
open and avowed intention of the framer of it, to diveſt me of ſo 
much property. A ſerious deprivation to me, and what my re- 
duced finances, which are well known to you, Sir, cannot bear. 
Severe as ſuch a loſs muſt be, I nevertheleſs cannot but eſteem it 
as trifling, in compariſon of the ſligma which it tends to throw 
upon my reputation, as an Agent. : 


„During the long courſe. of ſeventy years, Sir, I have ſuſtained an 
: honourable life,—an unimpeachable integrity; which no confidera- 


tion on earth can deter me from vindicating.—True it is, Sir, my 
fortunes have been in your power, ever ſiuce the fatal Spaniſh Con- 
vention of 1786; and as I formerly acknowledged, ſo I now again 
repeat it, you may ruin me at your pleaſure, But ruin! and even 
death ! are of little moment to me, when placed in competition 
with the honeſt fame I enjoy in the circle I am known to; and 


| which I feel to have been injuriouſly attacked. —1 have done every 
thing within my power, Sir, to accommodate myſelf to your fa- 
your; but all, wherefore I know not, to no purpoſe.— I have moſt 
reſpectfully requeſted, nay prayed you, Sir, to communicate the 


cauſe of your diſpleaſure; with the fancereſt intention, if poſſible, 


to remove it. In return, I am more than ever injured by your laſt 


official deciſion, which now places me without any proſpect of 
relief. It is not, thereſore, choice, but ue. Sir, that _ 
me to this laſt and only means of redreſs : 

Jo lay before the Public, a candid ailing of my Conduct, as 


ny to the een a Trennt w on the Arn Shore. 


6 Tn 


geen, 


46 W of the conteſt will be manifeſt. For old age, to grapple © 
« with the vigour of youth! For debilitated ſtrength, to contend 
* with gigantic power! For a man of very ordinary talents, to op- 
„ poſe himſelf to a conſtellation of mental abilities! For an unpro- 
& tected individual, to ex poſe his ſolitary imbecility to all the influ- 
« ence and weight of Government! may be thought an effort of 


« folly, and held up as an object of ridicule.—But then this is due, 


Sir, to vindicate an hitherto unblemiſhed character, exerting its 
40 utmoſt powers to obtain compenſation for two ſets of Claimants, 
+ whole merits are humbly conceived to be ſuch, as, were they pub- 
„ licly known to Parliament, would be moſt favourably attended to; 
and to induce even you, Sir, at length to confeſs, that 1 have, ſuch 
„ an honeſt fame, as merits much more your favour, than 5 re- 
% ſentment.— I truſt, in all events, that I ſhall have the approbation 
of the wiſe and of the good; and with ſuch approbation 1 ſhall 
„remain, in 1 viciſſitude of life, reſigned, if not happy. 


66 1 have the honour to be, of Ec. 
« Hampſtead, - 
roth Sepember 1792. 


No anſwer has ever been given to that letter. But ſince the com- 


penſation allowed by Parliament, has been in the courſe of payment, 


ſoch variations and differences have ariſen, between the Claims ad- 


mitted, and the ſums paid, as daily afford freſh grounds for objeQion ; 


and that even upon the narrow foundation preſcribed by the Lords 
of the Treaſury, on the 18th of July 1792. The inſtances are ex- 


plained in the Supplement. 


With reſpect to the Agent. In addition to the loſs of a very con- 


ſderable „ in common with many other of the Claimants, 
without 


4 In doing this, Sir, I hope fully to juſtify myſelf; e the sxor. u. 
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SECT. II, without any compenſation whatſoever ; to £.3000 more of arrears, due 
—— to him from the ruined Settlement on the Shore; to the indire& at- 
Nose lber, tack upon his character, and the official means uſed to bring about 
the loſs of his Agency on the inadequate compenfation which has been 
allowed; may be added, that his ſalary of £.300 per annum from Go- 
vernment, payable half yearly, is now in arrear for upwards of eigh- 
teen months, whilſt other appointments and ſalaries have been regu- 
larly paid up. The particular incidents relative to this ſalary, would 
+ taps 19. lead into a field of too large diſcuſſion at preſent, It is therefore only 
neceflary to obſerve, that in conſequence of the Miniſter's approval of 
the Agent's conduct in November 1784+, and the intimation he then 
gave, of being ready at any time to render him ſervice; which was 
confirmed at the concluſion of the Convention of July and September 
1786: the Agent was induced candidly to lay before Mr. Pitt, the incum- 
brances which he had neceſſarily brought himſelf under, in ſoliciting and 
carrying on the public ſervice of the two ſettlements, which, from the 
fatal termination of the Convention, they were unable to reimburſe; 
and thereupon prayed him, conſiſtent with the public ſervice, and ac- 
| | cording to modes then pointed out, to relieve him from the preſſure of 
his difficulties. This buſineſs, after being long protracted, was ter- 
minated in March 1787, by an appointment of J. 300 a year, as 
Agent of the Combined Settlements eſtabliſhed at Yucatan, in the 
Bay of Honduras; to take place from Chriſtmas 1785. An appoint- 
ment which the Miniſter knew at the time, from the fulleſt informa» 
tion then laid before him, to be not only altogether inapplicable to 
the diminution of the incumbrances then ſubſiſting, but tending to 
add to them in future. This appointment, however unequal to the 
Agent's annual expences, was nevertheleſs an acceptable aid; and in 
the hope that under Royal and Miniſterial Patronage, juſtice would 
be done to both claſſes of Claimants, Whenever their Claims came 
before 


„ 
boſrre Parliament; he conſoled himſelf with the proſpect of moſt SECT. u, | 


effoctually ſurmounting every difficulty, on that event. In this 
view he ſolicited both ſets of Claims, as well as the Colonial Intereſts. 
of the United Settlement at Yucatan, with inceſſant induſtry. It 


was with infinite concern, that, afterwards, he ſaw, as above re- 


lated, his Applications for the Yucatan Claims poſtponed from time 
to time, by the Miniſter ; and at length abſolutely rejected: and 
although the Moſquito Shore Claims were kept longer in ſuſpenſe ; 
yet was he no leſs ultimately hurt, at ſeeing the far greater part of 
them, likewiſe, rejeded ; and thoſe of -them which were admitted, 

garbled at pleaſure, by the interpoſed fineſſe of Commiſſioners, at a time 


when they appeared to him, ſolely competent for the deliberation and 


deciſion of Parliament. Theſe ſevere and unexpected diſappointments 
did not leſſen, in his eſteem, the merits of the Claims; becauſe no 
other reaſon had ever been aſſigned in ſupport of thoſe Meaſures, 
than that of their being ſanctioned as the Opinions of the Lords of 
the Treaſury. Now, admitting the Opinions of that Right Honour- 


able Board to be moſt reſpectable in themſelves; yet no Opinions of 


the higheſt Department on Earth, ought to ſanction a deciſion, un- 
ſupported by reaſon, or by facts adequate to the concluſions drawn 
from them; and infinitely leſs ſo, ſhould ſuch a deciſion be op- 
poſed to the cleareſt arguments and facts for reverſing it. He there- 


fore continued invariably fixed in his exertions for obtaining relief; 


and for that end he is now neceſſarily compelled to ſubmit his con- 
duct, in ſoliciting both ſets of Claims, to the Public. For notwith- 
ſtanding that it has ever been his higheſt ambition, to endeavour at 
obtaining the favour and protection of the Miniſter, and of all his 
Majeſty's Miniſters ; yet this ambition, has ever been confined within 
the bounds of what he conceived to be his duty, and the inſur- 


mountable rules of equity and juſtice. 
Upon 
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tion under the preſſure of what appears to him, as an individual, the 


„ J 0 ” 
Upon this candid and impartial Narrative; the Agent humbly fixes 
his ultimate hopes, that the Public Opinion will not only ſanction the 
propriety and rectitude of his conduct, but afford him every conſola- 


all · powerful and irreſiſtible Reſeutment of Adminiſtration. 
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TR. Ae lon. in bis Lother to 1 * 18th of 
-July 1791, deſcribes-the nature and quality of the Moſquito- 
Shore Claims, admitted by the Lords of the- Treaſury, as proper to 
receive compenſation from Parliament, thus: 


Lands and Houſes neceſſary for the Settlers, which We to the 


« ſum of £.13,145 15s. Jamaica currency; and of Negroes, Maho- 
„ gany, Craft, and Cattle, which amounts to 4.4,022 8s. 8d. cur- 
4 rency.” 


Their Lordſhips, admit of © 66 Lands and Houſe eke Ax. the 1 


4 Settlers.” 1 ee 
pon this principle, 3 of. every | 
denomination neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence of the 


Inhabitants, are admitted; and thoſe contained in te 
Claims given in by the Aten to the Feen, e 
amount to - - 4.828 40 


Paſture-Grounds allo, as bead om neceſſary for 
the ſubſiſtence of their Cattle, are admitted, viz. 
' Woodlands, as being indiſpenſably neceſſary for 
building their Crafts, eonſtructing theit Houſes, making 
their Furniture, and forming Plantations and Proviſion- 
Gounds of every kind, are admitted, ux. 
Houſes are n admitted, 5 amount to 


2,297 10 0 


1,827 10 0 
9p 6 © 


— —-— .: 


, — 


Carried 1 þ ae ue curr. ＋ I 5,962 10,0 
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15793. 
November. 


112, 113. 
114. 115. 


„ 4 


170) 
Brought om Jamaica curr. C. 15,962 10 0 
Their Lordſhips admit ſpecially, and exprefily f 
Negroes, Mahogany, Eraſt, abd Cattle. Nowy the 
amount of theſe four articles, as contained in the 


Claims given in by. the Agent to the Lommuiagers, 
was as follows:: 


Negroes * „„ 1,009 © o 
MMahogan no ne — 3.280 14 3 
ene bee be en e eb en; 152 00 


4 1 * * , > RE» 
a 4 : 1 _ - f 
Cattle ile ee - - 12 0 
1 0 
f * 3 4 P = # 


e 1 


re ere | Jamaica currency L . 20,531 4 3 


21 p” th. a aA. 4 


All theſs articles were tie and koneſtly add upon oath, 
as. before deſcribed *. Ne 0 objection was ever made to them by the 


had they had any ae * fo doing. Under this circumſtance of 
ſilence, united with the juſtice and moderation of the Claims, them- 
ſelves, and the principle laid down in their Lordſhips letter, the 
above ſtatement remains fairly and fully admitted on all ſides. 
Wherefore, the error committed by their Lordſhips, in reducing 
the above Claims into the following two ſums, without any cauſe 
aſſigned, is highly injurious, even to the favoured Claimants, vis. 


„Lands and Houſes neceſſary to the . 13,145 15 0 
« Negroes, Mahogany, Craft, ane Cattle ee 8 1 


% * 


Treaſury Compenſation Jamaica currency 0 I 7,168 3 8 
a . 8 
Were that ſum to be deducted from the . . Claims, the 
deficiency injurious to the favoured Claimants would be . 3,363 os. d. 
2 N and 


(ny. 


and this would: truly be the caſe, had the whole . 17,168 35: 8d. been 2 has 


5.4 
— 


applied ſolely to the Claims given in by the Agent to the Commiſ- November. 


ſioners. But the Commiſſioners: received ten other Claims, unknown 
to the Agent, the amount of which they never made him acquainted 


with; nor the Compenſations applied to them; yet, even thoſe | 


Compenſations were paid out of the above ſum of C. 17,168 35. 84. 


So that the deficiency to the injury of the Claimants, whoſe Claims - 


the Agent preſented to the Commiſſioners, is greater than what 1s 
mentioned above; nor can the amount be known until the Com- 
miſſioners, or the Lords of the Treaſury, or the reſpective ten Claim- 
ants, produce ſpecific information of the ſeveral Claims and Com- 
penſations allotted to them, and ſo carefully concealed from the 
Agent. From certain particular information which has ſince been 
obtained, there are good nen to believe that n amount to a 
large ſum. ä | | | 4 

But the contraſfs and variations leinen the Claims admitted, and 
the Compenſations allotted for them, by Mr. Pitt and the Lords of 
2 the Treaſury ; wilt-evince-ſtill- more clearly the inequitable relief 
which has been afforded, even to the favoured Claimants. The very 


extraordinary care taken, (as already related), to keep the Agent per- 3 
fectly ignorant of the Compenſations allowed to each of them; 2 


renders it impracticable, at preſent, to give a full detail of theſs 
variations. 
ing particulars, will fa ſufficiently explain the injuries ſuffered, as 
to make Wenn, neceſſary to review Mm whole proceedings ; 
they are as follow; 0» + 
Contained the Loflzs of the BupeiititeiGent as admitted by 
' the principle laid down by the Lords of the Treafury; (independent 
of his intereſt in the eſtate of Alberapoyer, and of his Sugar Plan- 
tation). Ty. amounted to 12,539 10. Jamaica cyrreney' equal | 
Z 2 | to 


| 7 
, * 
14; 1 


penſation (but 
Mr. Long to the 


Nevertheleſs. it is humbly conceived, that the follow- 


. 
Agent in September 1790. 


given in to the Commi 
Liſt of Perſons intitled to Com 


by 


no Sums) as furniſhed 


Agent in May 1792, 


, I 5 
No. Wo to C. 1,813 185. 62d. ſterling. He was only allowed 
.es  Sothar bis Leſſes uicompenſated on this | 


of head are a 4 4 ie 09% + ad | wa ed! | 
3 2 + Joint Loſſes of the Superintendent ah Mr. Robert 


Douglas, in admitted artieles; (independent of their 
Sugar and Coffee Plantations); which amounted to 
J. 101 Jamaica currency; equal to C. 72 25. 104d. * 
Allowed C. 62 10. —Leſt than due 
4 3 be Loſſes of Mr. Robert Douglas in e 
articles on his own ſole; account, (independent of his 
Coffee -Grounds,) amounting: to L. 197 105. Jamaica 
currency; equal to C. 141 15, 5d, ſterling. nen 
J. 136 155. 64. -Leſs than due 50 
3 6 The Loſſes of Mr. Thomas Bourke, * Frog Maes 
heirs of Mr. John Bourke, in admitted articles, 
(excluſive of their Sugar and Coffee Plantations, ) 
amounting to £.938- 5s. Jamaica currency; equal to 
L. 670 3s. 64. mern: ; Allowed L. 498 6. —Leſs 
than due | 
The Loſſes of. Mr. Robert 888 5 
Comiſh, of Liverpool, in the county of Lancaſter, 
mariner, as heir at law of George Cummins, otherwiſe 
Comiſh, otherwiſe Corrin, in admitted articles, . 1436 
Jamaica currency; equal to £.1025 14. 34d. Berl.” 111-1169 2 
Allowed (. 9go—Lets than due ch 35 1 27 
10 9 The Lofles of Mr. James Dandridge Yarborough, 
in admitted articles, amounting to . 250, Jamaica 
currency; equal to C. 178 115. 5d. ſterling. Allowed | || | 
1. 107 25,-Lelſs than due AAN ils I. „ 1G: 5 


—ñ—ñ!RZ — 


Carried forward, ſterling 2 672 18 7 
The 


W. 
— 


ee tm 1 
ren Berought forward, ſterling L. 15. 18 7 : 
. The Loſſes of Mr. James Uſher, in admitted articles,” OOTY, 
amounting to J. 877, Jamaica currency; equal to 
L. 626 $5. 64 1 "Allowed 8 612 REES: 5 
than due 5 11 
1 16 The Loſſes of Mr. Giorite Bae in ane . N 
articles, amounting to . 65, Jamaica currency; equal 
to G. 46 85. 70d. 18 12 Allowed 4. 39 e | 
- than due 10 14 7 9 
18 7 The Loſſes of Mr. John Myvett, in adelirtes articles; BOT th ub.” 
| amounting to . 98, Jamaica currency; equal to £.70 r | 
ſterling. Allowed L.65 15. Leſs than due 4 5 © 
23 22 The Loſſes of Mr. Joſhua Jones, in admitted articles, 1 
a mounting to . 115, Jamaica currency; equal to * tu 
4. 82 20. 164d. ſterling. Allowed C. 75. -Leſs than due 7 2 104 
25 24 (a) The Loſſes of (Captain and afterwards Major) TA 
2 John Campbell, in admitted articles, amounting 'to ' ' 
L. 1350, Jamaica currency ; equal to C. 964 5s. 834. * 
ſterling. Allowed C. —WLeſs than due - o o ©. 
26 25 The Loſſes of Major Hoare,. in two Claims en | 
5! 350 admitted articles, (excluſive of his Sugar-Plantation,) 
amounting to £.875, Jamaica currency; equal to 
L. 625, ſterling. Allowed L. 341 15.—Leſs than due 283 19 © 
33 3: The Loſſes of Mr. William Uſher, in admitted 9 8 
| articles, £.88, Jamaica currency; equal to £.62 171. 100. 
* Allowed L. 17 185,—Leſs than Gas 59955 44 19 14 
Carried forward, dent 4 1,037 10 8 
Et (+) Bee, Note: at the end of this Supplement. 
— | IN 


No. 
38 


47 


No. 
37 


„„ 170 * 
1 Brought forward, ſterling 4.1, 37 10 LY 


Te L ofles of Mr. Francis Hickey, in admitted arti- 
cles, amounting to J. 913, Jamaica currency ;- equal to 


L. 652 24 iod. * +Allawed L Anglian than 
due x — 427 2 10 


The Loſſes of the Heirs, or 8 of Mr. 
James Home, in admitted articles, amounting to 
4.930, Jamaica currency; equal to J. 664 56. 84d. 


ſterling, Allowed . 169 15.—Leſs than due 495 4 81 


The Loſſes of Mrs. Elizabeth Henley, in admitted 
articles, amounting to . 2 39, Jamaica currency; equal 


to . 170 14. 349. . Ae 18.—Leſs 


#7 . 


than due 47 16 31 


The Loſſes of Mr. John "0g in For Gat 3 


amounting to (. 380, Jamaica currency ; equal to 


£-271, 8s, Gia. AIRS: | Allowed . 120 1a. —Leſe 

than due 11 152 16 62 
The Loſſes of Mr. Patrick Thomſon, as the "Mg 

ſentative of Mr, James Thomſon, in admitted articles, 

amounting to'£.1,590, Jamaica currency; equal to 

J. 1, 135 14% 34d. bn Allowed n F 

than due - — 410 14 31 
The Laſſes of Mr. 3 Youre, | in if IF arti- 

cles, amounting to (. 200, Jamaica currency; equal to | 

£-185 14. 344. ſterling. Allowed £.28.—Leſs than due 157 14 31 
The Loſſes of the Heir or Deviſee of Mr. Daniel 

Young, in admitted articles, amounting to £.360 Ja- 

maica currency; equal to £.257 25. 104d. ſterling, 

Allowed £-220.—Leſs than dune 37 2 104 


Carried n ſterling 42 K 2 54 
The 


© 1 
. 


No. 
53 


65 


770 0 0 175 ) 


L. 51 4. 34. ſterling, Allowed £48 115. rr rl 
than due - - - +. 00 


Broug he forward, FRM: At i096 #8 . 


The Loffes of. the Rep we of Mr. Daniel 7 
* Hewlet, in admitted articles, (excluſive of his Spgar 
Plantation, ) amounting to J. 910 Jamaica currency; 


# 
4 - 

| 7 
[4 _ 


equal to . 6 50 — Allowed & 352 ray } 20 
than due 7 17 07. 
The Loſſes of Mr. john Wat, in admitted arti⸗- 


cles, amounting to J. a 50 Jamaica curreney; equal to 
. 178 115, 5d. W Allowed 4 168. —Leſs than 
Rae "7 $0 45 4 


The Loffes of Mrs. Mary Walker, 3 in ee us artĩi- 
cles, amounting to . 72 Jamaica currency ; equal to 


The Loſſes of Mr. Thomas Gaben in a; 


articles, (being one of the ten Claims preſented to the 
Commiſſioners, without the knowledge of the Agent,) 


amoùnting to £.955 10s, Jamaica currency; equal to © 
£682 10s. Allowed £.398 195. 24-—Leſs than due - 283 10 10 


Unaccountable Linken, Errors 1 ae 4 3,160 14 13 


TI 7 


1 
4 


In ſhort, thoſe of the Claimants who have been allowed full 
Compenſation; ſuch as, Mr. John Neal, Mr. David Evins, Meſſrs. 
Sandwith and Co, and Capt. Chriſtopherz ; although they will appear 
to have been well deſerving of the Compenſations which they have 
received; yet the Agent humbly ſubmits, that they will not appear 
more ſo, than any of the others, whoſe Claims ſhould ſeem to have 


been garbled and diminiſhed at pleaſure. - From the above articles, 


there vppenr'y © to have been deduQed, without wy cauſe aſſigned, no 


leſs 


5 


. 


CY 


7? 
1 


41 


3 176 )) 
leſs a fom than £3,160. 145.144. ſterling, excluſive of Major John 
Campbell's Claim; the particular eircumſtances of which are referred 
to above, No. 25, 24; and left open for future diſcuſſon. But had 
the Lords of the Treaſury, in conformity, with, their letter of the 
11th of April 1792, furniſhed the Agent with-a Liſt of the Sums, 
as well as of the Names of the Perſons allowed Compenſation ; or, 
had all the Claimants made known,; reſpectively, to their Agent, the 
Compenſations which. they ſeverally- received, he would, have been 
enabled, at this time, to haye given a full view of all the depreda- 
tions committed on the Claims; which now, as matters ſtand, can 
only be done by the ſuperior authority of Parkament,, in calling for 
a review of the whole tranſaction. 

The Claims which have been entirely kept out of r Parliamentary 
Obſervation, are as follow: 


Pod 
Fo 


Jamaica curr. 
Fil, That of the 18 of the ; Alberapoyer „ 
Eſtate, amounting to, Jamaica currency — 31,360 o o 
Second, Thoſe comprehended under the deſcription 
_ of Sugar, Plantations, amounting to 44.,281 10 0 


Third, The Coffee Grounds ; 45 from the ſmall- 
-neſs of their value, were to be conſidered more pro- 
perly as neceſſaries for the Settlement, than articles of 
Commerce; amounting only to - 92 0 © 
Fourth, The Cacao, or e j bien 
were under the like circumſtances with the Coffee ; - 
3 only to — 60 oo 
. Fifth, That of Cos ieee anlonericg to = 620 oo 
Sixth, That of the Agent, for his Arrears of Salary, 
due 'from the Settlement, at the time the Moſquito 
Shore was evacuated » tis las 010065) Ss - 4,302 22 2 


(Errors excepted) Jamaica currency 4. 49,7 715 13 2 


Thoſe 


4793. 
November nicated to the Commiſſioners, have been wholly" kept from public 
_ _ inveſtigation; not the ſlighteſt mention ever e been made of 


them to the Houſe of Commons. 


No. 


. 7. 


. 
Thoſe Claims, although . fairly, and ety commu- 


There are ſtill other Claims from tlie late Settlers on 'the Moſquito 
Shore, which have been but lately communicated. to the Agent. 
Some of them were not made known to him in time ſufficient for 
preſenting them; and others, through deſpair, were omitted to be 
earlier attended to. Thoſe which have hitherto come to his know- 
ledge are as follow: ene ate: 

- 9 65 „ >. Jamaica curr. 

The Repreſentative of the late Colonel James Mon- . 5. d. 
crief, Quarter-maſter-general ; for the loſs of about | 
70 Negroes, more or leſs, &c. on evacuating the Mol- 


q dito Shore - * A e 
Mr. William Bennett, for a Dwelling-houſe; 1 RAP 12 
Land and Out-houſes, on Black River Bank - 80 1 0 


The Repreſentatives of Mr. Thomas Bramwell, of 
Cape Gracios a Dios and Wanks River, for Houſes, 


Negroe-houſes, Lands, and Mahogany, amounting to '1011 o © 


Mr. William Tedder, for a Houſe ſituated « on Black 
River Bank - - - 6 6 4 
Mr. Lacklan M*Gillivray, of Blick River, for Bo 
Houſes, Plantations, Negroes, Craft, and Oe | 


amounting to - - 665 0 o 
Mr. Thomas Clark, of Great River, * Houſes, | | 
Fan Cattle, Ke 225 a N 68e, amount- 
ing to „% 0... 
Mrs. Elizabeth Gotz, of Muſtee Creek, for Pro- . 
viſion-Ground . 40, and Houſe L.100 = ,, 


Mr. John Nicholſon, of Black River, for Mahogany, 


un. ee and Negroes, amounting "et 655 oO o 
ay A a | Mr. 


13. 


14. 


Eſq. Acting Executor to the eſtate of Names Grant, 


1 
Mr. David Lamb, of Black River, for Provo e 8 


Grouuds and Negroes - - 270 0 0 
Mr. James Gladding, of Black 1 be Pl Houſe 

and Proviſion-Grounds - 98 o o 
Mr. Lewis Harris, of Meſtee Creek, for Houſes, # 

Proviſion-Grounds, and Craft % 0 0 


Robert Douglas, Eſq. as Attorney to John Davidſe 


Eſq. deceaſed, formerly of Black River on the Moſ- 
quito Shore; for two Slaves who ran away at eyicu- 


ating that Country in 1787; the one named, Cæſar, 


4.60 and the other named, Deptford, 4 40, Jamaica 


currency; making together 4100 © © 
Mrs. Suſannah Blandford, of ſaid Moſquito Shore, 


by Claim to be tranſmitted from Vucatan in Honduras 
Bay - - - - - 600 O o 
Mr. Thomas Smith, ditto - - „ 295 0: © 


Beſide thoſe additional Claims now enumerated, the Agent has the 
beſt authority for expecting others from Jamaica, the Bahama Iflands, 
St. Audreas, Cayamanas, &c: and that ſuch Claims might be ex- 
peed, was communicated to the Commiſſioners by the late Superin- 
tendent, in the courſe of their examinations, in October and Novem- 
ber 1790. | 

From this ſhort Analyſis of the Claims, it is evident how very in- 
adequate the Compenſation of C. 12, 262 195. gd. ſterling is to the 
Loſſes ſuſtained ;—Lofles of the moſt ſerious deſcription to the Indi- 
viduals who are conſtrained to endure, and of ſome importance to that 


Public, whoſe attentions are ſolicited, towards them. The reward to 


the Commiſſioners who inquired into the Claims, has nevertheleſs 
been liberal. Thoſe” Gentlemen met at intervals, from the month of 


September to the month of November 1790 ; aud although they were 


not 


( 179 ) 


not t perplexed with difficulties, nor overcome with fatigue, were, if \ 


credit may be given to a Public Print, rewarded with £.500 each, 


for their trouble. (a -Vide London Chronicle, 2oth April 179 33 ; ba! 
other public prints. 


On behalf of the Claimants, | „ 
ROBERT WHITE, 


18th November 1793. 


+a) Major John Campbell, (who diſtinguiſhed himſelf in recovering Black River 
Town and Diſtrift from the Spaniards, in 1782,) having in his Claim ſtated the 
Mahogany, which he left in Wanks River, to meaſure from 130 to 140,000 feet; 
deſcribes his other property loſt on evacuating the Moſquito Shore, to conſiſt in 
Houſes, Cattle, large and extenſive Plantations, and many other articles, which it 
was impoſſible to remove from the ſaid Wanks River; but which were of very con- 
fiderable value, and the loſs grievouſly felt by him, After which, he leaves the 
whole to the judgment and generoſity of ſuch perſons as might be appointed to give 
relief in the above and ſuch other Caſes, to ſet a proper value thereupon ; as it never 
was in his power to get his property regularly valued, there being no perſons in that 
part of the Moſquito Shore any way capable or competent in the matter. Under 
theſe circumſtances, the Agent ſtated to the Commiſſioners, at the time he delivered 
to them this Claim, the above facts; and obſerved, that Colonel Lawrie, (who, with 
his brother, the Rev. Mr. George Lawrie, were the Major's Repreſentatives,) con- 
fidering the great diſtance of the Mahogany from the Barkadera, was of opinion, 
that C. 5 per thouſand feet of Mahogany, would be a moderate and fair valuation on 


the medium quantity of 135,000 feet, But as to the reſt of his property, although it 


was very confiderable, yet would he not preſume, from his connection with the 
deceaſed, to name any ſum, unleſs he ſhould be called upon ſo to do; but that it 
truly merited confideration, At the ſame time, the Colonel aſſured the Agent, that 
he knew the Major had erected a Saw-mill at a great expence, and made ſuch other 
improvements on his works and plantations, in Wanks River, that it would be a very 
low valuation, to rate his loſs of them at the ſame amount as the value of the maho- 
gany ; which was £.675 Jamaica currency. Upon this information, the Agent ad- 
juſted the Major's Claim, in his private Liſt of Claims, at £.1,350 Jamaica currency. 
What the Commiſſioners have allowed for this Claim, he does not at this time pre- 
ciſely know; but he has heard, with the appearance of authority, that it is at, or near 
to £.500 ſterling, In which caſe, he humbly ſubmits, that the Claim has been very 
+ ungenerouſly treated. 8 


1793. 
November. 


+ See p. 73. 


Page 5. line 29. 


ERR ATA. 0 
After £137,037 135. 84. - dd, — Jamaica currency; and after the furs 
£98,419 55. 9d. - add, —:erling. 85 
After the word peace, — add, in; and after Convention, add, in. 
For, two ſhips of war; read, two Spari/4 ſhips of war, 
For, £809,040 45. bd.—read,—ſ 109,840 45. 6d. 
For, obſervation ;—read,—obſervations, | 


5 
18 & 19, For, Adminiſtration read, — Adminiſtrations 


For, obj:& ;—read,—objeds. 
For, was;——rcad, —vere. ; 


I. 30 & 31, For, and Pettyaugers;—read,—and five Pettiaugers. 


After the word in ;—add the word,—September, 
For, removed to be to;—read,—19 be removed to. 


£6, In the margin. For, 1768 ;j—read,—-1788. 
108, Under SECT. II. in the margin, inſert, 2790. 


112 8 10. 


For, mine; read, — nine. 
For, traſmit; read, —trauſmit e and at February 24, in the margin, preſix, 1791» 
For , y,-Tcad, ty, 


